
From The Pastor 
Eating the Bread of Life 

Feed yourself through Connect Groups and the Back to 

School Bash 

Throughout the month of August we’ve been journeying 

through John 6 and growing more and more aware that 

God’s sole desire for us is to abide more and more deeply 

in him. We do this by eating the true food of Jesus’ body 

and drinking the true drink of Jesus’ blood. By actively 

consuming the life, teachings, and Spirit of Christ we not 

only abide more in him, but we also become more like 

him in our holy love of God and for others. 

But when it’s all said and done it’s really easy to say that 

we want to eat more of Jesus, the Bread of Life, but     

actually doing it is quite another thing. Where do I start? 

What do I do? How do I know I’m really consuming Jesus’ 

life as I should?     

At one point in Jesus’ ministry he was asked, “What’s the 

most important commandment?” Essentially, the person 

asking this question simply wanted to know what it was, 

in the simplest terms possible, what God desired for his 

people. Jesus’ answer was this: “Love the lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength, and love your neighbor 

as yourself. There is no commandment greater than 

these” (Mark 12:30-31). Here Jesus has given us a great 

guide on how we can truly eat of the true Bread of life 

that he has to offer. 

The first is loving God. As we see from Jesus there are lots 

of different ways we can love God—with our hearts, 

souls, minds, and strength—and we have something here 

at Hilltop that allows such love of God to happen:       

CONNECT GROUPS! Our Connect Groups are powerful 

ways to grow in our love of God in our minds, but also 

grow in love with our heart, soul, and strength as well as 

we learn from the new people we meet, make new 

friends, and find real answers to life’s questions…all in the 

process of growing in our love of God. 

Jesus also tells us to love others. He tells us to love others 

as ourselves, and we have a fantastic opportunity to do 

just that in a couple of weeks. Hilltop’s first ever Back to 

School Bash will be on Sunday, September 13th (our first 

Sunday moving back to two services). After church that 

morning, from 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm we will open up our 

doors, and open up our arms, to welcome in our           

surrounding neighbors to come party with us as we     

celebrate with people of all ages the end of Summer and 

the beginning of a new school year. Through delicious 

food, fun games, great activities for children of all ages, 

and fantastic fellowship, we will grow in love not only for 

each other in our Hilltop family, but we will also grow in 

love for those outside of our walls as we invite them to 

join us. This Bash is our gift to our community, so let’s 

make it the best gift possible. 

More information about Connect Groups and the Back to 

School Bash can be found inside, but the most important 

point is this: None of us are called to go through this 

Christian journey alone. None of us can survive alone. We 

are not designed to sit isolated in our church pews, but 

rather we were designed by God to thrive only when 

we’re in relationship with God and with other people. So 

this month I challenge each and every one of you to do 

just that. Love God and love others through a Connect 

Group and helping out with and inviting people to our 

Back to School Bash.  

I’m thrilled to go on this      

journey of loving God and    

loving others right along with 

you! 

Kelly 

September 2015  
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Minutes from August Ad Council  

Thursday, August 20, 2015, 7:30 pm    

Present: Kelly McCuaig, Herb Fast, Aaron Daby, Kerry 

Rausch, Rolly Utzinger, JoAnn Hutchinson, Paulette 

Booker, John Phelps, E.J. Scharmer, Fred Vanderwerf, 

Don Bohn, Terry Berg and Michelle Behsman. 

The meeting was called to order by John Phelps.  

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Paulette 

to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2015 Ad Council 

meeting, Jo Ann seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Kelly explained that through conversa-

tion with Fred they have developed a proposal to plant 

a Wesley Foundation at MNSU and have shared the  

proposal with SPRC. Ad Council reviewed proposal and 

discussion ensued. A motion was made by Paulette to 

move the proposal forward. Jocelin seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Kelly also encouraged the council to participate in a 

Connect Group this Fall.  

