
From The Pastor 
History in the Making 

 I know I’ve said this plenty of times in church on     

Sundays, but we can’t drive this point home enough.     

History is in the making here at Hilltop with Ashley 

Swoboda’s appointment as our new Associate Pastor of 

Youth & Campus Ministries. Not only is this the first     

Associate Pastor that Hilltop has ever had, but this is the 

first female clergy person in our church’s history, and 

these are both things that are worth celebrating! 

 For two years now we’ve been searching for someone 

to take on the full-time responsibility in leading us in our 

mission to reach the youth and college students of     

Mankato, and we are blessed that God has brought     

Ashley to us! Her appointment here as our Associate   

Pastor is a huge sign of faith and trust from our denomi-

nation. That our Bishop would see Hilltop as a vital and 

growing church in need of an Associate Pastor position 

shows that we’re living into our mission of acting our size 

and helping the world connect with Jesus as we move  

UPward in worship, INward in discipleship, and OUTward 

in mission.   

 As I think upon the journey we’re on as a church, I 

keep returning to one of those great heroes of the faith—

Abraham. In Genesis 12 we see God asking Abraham to 

place all his faith in God—to place all of Abraham’s trust, 

obedience, dedication, and love in God and his mission.  

Abraham could have argued with God. Abraham could 

have hesitated. Abraham could have negotiated with God.  

But Abraham did none of that. Abraham made the simple, 

yet powerful, decision to simply say to God, “I’ll go where 

you send me.” That was a historic moment that changed 

the entire course of world history. And I believe the 

choices that we’re making here at Hilltop will fall in line 

with all those world-changing choices that the people of 

God have been making for 4,000 years.   

 So keep making bold choices for God. Keep involving 

yourselves in God’s mission. One great way you can do 

that this month is by getting to know Ashley and Cody. In 

this newsletter you’ll find a list of Meet & Greets—times 

in small groups that you can spend asking them questions 

and they can do the same with you. I know how much 

these times with y’all meant to Shannon and me, and I 

know Ashley and Cody will love getting to know you just 

as we have.   

 While you’re putting a Meet & Greet on your schedule, 

don’t forget to block of the evenings of August 6th through 

the 9th. These are the dates of our first ever Master’s   

Storyteller event! This four-night experience is part VBS, 

part old-time revival, part drama, part worship. You’re not 

going to want to miss it! More information is in this news-

letter, but what I want you to do now is just know that 

you’ll be tremendously blessed by being part of this 

event. Bring your kids, invite your neighbors, friends, and 

family members. You’ll want everyone to hear what our 

guest preacher, Wes, is going to share with us through his 

dramatic storytelling.   

God is on the move folks. Ashley’s new appointment, and 

us bringing in someone like storyteller Wes Putnam are 

signs of the work of God in this place, and it’s all     be-

cause of your faithful service and trust in God. God moves 

in and through us as he shares his love and grace with the 

world. Let’s keep it up!   

Pastor Kelly 

Meet and Greets 

Sign up at the Welcome Center for a small group session 

to get to know Ashley and Cody Swoboda. The dates are: 

Friday, June 30th at 6:30 pm at 328 LeRay Ave, Eagle 

Lake—Hosts: Kerry Rausch/Paulette Booker  

Monday, July 10th at 7:00 pm at 106 Royal Road, Man-

kato—Hosts: Bill and Adela Scherer 

Tuesday, July 18th at 7:00 pm at 1602 Sherwood Drive, 

North Mankato—Hosts: Jeff and Paulette Adams  

Wednesday, July 26th at 7:00 pm at 208 Harbor Hill 

Drive, Mankato—Hosts: Dan and Kelly Rivers 
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Word from ashley 

Y’all, I can’t even begin to put into words just how good it is 

to be welcomed into the Hilltop family. Not only have you 

literally embraced me with open arms but our God has truly 

blessed my soul in the process. It is my joy and privilege to 

begin walking with you along the path that leads to life and 

I intend to hit the ground running alongside our youth and 

college students. Together we’ll be chasing after the heart 

of God through intentional small and large group gather-

ings! Here’s what’s coming down the pike this month: 

Connect Group for Youth 

What: Surviving the Hunger Games 

When: Thursdays from 6:30-8:00pm (July 13 - August 17) 

Where: Hilltop Fellowship Hall 

We’ll watch our way through the 

first Hunger Games movie and work 

through “a series of questions and 

activities designed to challenge     

students to think more theologically 

and philosophically about some of 

the issues of our time.” 

