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FROM THE PASTOR
Hell...YES!

A few years ago there was a widely circulated book
entitled “Heaven Is for Real.” The story of a four-year old
boy’s experience of heaven during his emergency surgery
became a New York Times Bestseller and was made into a
movie. The story brought renewed interest in heaven
among Christians. | wonder if a book entitled “Hell Is for

Ill

Real” would have had near the same popularity.

This week a friend posted an article on his Facebook page
entitled “If Hell is Real, Than Love has No Meaning” by
John Shore. Shore suggests hell is, in fact, not real. His
logic reads, “God can be real; and hell can be real. But the
only possible way for both to be real is if we define God as
a being who is either so powerless that he cannot stop
anyone from going to hell, or so cruel that he’d simply
rather not.” Since we understand God to be all-powerful
and all-loving, how can we explain a powerful loving God

who sends anyone to a place of eternal torment?
So how would | respond to Mr. Shore?

First, the scriptures speak about the concept of hell.
Sometimes they use the word hell itself and other times
they speak about eternal misery, eternal punishment, or
metaphors like “the lake of fire which never goes out.” It
would be challenging to read the scriptures and simply
gloss over these concepts of eternal punishment.

Second, | would suggest the only way a human being can
be truly happy is in a relationship with God. Jesus Christ is
the only God that exists. So to reject the only God who
exists is to reject your own happiness. Misery is inevita-
ble. So it’s not that God is torturing us, but rather we are
simply experiencing the inevitable result of life without
God.

Third, Shore tries to suggest that God sends us to hell.
But in John 3:16 we see God perfectly demonstrates his
love to all by sending his own son so that we might have

eternal life. In the very next verses (3:17-21) we learn that
God’s heart in sending Jesus is to save us and not
condemn us; but sometimes, we in our stubbornness
reject light and opt for darkness. Scriptures attest that the
heart of God is that no one would perish; however, some
will choose for whatever reason to reject God. They are
not sent to hell by God, but rather by their own choosing.

This brings us to our final truth. As Methodists we affirm
that God is love, and it is precisely because God is all-
loving that he doesn’t force his will upon us but rather
gives us free will to freely choose Him. It’s that precious
gift of choice that allows real love to flourish, but it also
allows us to reject real happiness and ultimately reject
God. God’s love never fails, in fact, God loves people of
hell.
because of human freedom the question is “Will we love
God back?”

The question is not “Does God loves us?”, but

Now, the church for centuries has often used hell as a
scare tactic and in so doing jeopardized the character of
God, who like you and me, doesn’t wish hell on anyone.
You may have heard me say love the heaven into people
rather than scare the hell out of them. Well Hell is real, we
don’t terrify people into avoiding it, but rather we offer
(or better yet, demonstrate) the life, love, and happiness,
of the Kingdom of heaven.

Be blessed,
Pastor Fred

LEADERSHIP RETREAT

Save the date! All elected 2015 Leadership are encour-
aged to join us on Saturday, February 21st, from 9am to
1pm at Belgrade Ave UMC (to get a fresh perspective).
We will spend time reflecting on where we have been,
where we are, and where God is calling us. This meeting
sets the tone for our work throughout the year - your
voice means a lot to us!
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Minutes from January Ad Council
Thursday, January 15, 2015, 7:30 pm

Present: Pastor Fred Vanderwerf, Jeff Adams, Paulette
Adams, Paulette Booker, Herb Fast, Karin Gavin,
Heather Gowanlock, Terri Horn, JoAnn Hutchinson, Eric
Mundt, John Phelps, Peggy Phelps, and Rolly Utzinger.

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Jeff Adams. Jeff
welcomed new members and opened the meeting with
prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of De-
cember 18, 2014, were available for review. Motion
made by Peggy Phelps to approve minutes as presented.
Motion seconded by Joanne Hutchinson, motion car-
ried.

Reminders for 2015: Pastor Fred welcomed the Council
members, noting that the council serves as the govern-
ing body for the church, setting the vision and steering
the ship, but not managing all the activities of the
church. Committees and teams are in place to develop,
manage and carry out activities that are aligned with the
church’s vision.