SPRC: In the near future, a church-wide Charge Confer-

ence/Town Hall meeting will be held to further affirm 

recent discussions and plans coming from SPRC. At the 

last SPRC meeting, Pastor Kelly McCuaig and our D.S. 

Pastor Fred Vanderwerf presented a “Proposal to Plant 

a Wesley Foundation at Minnesota State Univer-

sity.” This is in keeping with the outward focus plans 

we’ve had at Hilltop over the past several years for   

ministry extension and planting a church in 2016, while 

at the same time continuing to invest in our own Youth 

Ministry at Hilltop. The Wesley Foundation, at its core 

would be a missionary training center – an environment 

where students can experience and be witnesses to the 

love and grace of God through Jesus Christ, and be em-

powered and equipped to become future leaders and 

pastors in the Wesleyan tradition. A board of trustees 

with Hilltop representation would be established to  

provide loving guidance through their support and    

governance for students and the foundation                

program. The board would communicate with other 

local United Methodist churches in the Southern Prairie   

District and invite their support and involvement. Day-to

-day leadership for the foundation would be provided 

by a director who would have dual responsibility serving 

as the Hilltop Youth Director as well. Other leadership 

for the foundation would be provided by student       

interns and a core group of college students. Target is to 

have the director in place by July 1, 2016. Funding for 

the foundation would consist of:  already budgeted    

dollars for the Youth Director position*, dollars from the 

Increase Fund (roughly $30,000 pledged and being given 

in 2015 and included in 2016 budget). Other sources of 

funding will be ~$40,000 from the Reach, Renew,       

Rejoice campaign of the Minnesota Annual Conference, 

which aspires to plant a major campus ministry in      

Minnesota. ~$20,000 would come from Southern Prairie 

District sources. Additional grants may be available from 

the national organization The Foundation for Evangel-

ism. Future funding sources would include alumni, MN 

Annual Conference and endowment funding. Initially 

the Wesley Foundation would meet in campus meeting 

rooms, with having a dedicated on campus or near to 

campus location in the near future. Other fac-

tors: Pastor Kelly and Stacy Vanderwerf have deep    

experience in the Wesley Foundation tradition, as they 

came from one of the strongest programs in the U.S. at 

Texas Tech. Along with Pastor Fred, they have a strong 

passion for the success of our program on the MSU 

campus. The HUMC Ad Council approved the motion to 

affirm this proposal and to submit it to Annual Confer-

ence for their consideration.  

*Please know that E.J. Scharmer is aware of the         

proposal and change in Youth Ministry staffing. We have 

been in conversation with her and knew that her future 

education goals would lead her down a different path. 

We ask you to continue supporting her with your 

prayers as she endeavors to pursue a graduate degree.  

Trustees Report:  Aaron said that no further landscaping 

work would be done this year. Trustees submitted a 

budget to Finance for 2016. Terry asked about the roof 

over the sanctuary [it leaked in several areas after     

recent heavy rains]. Aaron said that Eric had done some 

patching and reminded council that a fund had been 

Hilltop Administrative Council 



started to cover the cost of replacing the roof at a later 

date.  

Finance Report:  JoAnn discussed a few line items that 

would need consideration in the 2016 budget: antici-

pated apportionment had been received by the MN  

Annual Conference ($24,332.00 or $2107.67 monthly), 

Reach Renew Rejoice will be 2% of the 2015 budget 

(approx. $5860.00), Ministry Candidate Support should 

be increased from $1000.00 to $2000.00, conference   

delegate should be increased, hospitality and kitchen 

for 2015 is nearly spent and should be increased, and 

Increase Fund to remain at $30,000.00. John reported 

that giving trends remain the same as last year. Paulette 

asked about 2015 worship budget. It was supposed to 

be $1635.00, but is listed as $1500.00.  

