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FROM THE PASTOR
The Beauty of Summer Worship

As followers of Christ we believe that regular, weekly
worship together is a vital part of not only our identity in
Christ, but also our spirit-filled and loving connection with
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. And what
better time to relish in the love and grace of God together
than in the beauty of Summer. Being my first year in
Minnesota, | don’t think I've ever been as excited about
Summer as | am right now. Growing up in Texas we had
two seasons...Summer and Winter(ish). And the summers
were full of 110+ days where you wanted to do nothing
but stay inside and stay cool. But here... the Summers are
truly magical. The great temperatures, green as far as you
can see, and lakes aplenty all speak to God’s amazing love
and grace in our lives, and God is calling us through these
things to worship him.

Summer isn’t a time to put worship on hold, but a season
to take advantage of a different pace of life, and continue
to come to the throne of God in new and fresh ways, and
at Hilltop UMC we’re doing just that.

9:00 am Worship

Instead of making you get up at the crack of dawn to get
to an 8:00 am worship service, we’re moving our early
service to 9:00 am so you can sleep in and enjoy your cool
Sunday Summer mornings! This more traditional service
will guide us in worship as we gather in the sanctuary to
sing, pray, and hear scripture read and proclaimed.

10:30 Summer FUNday Worship

We're going to mix things up a little with this service.
Instead of meeting in the sanctuary we’ll be meeting in
the Fellowship Hall (the original worship space for our
congregation while they were building the sanctuary).
Join us for this new way of worship and WEAR SHORTS!
WEAR YOUR LAKE CLOTHES! WEAR FLIP FLOPS! Bring your
babies, your toddlers, your preschoolers, your elemen-
tary, Jr. High., and High School children. Bring the whole

family as we casually gather over cups of coffee and juice.
This short, 45 minute experiential worship gathering will
offer us creative ways to respond to God, engage our
hears, minds, souls, and bodies as we worship God
together.

Pastor Kelly

What'’s Kelly Reading?

The Gates of the Alamo, by Stephen Harrigan

I've just started this award-winning piece of historical
fiction about the battle of the Alamo. As a history nut, and
a lover of all things Texas, | couldn’t pass up buying it
when | saw it on the shelves of Once Read Book Store
down on Front Street.

From Almost to Altogether, by John Wesley

This collection of 8 of John Wesley's sermons is a little
gem of a book. Though I've read each of these sermons by
themselves at one point or another, having them together
in one book is giving me a direct look at Wesley’s view of
Christian discipleship. Each sermon could be a 4 week
sermon series by itself, so look out... you may be getting a
John Wesley sermon series at some point in the future!

The Challenge of Jesus, by N. T. Wright

One of the many things | love about my job is that | get to
work with a fantastic staff, and right now we’re reading
this book together. This is my second time to read this,
and already | am being challenged in all new ways to
discover who it was that Jesus actually was, and what that
means for my life today.
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Christian Discipleship

JOHN WESLEY
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Minutes from May Ad Council

Thursday, May 19, 2016, 7:30 pm

Present: Pastor Kelly McCuaig, Eric Mundt, Jeff Adams,
Paulette Adams, JoAnn Hutchinson, Terry Berg, Don
Putzier, Bob Berg, Herb Fast, Karen Frydendall, Paulette
Booker, Kari Juni, E.J. Lee, and Kerry Rausch

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jeff
Adames. Jeff opened the meeting with prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Paulette Booker moved to
approve the minutes from the March 17, 2016 meeting
and Eric Mundt seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kelly reviewed idea of simple
church and that we are to be managers of God’s grace
by being good stewards and sharing his grace.

Pastor Kelly explained that make overs need to happen
whether large or small and that our focal point needs to
remain on what discipleship looks like. We are disciple-
ship designers as leaders. There needs to be a simple
process that leads to growth and vitality of our
members and that discipleship is a process. Simple
church is a congregation designed around a single
strategic straight forward process that leads people
through spiritual growth. This requires a clear and
concise process which is easy to grasp and communi-
cate; it needs to remain consistent and be tied to the
mission of the church. The discipleship plan must
promote movement and flow logically. Members must
be guided gently and with grace. All members must be
expected to move forward in this plan and there must
be an end result. As Methodist we must expect life
transforming change.