What: Youth Summer Bash 

What, When & Where: Those are great questions! The   

particulars of this event are a work in-progress but a       

bodacious Summer Bash is being planned for our middle 

and high schoolers! More details will come during Sunday 

service and online in the coming week(s)… 

Connect Group for College Students 

What: CAMPUS gODS 

When: TBD based on students’ availability - contact     

Ashley by email or text today if you’re interested! 

We’ll journey through Guy Chmiele-

ski’s book, CAMPUS gODS: Exposing 

the idols that can derail your        

present and destroy your future.  

Together we’ll tackle the many gods 

that long to take the driver’s seat in 

our lives, to include: achievement, 

freedom, status, substances, pleas-

ure, intimacy, information, voice, 

(ir)responsibility, and new. 

As we prepare for the months and years to come, may we 

be open to the work of the Spirit within our midst; may it 

be He who gathers us into intentional community, empow-

ers us for the work of Christ, and emboldens us to lead lives 

that bring honor and glory to our Father in heaven. May it 

be so!   

In Christ, 

Pastor Ashley 
ashley@mankatohilltop.org 
813-504-5100 

MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir  

Hilltop is excited to welcome the MN Adult and Teen        

Challenge Choir on Sunday, July 16, 2017 at both the 9:00 

am and 10:30 am worship service. The MnTC Choir is 

known statewide, having performed at nearly 200 churches 

in 2016. The choir’s contemporary Gospel and Praise songs 

will be accompanied by inspiring client  stories of addiction 

recovery. Additionally, representatives from the program 

will be available following the service to answer questions 

about the programs of MnTC.  

Since 1983, Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge has been 

restoring hope to people of all ages struggling with drug 

and alcohol addiction. They are one of the largest, most 

effective, and most affordable programs available with 

campuses in Minneapolis, Brainerd, Duluth, Rochester and 

the newest center in Buffalo, Minnesota. Minnesota Adult 

& Teen Challenge (formerly Mn Teen Challenge) offers both 

a long-term faith based recovery program and a shorter-

term licensed treatment program called Life Renewal     

allowing them to effectively serve individuals with a broad 

spectrum of addiction issues; from those seeking treatment 

for the first time, to those who have been struggling with 

addiction for many years. Every Sunday, groups of MnTC 

residents visit regional churches where they share inspira-

tional songs and personal stories of their recovery from 

addiction. The choir provides a unique learning environ-

ment and plays an integral part in the recovery process as 

residents truly benefit from giving vocal expression to the 

life change that they have experienced. For additional infor-

mation call Mark Berggren at (612) 238-6185.  

 



Lake Day  

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to 

fellowship at the Lake together this 

Summer. On July 9th and  August 13th we’ll head 

out to the North Shore Park at Madison Lake right 

after our 10:30 service. Bring your lake gear, and bring 

your own meat to grill and a side to share, or just bring 

some sandwiches for your family… Whatever you bring 

just be prepared to have fun with our Hilltop Family at the 

lake. 

Green Bag Day! 

The third Sunday of each month 

we commit together as a church 

to provide food for the hungry. 

On July 16th please pick up a 

green bag on your way out of worship -inside you’ll find a 

grocery list of items most needed at the Echo Food Shelf. 

Fill up your bag and bring it back the following Sunday so 

we can give thanks for God’s provision, and praise him for 

inviting us to be the hands and feet of Christ. We have 

given 1500 lbs of food since the beginning of the year! If 

you are not able to visit the grocery store but would like 

to contribute, you can also give by text or put a check in 

the offering plate (write Echo Food Shelf on the memo 

line). 

