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FROM THE PASTOR

Pursuing Revival

I’'m not one to normally remember any of my dreams. I'll
wake up in the morning and hear all these wild, crazy
dreams from my family, and then I’'m asked what | dreamt
about, and | have nothing to say. Absolutely nothing!
Until recently...

Since January your Administrative Council and | have been
reading through a great little book called Revival Rising by
Mark Nysewander. This book is taking us on a journey
through the history of the global church and specifically
focusing in on moments of revival and renewal that
countless communities have had. We're reading a chapter
a month, then spending time discussing and praying
together at each Administrative Council meeting over
what we just discussed. Then, as a group we are
committing to daily praying a short prayer that is at the
end of each chapter. One chapter ago we prayed the
following prayer for a whole month:

Lord Jesus Christ, revive me! | repent of my weak
resolve and ask your forgiveness. Send on me the
irresistible force of your Spirit. Empower me to
pursue revival until | see it.

After several weeks of praying this prayer | was realizing
that my resolve for the movement of God both in my life
and the life of Hilltop UMC was indeed weak. Would
something great and powerful through God happen at
Hilltop? | wanted it to, but I’'m realizing now that maybe |
didn’t really believe that it could.

But that’s all changing. The last phrase of the above
prayer asks God to empower us to pursue revival until we
see it. And that gets me back to my dreams... I've been
dreaming some incredibly vivid and detailed dreams of
God’s movement stirring here at Hilltop. I've been dream-
ing of a packed out sanctuary at both 8:30 and 10:30
week after week after week. I've been dreaming of
crowds and crowds of people lining up to spend time at

the prayer alter. I've been dreaming of passionate, life-

transforming worship which then leads to powerful world
-changing mission. I've been dreaming of renewed life
and vigor amongst us all, and it is indeed a fantastic
dream to have.

Hilltop, your faithfulness and the Spirit’'s power has
sustained and produced fruitful ministry here at Hilltop
for decades, and continues to do so. Even compared to a
year ago we’re already seeing increased fruitfulness as
worship attendance has increased by 10%, and financial
giving is up from last year as well. I'm hearing stories of
how you’re caring for the homeless and the sick. | see
testimonies of how you welcome total strangers into your
lives because you hear they need help. | see our children
understanding more and more what faith in Christ truly
looks like and making decisions to follow Jesus as one of
his disciples.

What's happening is this... my dreams, our dreams, are
becoming realties, just as they’'ve always done. For
generations God has placed His dreams in our hearts, and
He has spurred them on into reality, and He will continue
to do just that. So keep dreaming with us. Dream with
God. And may we see revival rising in our hearts, in our

church, in our community, and in our world.

Pastor Kelly
What Kelly Is Reading

| just started reading an awesome book on prayer
called Talking With God: What To Say When You Don't
Know How To Pray. This book is written by Adam Weber,
an ordained United Methodist pastor in the Dakotas
Conference. Adam is the lead pastor of Embrace church
(one of the fastest growing churches in the United States),
and this book is revealing an incredibly humble, relatable,
and down-to-earth approach to prayer. Adam is quick to
share that prayer isn't easy for him, and | think it's his
own struggle with prayer that makes him so helpful in
teaching others how to pray. So pick up this book today
and learn with me how we can better talk with God.
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Annual Pork Feed

Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 4:00 - 7:00 pm we will serve a
buffet style pork dinner. The deadline for turning in tickets
is Sunday, April 2nd. If you still have tickets and ticket
money please call Kevin & Daphne Janzen at 507-210-
5624. Why not purchase any remaining tickets and invite
unchurched people you know to experience Hilltop
hospitality. Contact Allison Bass 507-720-8811 or Jamie
Galinat at 605-450-1254 if you have any questions.

Holy Week at Hilltop

April 9th 8:30 am & 10:30 am - PALM SUNDAY

Our Worship begins in celebration with palm branches as
we remember Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem,
then the message moves us to the passion of our Lord.

April 12th 5:30 pm —LENTEN EUCHARIST SERVICE

Our final Lenten service of the season. Join us as we sing,
pray, and receive the feast of Holy Communion.

April 13th 6:30 pm - MAUNDY THURSDAY PRAYER VIGIL

A candlelight vigil in which you will be guided in prayer at
different prayer stations.

April 14th 7:30 pm - GOOD FRIDAY CANTATA

A musical experience that recounts and remembers
Christ’s death on the cross.

April 16th 27th 8:30 am & 10:30 am - RESURRECTION
SUNDAY WORSHIP

Join us as we celebrate in worship the most significant
event in human history. In both services we will praise God
through song, prayers, choir anthems, preaching of the
Good News, and Holy Communion.