Pastor Kelly presented metrics of a Simple Church which
include numeric analysis. The Simple Church approach
to ministry should result in at least 5% growth rate for
three consecutive years. Since 2000, Hilltop has not
reached three consecutive years of 5% growth. Pastor
Kelly asked leadership to describe our discipleship plan,
which was difficult to communicate. As leadership we
need to communicate it here and to the body at large.
Pastor Kelly stated he is about to enter into his last
seminary class this summer and in a couple of weeks he
will be provisioned as a conditional elder in the
conference. He will be taking a family vacation this
summer and as a result will be gone two Sundays in July,
Bishop Ough has invited Pastor Kelly to be a delegate to
World Methodist Conference which will be the end of
September and into the first week of October. The cost

of this conference will be at Pastor Kelly’s expense.
There are some budget funds which will cover part of
the cost, but will not cover it in full. Pastor Kelly
presented the expected shortfall in funding and asked
for additional financial support. Discussion of leadership
resulted in members agreeing to support Pastor Kelly
financially without needing to bring this in front of the
membership as a whole. Pastor Kelly also presented his
travel plans and leadership encouraged him to find
alternate travel plans even if the cost is higher. Leader-
ship unanimously agreed to support Pastor Kelly
financially.

Trustees Report: Eric Mundt reported the boiler in
parsonage is outdated and needs to be replaced. A new
boiler will be more efficient and cheaper, with Center
Point Energy rebates available. Three bids have been
received. The copier machine is not functioning
properly. The average life span of a copier is eight years
and we have had this copier 7 years. Michelle has
researched the options of leasing versus owning and it
has been determined that owning is cheaper. Replacing
the copier is not in a budgeted item but there are non-
dedicated funds available for this purchase. The trustees
are looking to do electrical work in garage and get it
sheet rocked. Cleanup day was a success with windows
washed, a new bathroom stool installed, shelving in
storage room new was completed, and mulch and lime
was applied the community garden. The trustees would
like to transfer $11,000 from the funds for air condition-
ing to the technology upgrade. Since the back rooms do
not get used that much, they feel this would be a better
use of these monies. The Trustees requested regular
reporting of initiative fund balances.

Finance Report: Kerry Rausch presented the finance
report stating April’s income was higher than expendi-
tures with a checking account balance of $84,256.50
and the working general fund balance of $54,033.74.
She also stated the finance committee discussed the
possibility of providing pledging members with monthly
statements. Adela Scherer provided options on what
the needs of this position would require if monthly
statements are implemented. She also has expressed
interest in stepping down as the finance secretary at the
end of 2016. EJ Lee mentioned the Text to Give page on
the website is hard to read with the background color.
JoAnn Hutchinson moved to approve the finance report
and Eric Mundt seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Fellowship Report: Terry Berg reported the fellowship



HILLTOP ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

committee has been discussing if there is a need for the
fellowship committee to continue as there are now
other avenues for members to connect with each other.
They are requesting to disband for the remainder of this
year and would like to have Ad Council determine how
they would like to proceed for 2017. Fellowship events
take much planning and attendance at these events has
been low. A task force can be pulled together for special
fellowship events. Discussion included concern that
fellowship needs would not be met without a commit-
tee. Pastor Kelly stated he supports the request to
disband the fellowship committee. Karen Frydendall
moved to approve fellowship committee’s request to
take a break for the summer and to reconsider in the
fall if it should be disbanded permanently and Eric
Mundt seconded. Karen Frydendahl withdrew motion
which Eric Mundt seconded. Kari Juni moved to disband
the committee and to try the task force approach with
the ability to resurrect fellowship committee if needed.
Eric Mundt seconded the motion. Jeff Adams asked how
we will measure fellowship and that by the August Ad
Council meeting we need to be able to determine how
we will measure fellowship going forward. Motion
carried unanimously.

SPRC: Kari Juni stated interviews are being set up for
the campus ministry position. Work on an employee
handbook is taking place and the goal is to have a draft
by June. Kari explained that Hilltop’s benefits are differ-
ent than districts and would like clarification on which
time off package Michelle should be following. Council
indicated her days off should mirror the districts. Due to
this, her contract will need to be updated.

Worship: Paulette Booker reviewed the report from
March 22, 2016 music visioning meeting. The results
show that we are doing a lot of good things and need to
continue doing good things and need to do other things
better. The worship team will be meeting with Kelly to
offer feedback on how worship team can use this infor-
mation to move forward. Youth, parents and college age
individuals gave very meaningful input. A handout was
available with the results of this meeting.

Youth: EJ Lee showed the new Hilltop shirt and
presented the upcoming youth schedule. They will have
two weeks off and then continue into June.