Faith Night with the MoonDogs  

The Mankato MoonDogs face the 

Waterloo Bucks on Sunday, July 

16th at 6:05 pm. Don’t miss the 

fun and action at Franklin Rogers 

Park. There will be a sign up at the 

Welcome Center. 

Discipleship Ice Social  

Hilltop UMC Emmaus/Cursillo Friends invite you an ice 

cream social at Hilltop UMC on Friday, July 21 from 6:30 

to 8 p.m. Please join us for Fellowship, Music, Prayer, and 

Communion. Learn how Walk to Emmaus can aid in     

discipleship development in your faith community. All are 

welcome! 

 

The Master’s Storyteller 

Come hear the Master’s Storyteller, here at Hilltop August 

6-9th, as he presents a unique blend of story and song. If 

Elijah, a prophet from the Old Testament, appeared     

today, what would he look and sound like? Through the 

imagination of Wesley Putnam, “the Master’s Storyteller,” 

you might meet Elijah as a Bronx cop, or see Daniel from 

the lion’s den as a West Texas cowboy. These and other 

stories bring ancient characters to life and convey truth in 

a fresh, relevant way for our generation.  

There will be refreshing times of praise and worship, as 

Wesley and his wife Felicia bring an exciting blend of old 

and new songs to help people express their love for God. 

This time of renewal is for kids too. BibleQuest is a fast-

paced program designed to make learning Bible facts and 

truths exciting for elementary students. You will be 

amazed at how much they learn in a short time. You 

won’t want to miss a single night! 

Online Giving 

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our 

church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic 

contribution today. You won’t need to write checks and 

prepare envelopes every week. And even when you can’t 

attend services, your electronic contributions will arrive 

without delay. 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time 

or recurring gift and view your complete online giving  

history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.  

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at: 

www.mankatohilltop.com, 

2. Click on the Give Now button, 

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the 

onscreen instructions to create an online profile 

and to schedule your contribution.  

“I GAVE ONLINE” cards can be found in the pews and are 

to be used by those who give electronically by auto-tithe, 

online giving or text to give. This allows members an    

opportunity to put something in the offering plate to   

indicate a donation has been given.  
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Hilltop News 



Happy Anniversary! 

Brad & Cheryl Propp 7/3 

Dewey & Jan Marble 7/10 

Chuck & Joy Rowen 7/17 

Marj & Ron Blommel 7/18 

Dean & Chelsey Zimmerli 7/18 

Bob & Deborah Jesseman 7/28 

James & Ira Zierdt 7/30  

Scott & Judy Petersen 7/30 
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Hilltop News 

HappyBirthday! 
Rick Johnson 7/3 

Sam Rausch 7/3 

Erin Anderson 7/4 

Lorna Kennedy 7/6 

Rolly Utzinger 7/6 

Paul Simonett 7/9 

Clare Rivers 7/10 

Dan Swanson 7/10 

Kaiya Ross 7/12 

Karin Gavin 7/13 

Amy Daufenbach 7/14 

John Phelps 7/14 

Joyce Bosard 7/17 

Rose Adams 7/19 

Bob Berg 7/20 

Scott Petersen 7/20 

 

 
Alan Roseberry 7/21 

Kari Juni 7/21 

Alison Nelson 7/22 

Will Jesseman 7/22 

Brayden Savage 7/23 

Sarah Jesseman 7/23 

Austin Beaty 7/25 

Ty Johnson 7/25 

Gloria Hubmer 7/27 

Marilyn Northamer 7/27 

Ethan McDonough 7/28 

Craig Zimmerman 7/28 

Joy Rowen 7/30 

Kaitlyn Juni 7/31 

Paula Peterson 7/31 

Administrative Council Meeting  

The Ad Council meets the third Thursday of each month 

and is now meeting from 6:30-8:00 pm with the Commit-

tee meetings following at 8:00 pm. The deadline for the 

August newsletter is Monday, July 24, 2017. There is a  

submission form on the shelf by the copier or submit to   

office@mankatohilltop.org and include “AUGUST NEWS-

LETTER” in the subject line.  

The minutes for the June 15, 2017 were not ready at the 

time of printing the July newsletter. Please contact the 

church office if you would like a copy. 