Act our size—Mid-size church. Pastor Fred discussed the
concepts of small, mid-size and large churches, and how
they differ. Hilltop has grown enough that we are now
considered a mid-size church, and as such, need to think
in terms of being a mid-size church and no longer being
a small church.

Implement changes to our “DNA” — outward focus.

Goal-Ministry extension/plant/seed in 2016. Hilltop
has begun discussions on being the kind of church that
plants a church. Steps to accomplish this include deep-
ening our discipleship, strengthening pastoral care, and
increasing our reach. A goal would be to establish a sec-
ond paid staff position by July of 2016. The 2015 budget
includes $30,000 for a future full-time position.

Pastor’'s Comments: Registrations for Connect Groups
currently stand at 94. Pastor Fred distributed copies of
the Administrative Covenant form and reviewed it with
the group. Clarification was made that if an Ad Council

member cannot attend the meeting, they should have
someone come in their place to represent their position.
Lenten Services — current plans are to hold an Ash
Wednesday service and Holy week services, but not to
hold Wednesday night Lenten services all through Lent.
Participation in Connect groups will be encouraged in
lieu of the Lenten services. Pastor Fred will be continu-
ing to work on his dissertation over the next six months.
During this time there will be opportunities for pulpit
supply approximately once per month in order to sup-
port Pastor Fred in completion of his dissertation. Ken-
yon Brown, son of Leah Baumbach and Adam Brown,
will be baptized on February 8.

Trustee’s Report: Eric Mundt reported that Aaron Daby
has been elected as the Vice Chair of the Trustee’s Com-
mittee. Their meeting included a discussion of landscap-
ing. New banner mounts have been installed in the
sanctuary, and a banner pole has been crafted to use for
hanging and removing banners, eliminating the need to
use a ladder.

Finance Report: Joanne Hutchinson reported. Checking
account balance is at $19,500. December income and
expenses were close to being equal. Average monthly
giving for 2014 is $21,960.12, an increase from
$20,476.89 in 2013. For 2014 year-end, expenses ex-
ceeded the budget by $6,167.72, or 2.2%. The expense
total included the $41,970 paid for the parking lot com-
pletion, an amount not included in the original budget.

Endowment Fund Report: John Phelps reported. Educa-
tion and Leadership Development Account has grown
from its base amount of $23,600 to a total of $24,700.
The Property Account has grown from $15,000 to a total
of $15,650 at the end of the year. Endowment Fund by-
laws include a provision that 50% of the year’s growth
can be available to be dispersed, for 2014 this would be
a total of $850.00. Action: A recommendation was
made to increase publicity regarding the Endowment
Fund. John Phelps will follow-up with this suggestion.

Missions Report: Heather Gowanlock noted that the
mission for the first quarter of 2015 will be Habitat for
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Ad Council Minutes cont.

Humanity. Hilltop will be participating in the “Home
Tweet Home” fundraiser — birdhouses are decorated by
volunteers and then auctioned off in a silent auction.
The Mission team will be planning a “painting day” at
the church for people to come to paint birdhouses,
likely date of Saturday, February 14. Hilltop is scheduled
to serve four Salvation Army meals this year, the first
being Sunday, February 22. The confirmation class and
their parents may be helping to serve this meal.

Education—Kids’ Kinection Report: Karin Gavin re-
ported. Three new families have joined Kids’ Kinection
since the start of the year. The curriculum for this year is
halfway completed, and at the end of May they will
have completed the 4" year. In the fall the curriculum
will start over with Year 1. The ipads are being used on a
weekly basis and for Family Day events. Karin is plan-
ning to step down from her leadership role with Kids’
Kinection at the end of May, and has suggested several
people for possible replacements. She is currently work-
ing on manuals to assist with an easy transition in lead-
ership.

Worship Report: Paulette Booker reported, noted there
are currently openings for two new members on the
Worship Team. She stated that the Team will be pri-
marily focused on improving the worship experience.