Paulette Adams moved to continue the meeting past
the 9:00 p.m. deadline and JoAnn Hutchinson seconded.
Motion carried unanimously.

Technology: Don Putzier handed out summary of tech-

nology upgrade options which has been looked at for
the past two years. Some breakdowns of equipment
have been occurring and an estimate from SIM Sound
has been received. The technology committee is
recommending moving forward before real problems
and compatibility issues with KTV occur. The following
options were recommended at this time: Option B1 will
upgrade tech booth which is the central system and
would allow for multiple outputs to various monitors.
The cost of Option B1 is $18,413.07. Option C includes
the Narthex Overflow Video Display with of cost of
$5,660.10 includes a monitor on the wall above the
windows. Option F1 includes a confidence monitor/
projector in the sanctuary for a cost of $6,550.75. The
total cost of the recommended phase | upgrades is
$29,733.92. Current funds available include approxi-
mately $10,000 which has been set aside, $2,700 from
the pork feed, and $11,000 which will be transferred
from AC fund for a total of $23,000 to $24,000. Half the
cost of the upgrades would need to be paid prior to
work beginning and the balance upon completion.
Some members have indicated they would fill the rest
of the financial need. Bob Berg indicated there are other
funds such as the initiative fund with a balance of
approximately $38,000 and the memorial fund with a
balance of $18,000. To transfer money from both of
these funds would need Ad Council motion. One
member has requested their donation of $2,000 be
transferred to the tech fund. He also stated there is no
reason to not take money from initiative fund and
memorial funds. Bob asked for motion to move forward
and stated the goal is not to take away from any other
ministries. The Trustees would like to see council
approve the freeing up of cash from these funds to
shore up funds needed for the technology upgrades.
Paulette Adams moved to proceed with the technology
upgrades and the freeing up of initiative funds and Kari
Juni seconded. Paulette Booker stated technology is a
large part of what we as a church want to accomplish.
The motion carried unanimously. The next phase of
these needed upgrades will be revisited in the fall.

Old Business: None
New Business: None

Pastor Kelly closed the meeting with a prayer. Meeting
adjourned at 9:16 p.m. The next meeting will be June
16, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kerry Rausch
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What'’s E.J. listening to on her iPod....

Breathe, Jonny Diaz

God is On the Move, 7eventh
Time Down

Your Love Awakens Me, Phil
Wickham

Never Too Far Gone, Jordan Feliz

One True God, Steven Curtis
Chapman, ft. Chris Tomlin

Summer Youth Group

Monday, June 13th, Mom & Pops Ice Cream - 1:00 pm

Tuesday, June 14th, Red Jacket Trail bike ride - 10:00 am
(meet behind the YMCA/West)

Friday, June 24th, Finding Dory in the evening
(showtime and theatre info to come)

Thursday, June 30th, E.J. farewell party (evening) - more
info to come

Also, it's not to late to sign up for camp! Check out
these camps or STORM the Conference:

Camp Minnesota:
http://www.campminnesota.org/summercamps

Trout Lake Camp:
http://troutlakecamps.org/summercamp

Lake Beauty Bible: http://lbbc.com/index.html

Green Lake Bible Camp: http://glim.org
STORM the Conference

Using the STORM Camp model, youth who have
completed grades 7-12 will engage in hands-on mission
projects in and around St. Cloud and participate in
several key sessions at annual conference. The cost is
$95, which includes lodging at St. Cloud State University
dorms, meals, and programming. Register participants
individually. Adult leaders are needed for a one to five
ratio and will be asked to transport participants.

You can learn more about these opportunities at:
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/conferencesession

A

Hilltop MAD Camp
music warts odrama

Hilltop is hosting a Music, Art and Drama Camp this
summer, in place of the traditional VBS. This exciting,
week-long summer camp will blend fun with music and
choreography. There will be solo and group singing and
speaking roles in this musical based on scripture and the
kids will also use their creativity as they design the set
and make props and costumes. This camp is open to the
community and we will have an audition the week prior
to give kids a week to work on their speaking parts. Kids
who are not interested in a speaking or singing role are
still encouraged to attend the audition as well.

Audition For All: Monday, July 18th
6:30-8:00 pm

MAD Camp: Monday, July 25 - Friday July 29th
1:00-4:00 pm
Musical performance: Sunday, July 31st at 10:30 am.