Endowment:  John reported that the Education Endow-

ment begin with a $23,634.00 deposit and is now at 

$25,582.00—an 8% increase. The Building & Property 

Endowment initially $15,000.00 is now $16,148.00—

also an 8% increase. 

Evangelism: Peggy was absent but John said that she 

wanted to know if people were wearing nametags. 

JoAnn said that there were not any available at the  

Welcome Center the previous week. 

Fellowship: Terry called on Kelly to explain the “Back to 

School Bash”. He would like this event to be a gift to the 

community and would like to have free food, games, a 

gift card raffle, etc. Missions, Evangelism, and Fellow-

ship are being called on to host the event on Sunday, 

September 13th as a end of the summer/welcome back 

to school party. Terry also announced that Kendra Daby 

would serve as co-chair of the Christmas Festival.  

Education: Jocelin reported that Kids Kinection would 

begin on Sunday, September 13th when we move to 

two worship services. We have finished the five year 

cycle of curriculum, but she found that beginning with 

the 2nd year, rather than the 1st, would better align 

with the Connect Group topics this fall. It is her hope 

that parents and students will have an opportunity to 

discuss at home the ideas that each is learning from Kids 

Kinection and Connect Groups.  She also mentioned that 

more Adventure Bibles had been ordered and she 

would like to have Bible Sunday at the end of Septem-

ber so that youth would have their bibles for the start of 

the Sunday school year. 

Worship: Paulette reported that worship did not meet, 

but that Jocelin made a request to both Kelly and the 

worship team, asking that the worship services be 

changed to 8:00am and 10:30am to allow adequate 

time for teaching. Kelly said that it was important that 

we welcome guests and take the time to show parents 

and child to the classroom. He thought the time change 

would encourage this opportunity. Worship affirmed 

this decision. 

Youth: E.J.  reported that every youth has been involved 

throughout the summer and that through one-on-ones 

and small groups she feels better acquainted with the 

youth compared to last year. She is grateful for Hilltop 

and loves being here. She would like to start a bible  

study on Sunday evenings with the boys meeting from 6

-7:00pm and the girls from 7-8:00pm. 

Technology:  Don met with Sim Sound last Thursday, 

and Pastor Kelly was present for most of the meeting 

too. We are awaiting their recommendations and      

proposal for some upgrades, with monitors in the      

narthex, improved speakers in the narthex, projector 

and sound system for fellowship hall, and a screen for 

the back of the sanctuary. We may need to be a bit 

creative with our budget or fundraising depending on 

the proposal and how much we decide to upgrade and 

spend either the remainder of 2015 or 2016.  

Next Meeting/Adjournment: The next meeting will be 

on Thursday, September 17, 2015 at 7:30 pm. Kelly 

closed with prayer. Meeting was adjourned. 
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Worship Attendance Statistics 

Sundays: 2015 2014 2013 

July 26 137 142 126 

August 2 202 156 203 

August 9 167 154 140 

August 16 156 92 142 

August 23 167 111 121 

Average 166 131 146 

 



Page 4 

Upward 

Worship Time Change 

Beginning September 13th our fall worship schedule  

resumes. We are pleased to continue two opportunities 

for worship at 8:00am and 10:30am. Please note this is 

a change from last year—the first service will now begin 

15 minutes earlier and the second service will begin 15 

minutes later. Between services we invite you to attend 

one of our Sunday Adult Connect Groups, Youth Class, 

or Kids’ Kinection. Two services allow you to consider 

attending one and serving the other by providing child 

care, media assistance, ushering, greeting, etc.  

Hilltop Choir 

Time to re-establish our choir connections and begin 

rehearsals for the fall worship services! First choir       

rehearsal of the season will be held on Wednesday,   

September 2, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.      

Interested singers are always welcome, and we love to 

have new vocalists join us! For more information,     

contact Paulette Adams at 507-345-6097, 

or pauletteredman.adams@gmail.com.  