Technology Report: Don Putzier provided a report. A
new handheld wireless mic and receiver have been or-
dered and will be installed soon. Cost is approximately
$800. An upgrade has been purchased for Easy Worship
at a cost of $49.00. Don converted old data to work in
the new version. Training will be required for set up and
for use of the new version. Don has looked into purchas-
ing Carbonite for backing up our computers. The tech-
nician recommended we consider purchasing the Pro
Basic version at a cost of $242.99.

Old Business:

Connect Groups: Dan Rivers and Jeff Adams have pro-
vided Connect Group testimonies during worship ser-

vices. Registration will be wrapped up on January 25.
Participation is not limited to members of the congrega-
tion. Pastor Fred reminded the Council that small
groups are a key to fellowship, and he envisions Hilltop
as being a church of small groups. Council members are
encouraged to think of new people and invite them to
participate in Connect Groups. A Connect Group host
training session will be held on Saturday, January 17.

New Business:

Leadership Retreat: A Leadership Retreat is scheduled
for Saturday, February 21, 2015, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
at Belgrade United Methodist Church. Committee and
Team leaders are invited to attend, along with all com-
mittee and team members.

Adjournment/Next Meeting: Pastor Fred closed the
meeting with prayer. Meeting adjorned at 8:31 p.m. The
next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, February
19, 2015.

Hilltop Servant Leadership 2015
Administrative Council

Jeff Adams '16
Michelle Behsman*

Chairperson
Rec. Secretary

Lay Leader Paulette Adams*

Lay Del. to AC Andrew Bittner '17
Finance Chair Joanne Hutchinson '16
Finance Sec. Adela Scherer*
Trustee Chair Eric Mundt 16

SPRC Chair KariJuni’17

Youth Rep E.J. Scharmer*

S.S. Chair Karin Gavin*
Fellowship Chair  Terry Berg*

Heather Gowanlock ‘16
Paulette Booker '16
Peggy Phelps*

Parish Nurse Judy Argetsinger*
Steward. Chair Jeanette Phillips*
Pastor Fred Vanderwerf*

Missions Chair
Worship Chair
Evang. Chair

Members at large:
’15 Ethan McDonough, Rolly Utzinger
’16 Dexter Oswald, Herb Fast
'17 Karen Frydendall, Terri Horn
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Mission Potluck

[ ]
Please bring a dish to im' Habltat

for Humanity
share and enjoy fellow- South Central Minnesota

ship with Hilltop families following the 10:15 am
worship service on Sunday, February 8th. A freewill
offering will benefit Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit,
ecumenical Christian ministry founded on the conviction
that every man, woman and child should have a decent,
safe and affordable place to live. Habitat builds with
people in need regardless of race or religion. Habitat
welcomes volunteers and supporters from all back-
grounds.

Home Tweet Home

Looking for artists to paint a bird-
house, bird feeder or other garden
accessory for the Habitat Fundraiser

on March 13, 2015. Please sign up in
the narthex to join us in painting and decorating bird-
houses on Saturday, February 14 from 9:00-11:00 am in
the Fellowship Hall. Bring your creative ideas!

Upcoming Fellowship Opportunities
Tai Chi

On Sunday, February 8th, following the mission potluck,
there will be a class in Tai Chi. Laurie Drake offered
classes last fall in the Connect Group and if you are in-
terested in finding out what Tai Chi is all about, come
join us. The class will last approximately 45 minutes. No
need to sign up — just come. Hope to see you there !

Game Day

On Sunday, March 8th, follow-
ing the mission potluck, we
will be playing games from
12:30 pm — 3 pm. Please use
sign up sheet in Narthex to sign up for the cribbage and
500 tournaments. Some games will be available, but
feel free to bring a game to share and a snack to share if
you wish. Keep in mind we will have had potluck. Ages 0
-100 are invited!