Cost: $35 (includes snacks and camp t-shirt, scholarships
available, please don’t let cost hinder your participation)

Register: available soon at www.mankatohilltop.org

Questions: Call Michelle at 507-387-3877. If you would
like to assist with set design, costume creation or
snacks, please call or email office@mankatohilltop.org.

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop
Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning ‘thanksgiving,” so
please join us each Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:00
pm to give thanks to God for his love and mercy through
the broken body and shed blood of Christ. As one body
we will experience the real and present Spirit of Christ
amongst us and in us, and be nourished to go forth to
be faithful witnesses of God’s love and grace in the
world.
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| Gave Online

On May 29th, we introduced the “I GAVE ONLINE” cards
at worship. The cards can be found in the pews and are
to be used by those who give electronically by auto-
tithe, online giving or text to give. This not only allows
members an opportunity to put something in the offer-
ing plate to indicate a donation has been given, but also
serves as a visible sign to visitors that giving is taking
place.

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help
our church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring
electronic contribution today. You won’t need to write
checks and prepare envelopes every week. And even
when you can’t attend services, your electronic
contributions will arrive without delay.

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time
or recurring gift and view your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.

Simply follow these easy steps:

1. Visit the church website at:
www.mankatohilltop.com,

2. Click on the Give Now button,

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow
the onscreen instructions to create an online
profile and to schedule your contribution.

Green Bag Day!

The third Sunday of each
month we commit together
as a church to provide food
for the hungry. On June 19th
please pick up a green bag on your way out of worship -
inside you'll find a grocery list of items most needed at
the Echo Food Shekill up your bag and bring it back
the following Sunday so we can give thanks for God'’s
provision, and praise him inviting us to be the hands and
feet of Christ. In April we gave over 750 pounds of food!
If you are not able to visit the grocery store but would
like to contribute, you can also put a check in the
offering plate (write Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

Art in Worship

Worship takes many

/*v..

dance, and art. From ' - \
Michelangelo's Sistene \\“ A#

forms: words, music,

Chapel to the Sisters of
Notre Dame Good
Counsel Hill chapel to K2
Hilltop United Methodist's stained glass windows,
outdoor signage, and hanging garden. All designed to
praise the Lord with our eyes. Are you an artist? A
painter, sculptor, interior decorator, graphic designer,
photographer, quilter, scrap-booker, etc., with ideas for
incorporating art into our worship? The Worship Team
invites all artists to share their ideas. All we need is your
contact information which you can give to Michelle at
office@mankatohilltop.org or by putting "Artist" (along
with your contact information) on the Connect card in
the pews and placing it in the offering plate. The
Worship Team will contact you to gather your
ideas. What a glorious way to live out the Gos-
pel...through our art!

Summer Sundays

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to fellowship at the
Lake together this Summer. On June 12", July 10", and
August 14™ we’ll head out to the North Shore Parkt
Madison Lake right after our 10:30 service. Bring your
lake gear, and bring your own meat to grill and a side to
share, or just bring some sandwiches for your family...
Whatever you bring just be prepared to have fun with
our Hilltop Family at the lake.

Remember, let the beauty of the Summer call you to a
deeper sense of worship this summer. Let it draw us all
into greater community together, so that we can be
encouraged and nourished so that we can and share
God’s love and grace with the world!
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Thank you

Thanks to Hilltop for prayers and concerns during my
recent surgery. Special thanks to Sandy & Gary Cooper
for the delicious meal.

Arlene Larson

Mary Martha Circle

Mary Martha will not meet during June, July, and August.
Ongoing Mary Martha Mission Projects:
Red Bird Mission—Campbell Soup Labels
SPRTC—toiletries (motel size)

Hilltop Office

During the summer months, if you have questions for
Michelle you can find her in the office Monday—Friday
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. The office will not be staffed
Monday, June 20th through Friday, June 24th. Michelle
will be working at the MN Annual Conference session in
St. Cloud.

Shannon McCuaig is now managing our membership
database. If you have a change in contact information,
please email her at shannon@mankatohilltop.org.

Sign ups for all events can now be found on our website.
If you need a sign up created for an event, please contact
the office.

Newsletter Submissions

The deadline for the July newsletter is Monday, June 27,
2016. There is a submission form on the shelf by the
copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and
include “JULY NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.

Worship Attendance Statistics
Sundays: 2016 2015 2014
May 1 175 193 115
May 8 184 220 135
May 15 178 149 167
May 22 189 181 148
Average 181 185 141

HappyBirthday!