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop 

Eucharist Service 12:10-12:30 pm 

Fellowship Lunch 12:30-12:50 pm 

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning 

‘thanksgiving,’ so please join us 

each Wednesday during the lunch 

hour, beginning on September 

30th, to give thanks to God for his 

love and mercy through the bro-

ken body and shed blood of Christ. 

As one body we will experience 

the real and present Spirit of 

Christ amongst us and in us, and 

be nourished to go forth to be 

faithful witnesses of God’s love 

and grace in the world.  

We encourage you to bring your 

lunch with you so that we can continue to fellowship 

with one another through the lunch hour after the service.  

Connect Groups 

Have you tried a Connect Group yet? Here’s your 

chance to meet new people. make new friends, and find 

real answers to life’s questions…all in the process of 

growing in your love of God. The Fall semester begins 

Sunday, September 27th and runs approximately 13 

weeks. Information about individual courses will be 

available at the Welcome Center soon. Find a class or 

two that interests you and register online at 

www.mankatohilltop.org or stop at the welcome center 

following worship service. Someone will be there every 

Sunday in September to answer your questions and help 

you register.  Registration deadline is September 22nd. 

Walk to Emmaus 

Meet Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to 

you through other believers. Emmaus is a terrific part 

of our discipleship development at Hilltop. Upcoming 

Fall Walks are October 15-18, 2015 for men, and    

October 29 to November 1, 2015 for women. These 

walks will be held at Koronis Ministries near Paynes-

ville, MN. If you are interested in attending a Walk, 

please contact Barb Keith, Jeff Adams, Don Putzier, or 

Pastor Kelly for more details. There are also more      

details at the Welcome Center.  

Outward 

Operation Christmas Child 

Plans are underway for the 2015 

Operation Christmas Child project, 

and Hilltop will again be serving as a     

collection center, gathering boxes 

from the Mankato area and sending them on their way 

to the Minneapolis  distribution center. Collection week 

this year is November 16-23, 2015. Fall is a great time to 

start shopping – end of summer sales and school supply 

sales are the perfect opportunity to start picking up 

items to include in shoeboxes. Questions? Contact 

Paulette Adams at pauletteredman.adams@gmail.com 

or 507-345-6097.  

Inward 
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Mary Martha Circle  
Date:  September 9th 

Time: 1:30 pm 

Hostess:  JoAnn Hutchinson 

Devotions:  Phyllis Cole 

Project: School Supplies 

Backpack Food Program of Mankato 

This program initiated by Feeding Our Communities 

Partners, with support from the Greater Mankato Area 

United Way, focuses on ensuring that students have  

nutritious food when school is out. Breakfast, lunch and 

a snack is provided to the participating students for 

each day of the weekend or school break. The child-

friendly food is confidentially placed in backpacks by 

school staff. The program is available to students K-6th 

grade at Franklin Elementary and K-5th grade at Ken-

nedy, Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, Rosa Parks, Roo-

sevelt, Eagle Lake, and Garfield Elementary Schools in 

Mankato, Minnesota.  

You can help by making a donation at the September 

Mission Potluck/Back to School Bash at Hilltop on     

Sunday, September 13th or by donating any of the food 

items listed below. Donations should be brought to   

Hilltop by September 27, 2015. 

Maruchan Instant Lunch (2.25 oz any variety, cups only) 

Kraft Easy Mac packets 

Chef Boyardee Microwave Pasta Bowl or Rice Bowl 
(must be meat variety i.e. Spaghetti with Meatballs or 
Chicken with Rice) 

Instant Oatmeal packets (fun kid varieties, other than  
maple and brown sugar) 

100% juice boxes (6 oz) 

Apple sauce cups (4 oz, any variety i.e. Strawberry, peach) 

Fruit cups in light syrup (4 oz) 

Peanut Butter Snack Cracker Packs (1.38 oz) 

Nabisco Teddy Grahams (.5 - 1.0 oz ind. packaged) 