1st Annual Hilltop Women’s Retreat

Looking for time away from the busyness of life — time
to “stop and smell the roses,” as you relax with friends,
share laughter and stories, and spend time with God?

i

The first annual Hilltop Women’s G%%d“?gg

Retreat is scheduled for the evening
of Friday, May 15, 2015 through the afternoon of Satur-
day, May 16, 2015. Please mark your calendars now to

Join us at our Garden Getaway
retreat to experience all of this and
more!

save the weekend for this great opportunity for a Gar-
den Getaway. Complete details will be coming soon.

Welcome Center Hospitality

If anyone would like to donate goodies to the Welcome
Center in honor of a special occasion, such as a birthday
or anniversary, or for no reason at all, please contact
Peggy Phelps at psphelps@chartermi.net or 385-0764.

2015 Offering Envelopes

Please find your box of envelopes at the Welcome
Center. If you do not use these, you need not take
them. If you would like to use them and don’t see your
name, please contact Michelle in the office at 387-3877.

Church Directory

We would like to make available to all members an up-
dated church directory, but need to verify that all con-
tact information is correct before printing. Please stop
by the Welcome Center, look over your information,
and let us know if we need to update your address,
email or phone number. Thank you for helping keep
these records up-to-date!

Mary Martha Circle

f\.‘_ 3 ‘
o Date: February 11th
tj_g%w ﬁ y
o= < (o Time: 1:30 pm
ﬁ'}r a W Hostess: Wanda Alleven
n & Devotions: Marci Fast

Project: Hygiene Kits


http://www.habitat.org/how/christian.aspx
mailto:psphelps@chartermi.net
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Walk to Emmaus—An Invitation

Walk to
mmausg,

THE UPPER ROOM

®

The Walk to Emmaus is an opportunity for you to meet
Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you
through other believers. It is an experience that begins
with prayerful discernment, followed by attending a
three-day experience of God’s grace. There are fifteen
talks regarding various aspects of Christianity, small
group discussions, communion, lots of food, and fellow-
ship during the weekend. Following the three days,
participants are given an opportunity to join in small
groups, such as our Friday morning men’s group or our
Tuesday evening women’s group, and to continue to
share in God’s grace in a variety of ways, while support-
ing each other in their ongoing walk with Christ. Pastor
Fred has emphasized that Emmaus is a terrific part of
our discipleship development at Hilltop.

The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders
for the church. Walk to Emmaus will inspire, challenge,
and equip participants for Christian action in their
homes, churches, and places of work. Walk to Emmaus
lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and
shared with others.

Upcoming Spring Walks are April 23 to 26, 2015 for
men, and April 30 to May 3, 2015 for women. Fall
Walks are October 29 to November 1, 2015 for men,
and November 5 to 8, 2015 for women. These walks
will be held at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, MN.
Transportation to and from the walk will be taken care
of, and scholarships are available to cover the cost of
the walk. Over 40 members from this church have
attended the Walk to Emmaus or another three-day or
Fourth Day Christian event, such as Unidos en Cristo. If
you are interested in attending a Walk, or if you want
more information, please contact Pastor Fred, Barb
Keith, Jeff Adams, or Don Putzier for more details. They

can put you in touch with other members from this
church who have also attended a Walk.

Newsletter Submissions

When submitting newsletter articles, be sure to include
the date, time, location, other details, contact name and
number, and the name of the team or committee host-
ing the event. There is a submission form on the shelf by
the copier or submit to office@mankatobhilltop.org and

include “newsletter article” in the subject line. The
deadline for the March newsletter is Monday, February
16, 2015.

Thank you

Thank you, Hilltop family, for the generous Christmas
gift. | am grateful all year for this job and all of you.

-Jo Breckenridge

Hilltop Office

Please note that Michelle will be out of the office
February 2-6. If you need immediate assistance, please
call Pastor Fred at 507-720-9091.

Worship Attendance Statistics

Sundays: 2014 2013 2012
November 30 207 198 196
December 7 178 172 234
December 14 262 302 183
December 21 183 187 181
December 24 301 336 335
December 28 140 97 118
Sundays: 2015 2014 2013
January 4 158 132 188
January 11 202 193 180
January 18 187 181 155
January 25 185 131 123

Average 200 193 189.3




HiLLTOP YOUTH
What'’s E.J. listening to on her iPod....

o — e I've Always Loved You, Third Day
Heaven Song, Phil Wickham

 Broken Together, Casting Crowns

Everlasting God, New Life
Worship

Give Me Faith, Elevation Worship

Acquire the Fire!