Hannah Feuling 6/02 Allison Bass

Tara Wagner 6/02 James Booker
Evan McDonough 6/03 Shae Gavin
Abbie Weerts 6/05 Mackenzie Page
Tayler Swalve 6/05 Amber Bumann
Connie Baumgartner 6/09 Linda Vogel
Hunter Goebel 6/11  PatBohn

Marj Blommel 6/11 Ron Sniff

Regan Burke 6/11 Robert Reed

Eric Mundt 6/13  Amber Bruender
Dan Rivers 6/14  Zac Aasen

Mike Juni 6/14 Phyllis Cole

Nate Allen 6/14  Allie Rivers

Don Winters 6/15 Retta Gavin
Kathleen Mehrman  6/15 Andrew Gowanlock
Happy Anniversary! @

Randy & Vicki Goebel
Sarah & Kevin Burke
Barb & Art Keith

Carissa & David Lick
Alan & Phyllis Roseberry
Jason & Heather Sellner
Chris & Cindy Scherer
Charles & Debra Burns
Erin & John Anderson
Duane & Gloria Hubmer
Bill & Karen Warmack
Derrick & Jamie Galinat
Louis & Carolyn Allen
Mark & Deb Oachs
Stacy & Fred Vanderwerf
Amber & Nate Bumann

Doug & Paula Smithson

6/17
6/17
6/17
6/19
6/20
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/25
6/25
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/29

06/01
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/07
06/11
06/12
06/13
06/15
06/18
06/23
06/26
06/26
06/26
06/27
06/29
06/29



June Calendar at _u_m__.no_u Details for calendar events can be found at http://mankatohilltop.org/calendar/

@ Caswell 3

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
6:30p Make a Joyful Noise 12:30p KTV Broadcast
9:00p KTV Broadcast
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00a Worship 6:15p Men'’s softball 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Hilltop v. Hillchurch {5:30p Prayer & Share  |9:00p KTV Broadcast 12:30p KTV Broadcast
@ Caswell 1
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00a Worship 7:15p Men’s softball 1:30p Women’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Doubleheader 5:30p Prayer & Share  |6:30p Make a Joyful Noise |6:30p Comm. Meetings |12:30p KTV Broadcast |9a Seven Men
11:30ish Lake Day at @ Caswell 2 7:00p Broken and Blessed |9:00p KTV Broadcast 7:30p Ad Council
North Shore Park
Madison Lake
19 Father’s Day 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00a Worship 8:15p Men’s softball 1:30p Women's Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Hilltop v. Peace Luth  |5:30p Prayer & Share  |9:00p KTV Broadcast 12:30p KTV Broadcast  (9a Seven Men
@ Caswell 3
HILLTOP OFFICE CLOSED — 2016 Minnesota Annual Conference Session
26 27 28 29 30
9:00a Worship . . . .
10:30a Worship 8:00a Newsletter 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline
Deadline 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Make a Joyful Noise
6:15p Men’s softball 7:00p Broken and Blessed |9:00p KTV Broadcast
Doubleheader
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United Methodist Day 2016 at the Twins
START DATE / TIME: August 23 at 7:10
p.m. vs. Detroit Tigers

LOCATION: Target Field, 353 N. 5th St.,
Minneapolis, MN 55403

REGISTER BY: August 9, 2016

COST: $31 (The Deck); $16 (Home Run Porch View), $3
from every ticket purchased will benefit Imagine No
Malaria)

Join other United Methodists for an evening of big-league
action and fun as the Twins play the Detroit Tigers at
Target Field. Bishop Bruce Ough will throw out the
honorary first pitch before the game and will lead the 7th
inning stretch. A portion of each ticket will go to support
Imagine No Malaria. Place orders by Aug. 9. Due to high
demand for seats to this special promotion, all orders will
be filled on a first-come, first-served basis only. This
event is expected to sell out.

How to Order:

1. Call 1-800-33-TWINS (hit “0” to speak to an attendant)

- Phone lines are open during business hours and
most evenings/weekends during Twins games.

2. At the START of your call, be sure to reference the
United Methodist Day promotion.

3. VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, and AMERICAN
EXPRESS are accepted. A S5 service/handling fee will
be added to each order.

4. Your tickets will be mailed.

No exchanges or refunds; offer not valid with any other
discounts or promotions. Tickets must be purchased by
Tuesday, August 9, 2016. Game date and time subject to

change.