Granola Bars (1 oz any variety) 

Pudding Cups (3.5 oz non-refrigerated, fun flavors) 

Gluten Free Snacks (1 oz ind. packaged i.e. raisins,  
craisins, gluten free crispy rice bars)   

Mission Potlucks 

We will begin our monthly mission potluck on Sunday, 

September 13th. Please bring a side dish to share at the 

Back to School Bash following the 10:30 am worship 

service. All mission potlucks will take place the first  

Sunday of the month, except in September.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Hilltop is throwing a party on Sunday, September 13th 

from 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm! Join us for FREE food and  

activities for kids of all ages! 

 FREE food for everyone 

 Face Painting 

 Cake Walk 

 Minute-to-Win-It games 

 Bounce house 

 Earn raffle tickets for GREAT prizes (Come 

 early! The more events you participate in, the 

 more raffle tickets you can earn) 

Did we forget to say that EVERYTHING IS FREE! 

MOST IMPORANTLY invite everyone you know, and plan 

on being there to help out and enjoy the fun for your-

selves This is our gift to those outside of our walls to 

celebrate the end of a great Summer and the beginning 

of a new school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Drew’s Crew-5K ColorFest Walk/Run  

Saturday, September 12th, beginning at 10:30 a.m. in 

Harman Park, New Ulm, a 5K ColorFest Walk/Run will be 

kicking off a benefit for Drew Aufderheide, who has a 

rare and incurable form of Chronic Myeloid Leukemia. 

Following the Run/Walk will be a celebration at Harman 

Park with food, fun, a silent auction, live auction and 

music. A portion of funds raised, per Drew’s request, 

will be donated the New Ulm Medical Center Oncology 

Unit, in addition to a scholarship to be awarded to a  

local individual pursing a medical degree. Register at 

DrewsCrew.org and be sure to check our Drew’s story 

and our amazing live auction items.  
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Happy Anniversary!  

Tony & Tara Wagner 9/3 

Paul & Deb Young 9/8 

Eric & Cori Mundt 9/13 

Brandon & Tara Swalve 9/15 

Bill & Terri Goebel 9/19 

Don & Darlene Meyer 9/21 

Neil & Debby Westby 9/22 

Todd & Shannon Andersen 9/22 

Kevin & Jeanette Phillips 9/25 

Cheryl & Ed Emery 9/27 

Chris & Holly Aasen 9/28 
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Kids’ Kinection 

Please join us Sunday, September 13th for rally day of 

Kids’ Kinection! Our rotational style curriculum 

for preschool - 6th grade has four stations: Mario 

Kart (Cooking), DS (Technology-ipads), Artari (Art), 

and PS (Play & Pray). Each station compliments the    

others to help God’s word become real to kids. Kids’   

Kinection meets every Sunday 9:15-10:15 am. You can 

register online at: www.mankatohilltop.com/ministries/ 

sunday-school-children/ or in person on Sept. 13th. 

Please contact Jocelin, Education Coordinator, at 317-

7474 with any questions. If you wish to help out with 

Kids' Kinection as a teacher, assistant teacher, or      

shepherd please contact Jocelin.  

Youth Group 

Youth in grades 7th-12th be meeting on Wednesday 

nights for fellowship and fun beginning September 9th 

from 6:15pm - 8:00pm. Parents should plan to attend the 

first  15 minutes as E.J. will be handing out packets of 

information detailing events for the school year. 

Sleepout to End Youth Homelessness 

Homeless teens, couch hopping, abusive home lives,  

neglected youth... this is a hidden population in the  

Mankato area, but they do exist and deserve help in a 

manner that recognizes their dignity and gives them 

hope. On October 3rd, we will be spending 12 hours   

outside in the parking lot of the Salvation Army on          

Riverfront Drive where we will sleep in cardboard boxes 

overnight to experience homelessness, raise awareness 

of this problem in our community, and raise money 

where 100% of all donations go straight to our local 

youth drop-in center! See E.J. for registration packet!  