It is March 13th and 14th (a Friday to a Saturday). The
cost is $49 - a really good price for what is all included.
The youth should have already signed up for this, but let
me know if you have not and still want in!

Here is the website to learn more about Acquire the
Fire: http://www.acquirethefire.com/

Lock-In

Looking to plan a lock-in for late February - keep your
eye open for the specific day and time! Let me know if
you're interested in helping, whether that be chaperon-
ing part of the time, making goodies or letting us borrow
some games!

Word from E.J.

I'll be attending the Laborers Conference January 30th-
February 1st. After spending time around crowds of
people, Jesus said to his disciples, "the harvest is plenti-
ful, but the laborersare few; therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest." (Matthew 9:37-38).

Daniel and | will be attending the Youth Leaders Summit
coming up February 27th and 28th. This is up in the
Cities and will be amazing. Bob Goff is even going to be
there! He is the author of the New York Times Best-
Selling book, “Love Does” - which my mother bought me
a couple of years ago. Very pumped for this one, too.
Will have so much awesomeness to bring back for you

guys!!!

Summer Camp

Time to start thinking about summer camps! | have many
pamphlets, but | am pushing STORM (Service To Others in
Relational Ministry) camp. It should be awesome and |
hope to be at STORM camp myself. This one week mission
experience is centered around various service projects for
residents in the local community. Both the youth and the
communities served are changed in powerful ways as they
fellowship together and share their faith, service and
friendship with one another. Dates: Marshall, MN (Wesley
UMC) July 12-18 or Faribault, MN (Fourth Avenue UMC
July 19-25.

Check it out online at:
http://www.stormfaithcommunity.org/#!storm-camp

HappyBirthday!

Dan Gowanlock 2/1  Steph Putzier 2/15
Heather Gowanlock 2/1  Abbie Page 2/16
Jennifer Turner 2/3  Carina Eckert 2/16
Kim Beaty 2/4  Jim Hewett 2/16
Mady Sellner 2/4  Audrey Key 2/19
Kendra Daby 2/5 Margaret Beaty 2/19
Lorraine Lundin 2/6  Larry Morales 2/21
Marco Jakovich 2/6  Marci Fast 2/21
Heather Olinger 2/9 Donna Wagner 2/24
Jackson Wagner 2/10 Lenny Written 2/24
Jocelin Reynolds 2/10 AnnVelazquez 2/27
Finley Ortberg 2/12  Rhonda Friesen 2/27
Anita Riese 2/13  Sarah Hess 2/28
Virgil Juliar 2/14  Todd Gavin 2/28

Happy Anniversary! @
Jim & Arlene Hewett 2/2
Dan & Clare Rivers 2/2

Rick & Wendy Pearson 2/15



February Calendar at Hilltop

Details to each calendar event can be found at http://mankatohilltop.org/calendar/ by clicking on the event.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:15a Worship 7:00p C&nder The Hod 1:30p C&/0 me n 6 s| 6:158:00p Youth Group| 12:00p Bulletin Deadlit 7: 0 0 a Me n 6| 9:00a C@®lax Life for Mens e r
9:00a Confirmation Cla 5:30p Prayer & Share | 6:30p Choir practice 7:00p C@®Vork as Worsh| 12:30p CCTV Worshi| 1:084p Organist Practice