Hilltop Administrative Council 2017 

Chairperson Jeff Adams 

Vice Chair Allison Bass 

Rec. Secretary Michelle Behsman 

Lay Leader Paulette Adams 

Lay Del. to AC Andrew Bittner  

Finance Chair Kerry Rausch 

Finance Sec. Adela Scherer 

Trustee Chair Bob Berg 

SPRC Chair Kari Juni  

UPWARD Paulette Booker 

INWARD (Nom) Stacy Vanderwerf 

OUTWARD Shannon McCuaig 

Youth Rep Kari Juni  

Young Adult Rep. Alexis McCall 

S.S. Chair Jocelin Reynolds  

Parish Nurse Judy Argetsinger 

Steward. Chair Jeanette Phillips 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig  

Members at large: Karen Frydendall, Margaret Beaty, 

Holly Aasen, Wayne Baumgartner, Karin Gavin 

Thank you 

Thank you Hilltop for prayers, visits & for the beautiful 

prayer shawl - it was appreciated. Sincerely, Arlene Lar-

son 

Congratulations to Matt & E.J. Lee who had a baby boy, 

at 6:23 pm on June 25th!!! Teddy was  8 pounds and 4 

ounces and 21 inches long at birth.   

Hilltop Office 

The office will not be staffed Mon., Jul. 3rd through Thurs., 

Jul. 6th due to staff vacations.  

INVENTORY—If you notice that we are in need of any item 

for the kitchen, hospitality, etc. you will find an inventory 

list in the kitchen on a clipboard below the phone. Please 

mark the item(s) and sign your name and date in case we 

have any questions. Thank you!  
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lie with programs but with people, Dotson explained. 

“It’s going to take movements of ordinary believers who 

learn how to strategically hang out, who leverage gifts of 

laity, who are willing to be the presence of Jesus in the 

hard places,” he said. “People are not a means to an end. 

They are not how we reach our goals. They are the why of 

our goals.” 

Churches must also learn to be innovative, looking to the 

future in order to see what to do in the present. In particu-

lar, missional engagement means being authentic in       

relationships, allowing them to develop organically so that 

discipleship emerges from natural contexts. Every disciple 

is strategically located among people God is calling them 

to reach, and opportunities to share stories of God’s work 

arise from those relationships. 

As a way to think about natural relationships, Dotson 

pointed to “See All the People,” an ethos championed by 

Discipleship Ministries that encourages congregations to 

connect with real people in their local communities. To 

build disciples, he said, congregations must stop trying to 

fix the church and instead focus on the individuals God is 

calling to discipleship. (Watch “See All the People” video 

at: https://vimeo.com/221892232) 

www.mankatohilltop.org 

 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig 

pastor@mankatohilltop.org 

 

Associate Pastor Ashley Swoboda 

ashley@mankatohilltop.org 

 

108 S. Manitou Drive 

Mankato, MN 56001 

(507) 387-3877 

office@mankatohilltop.org 

 

 find us on facebook: 

 Hilltop United Methodist Church 

Dotson to Minnesota Conference: Focus on 

the “Why” By Christa Meland and Eric Van Meter 
 

In his Wednesday morning teaching session on next-level 

discipleship, Rev. Junius B. Dotson focused on giving church 

leaders a way to take the inspiration from Annual Confer-

ence home in practical ways—beginning with the “why.” 

“Can you clearly articulate your why?” Dotson asked those 

gathered. “Our why isn’t so that we are able to fill pews. 

Filling pews might be a result or byproduct, but it has      

absolutely nothing to do with our why…When you know 

your ‘why,’ your ‘what’ has meaning.” 

But many churches have lost focus and mistaken activity for 

accomplishment, Dotson said. Most churches lose the 

memory of why their systems were put in place to begin 

with. “We should always be asking: What role does this  

activity, event, or program have in helping us make         

disciples?” he said. 

Discipleship begins when churches and church leaders     

reconnect with the “why” of their processes, and as a result 

develop mature disciples that can repeat the processes 

with others. 

The key to successful ministry in the 21st century does not 

Minnesota Annual Conference                            