Thank you to all of my Hilltop families for the calls, 

visits and cards. We await decisions as to the “next 

steps” and take comfort knowing so many cheer us on 

this journey. Quoting from one of the cards: “Some days 

there won’t be a song in your heart. Sing anyway….and 

lift your spirit”. (Quote from Emery Austin)            

 - Marj and Ron Blommel 

Youth 

Happy Birthday! 
Amie Reed 9/1 

Lois Meschke 9/1 

Alexis Galinat 9/3 

Dan Flowers 9/3 

Joe Daufenbach 9/4 

Todd Andersen 9/4 

Jean Jackson 9/6 

Marlys Johnson 9/6 

Joe Marrs 9/7 

Robert Anderson 9/7 

Christian Brown 9/8 

Lorraine Currie 9/9 

Stef Morgan 9/9 

Jackie Dittrich 9/12 

Shannon Andersen 9/13 

Kim Johnson 9/14 

Zander Morgan 9/14 

Catherine Bittner 9/15 

Sam Daufenbach 9/15 

Charles Burns 9/16 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Mehrman 9/16 

Aaron Wall 9/17 

Brennen Andersen 9/17 

Randy Born 9/17 

Howard Friesen 9/18 

Mariah Brown 9/18 

Carlee Emery 9/19 

Arlene Hewett 9/21 

Kevin Schroeder 9/22 

Makenna Andrews 9/22 

Mackenzie Weber 9/23 

Arlene Larson 9/24 

Richard Turtle 9/25 

Aaron Adams 9/27 

Phyllis Roseberry 9/27 

Eleanor McDonough 9/29 

Judy Harrington 9/29 

Kenyon Brown 9/29 

Madeline Beaty 9/29 

Jack Prosser 9/30 
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Pastor Kelly McCuaig 
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108 S. Manitou Drive 

Mankato, MN 56001 

(507) 387-3877  
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 find us on facebook: 

 Hilltop United Methodist Church 

Early Response Basic Training Course 

Date:    September 19, 2015     8:30a.m.- 4:30 p.m.             

              (Arrive at 8:00 to complete forms) 

Location: Albert Lea UMC, 702 S. Highway 69 

                  Albert Lea, MN 56007 

                  (507) 373-8233 

Register by: September 11, 2015 by contacting Anne       

                       Harvell at (612) 925-2715 

Early Response Teams (ERT) fill a specific need in the days 

soon after a natural disaster. ERTs remove debris, clean 

out flood-damaged homes, and otherwise help to prevent 

further property damage while providing a caring Chris-

tian presence. ERT volunteers are different from general 

volunteers because we are trained, have security back-

ground checks and are entirely self-sufficient. Since 1997 

ERT trained volunteers have worked at 18 Minnesota dis-

asters and responded five times to disasters in other 

states. The course, taught by UMCOR certified instructors, 

provides the basic skills for you to become a member of 

the Early Response Team. 

Ministry Discernment Retreat 
Date: September 26, 2015 from 9a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Location: Rochester, MN (Evangel UMC) or Worthington, 

MN (First UMC) 

Register: Rev. Steve Trefz at 605-251-5316 or online at 

(www.surveymonkey.com/r/20152016LaityRegistration) 

A Ministry Discernment Retreat is a one-day event for 

folks who are feeling a call or a nudge to serve in ministry 

to others. It serves as the entry point into three creden-

tialing opportunities in The United Methodist Church 

(certified lay servant, lay speaker, or lay minister), so it’s a 

great ‘first step’ into what God is calling you to do in the 

next three to five years (or perhaps more!). It’s also a 

great way to connect with people from surrounding 

United Methodist churches who have similar calls. Partici-

pants are under no obligation to move forward in any 

particular track of leadership in the UMC, but they could 

once the day is complete.” 
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