9:15a Connect Group 6:00p C@etters...Skept] 6:30p CBoundaries in

(Radical Jesus & Grd 7:00p C@000 Gifts Marriage

9: 15a Kids 7:45p C®edemption

10:15a Worship 9:00CCTV Worship

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

8:15a Worship 3:00p STRIDE (YMCA 1:30p C&/o me n 0 s| 1:30p Mary Martha Cir¢ 12:00p Bulletin Deadlit 7: 0 0a Me n 6| 9:00a C& Scrapin Timg s er
9:00a Confirmation Cla| 7:00p C&nder The Hoq 5:30p Prayer & Share| 3:00(5TRIDE (YMCA) | 6:00p Lasting Imprint | 12:30p CCTV Worshi| 9:00a Home Tweet Home
9:15a Connect Group 6:00p C@etters...Skept| 6:138:00p Youth Group 7:00p C@Vork as Worsh bird house painting
(Radical Jesus, Grac 7:00p CAO000 Gifts 6:30p Choir practice 1:004p Organist Practice

No More Perfect Kids 6:30p C®oundaries in

9:15a Kids Marriage

10:15a Worship 7:45p C&edemption

11:30a Mission Potlug 9:00CCTV Worship

12:30p Tai Chi

15 16 17 18 AsHweDNEsDA 19 20 21

8:15a Worship

3:00p STRIDE (YMCA

1:30pC&/0o men b s

3:00(8TRIDE (YMCA)

12:00p Bulletin Deadli

7: 00a Menbo

9:00a Leadership Retreats e r

9:00a Confirmation Cla 8:00a Newsletter Deadlj 5:30p Prayer & Share| 6:15p Ash Wed Worshi| 6:30p Committee Mtgg 12:30p CCTV Worshi| 1:064p Organist Practic
9:15a Connect Group 7:00p Choair practice 7:30p Ad Council Mtg.
(Radical Jesus, Grac 9:00CCTV Worship
No More Perfect Kids
9:15a Kids
10:15a Worship
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:15a Worship 3:00p STRIDE (YMCA 1:30p C&/0 me n 6 s| 3:00i5TRIDE (YMCA) | 12:00p Bulletin Deadlii 7: 0 0 a Me n 6| 1:084p Organist Practic
9:00a Confirmation Cla 7:00p C@&nder The Hoq 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:158:00p Youth Group| 7:00p C®Vork as Worsh| 12:30p CCTV Worshi
9:15a Connect Group 6:00p Cetters...Skept 7:00p Choir practice
(Radical Jesus, Grac 7:00p C@000 Gifts 6:30p CBoundaries in
No More Perfect Kids ’ Marriage
9: 15a Kids 7:45p C®edemption
10:15a Worship 9:00pCCTV Worship
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Dinners for High School Seniors

Date: March 9, 2015, 6:00 p.m.— 8:00 p.m.
Location: Centenary UMC, 501 S. 2nd St., Mankato
Registration: http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1924371/

Senior-Dinners-2015 or contact Cody Nielsen at
j.cody.nielsen@gmail.com or (319) 759-9688
Register by: March 4, 2015

Cost: Free

Designed to allow staff, parents/ guardians, and of course
students, a time to explore this tremendous life change.
The dinners will be a time of discussion as well as a time
to ask questions.

Participants will come together to share a meal before
breaking up into one of three groups (parents/guardians,
staff, and students). Parents and guardians will discuss
how to help your student transition to the next step of
their lives while they are away at college. Staff will dis-
cuss best practices regarding graduation ceremonies and
supporting students once they leave for college. Finally,

the students themselves will have a chance to meet other
college students and ask questions and think through
what this transition will be like.

There is no cost for this program and we encourage peo-
ple to bring all their high school graduating seniors to
these events. We'll be collecting names and information
about where students are headed and we'll be giving our
gifts from the conference for these students.

2015 Summer Camps

Summer 2015 Camping Brochures are now available and
can be found by Pastor Fred or EJ’s office!l The MN Annual
Conference is excited about a new style of programming
at Northern Pines and Koronis Ministries offering more
flexibility and choices for campers and families. Campers
will be able to select their own activities, called
'pathways.' Pathways will make their experience at camp
geared more to  their individual interests.
Online registration is now available: http://cwngui.camp

wise.com/Customer/MNUMC/browser-check-reg.html


http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1924371/Senior-Dinners-2015
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1924371/Senior-Dinners-2015