April 16th 9:30 am —EASTER FELLOWSHIP & EGG HUNT

Drinks and food will be served while the children are
invited to hunt for eggs on the church grounds.

Community Garden

If you are interested in having a plot in the community gar-
den, please contact Wayne Rom at 612-600-9699. Last
year’s gardeners will have first opportunity to reserve a
spot and remaining plots will be rented on a first-come,
first-serve basis.

Hopé

in the

A Contemporary Tenebrae Service

Hilltop United Methodist Church 108 S. Manitou Dr., Mankato MN
www.mankatohilltop.com

Good Friday Cantata

The Hilltop Choir has been preparing a cantata for Holy
Week, Hope in the Shadows, which they will present on
Friday, April 14th at 7:30 pm. This 35 minute musical
journey recalls Christ’s journey to the cross by examining
the shadows of betrayal, injustice and agony that marked
that journey. It contrasts the selfish exploits of humanity
with the divine nature of a loving God. As you take this
sacred journey, may the words of James be a reminder of
the hope which is ours: “Every good and perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of the heav-
enly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
(James 1:17).

Mary Martha Circle
Date: Wednesday, April 12th

P ’3 Time: 1:30 pm
s éw Hostess: Lucy Lamphear
~ 7 o8 Devotions: Onalee Green
o‘*

Project: Senior Quilts
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Green Bag Day

Hilltoppers continue to bless

the hungry by donating gener-

ously to the ECHO Food Shelf

each month. Watch for the

green bags the third Sunday of each month, and bring
them back filled the following Sunday with nonperishable
donations to ECHO. Watch the supermarket ads each
week for the best deals so that you can donate even
more.

Another way to bless the hungry and less fortunate souls
in our community is by serving the noon meal at the
Salvation Army. Our next opportunity to serve there
is Sunday, May 14, from 11 am — 1:30 pm. It happens to
be Mother’s Day and some of those we will be serving are

momes.

Hilltop Men's Softball

Sign-up for our Church softball team has begun! If you are
interested in playing, please sign up in the Narthex or
contact Nate Allen or Derrick Galinat directly. Games will
be played on Monday nights, starting May 1st and
continue until late-July. Cost will be between $30-$60 per
person, depending on the number playing and potential
sponsorships. If cost is an issue, please contact Pastor
Kelly and we’ll make arrangements. Contact Derrick
Galinat with any questions at derrickgalinat@gmail.com
or 605-871-3617.

Spring Clean Up and Pancakes!

Many hands make light work!
Our annual spring cleaning will
take place Saturday, April 22nd
from 8:00 am—Noon. Come
enjoy a breakfast of pancakes,
eggs and sausage at 8:00 am,
then find a fun task! We plan to

W

low in the sanctuary and fellowship hall, clean garage,

wash windows, dust high and

clean gutters at parsonage, and pick up outside.

Online Giving

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our
church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic
contribution today. You won’t need to write checks and
prepare envelopes every week. And even when you can’t
attend services, your electronic contributions will arrive
without delay.

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time
or recurring gift and view your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.

Simply follow these easy steps:

1. Visit the church website at:
www.mankatohilltop.com,

2. Click on the Give Now button,

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the
onscreen instructions to create an online profile
and to schedule your contribution.

“I GAVE ONLINE” cards can be found in the pews and are
to be used by those who give electronically by auto-tithe,
online giving or text to give. This not only allows members
an opportunity to put something in the offering plate to
indicate a donation has been given, but also serves as a
visible sign to visitors that giving is taking place.

Walk to

e Walk to
FmMmAaus,

THE UPPER ROOM

Walk to Emmaus

Meet Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you
through other believers. Emmaus is a terrific part of our
discipleship development at Hilltop. Upcoming Spring
Walks are April 20 to 23, 2017 for men, and April 27 to
30, 2017 for women. These walks will be held at Koronis
Ministries near Paynesville, MN. If you are interested in
attending a Walk, please contact Jeff Adams, Barb Keith,
Don Putzier, or Pastor Kelly for more details. There are
also more details at the Welcome Center.


mailto:derrickgalinat@gmail.com
tel:(605)%20871-3617

HILLTOP NEWS
Administrative Council Meeting

The Ad Council meets the third Thursday of each month
and is now meeting from 6:30-8:00 pm with the Commit-
tee meetings following at 8:00 pm.

The minutes from the March Ad Council meeting are
available in the office.

Newsletter Submissions

The deadline for the May newsletter is Monday, April
24, 2017. There is a submission form on the shelf by the
copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and
include “MAY NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.

Hilltop Administrative Council 2017

Chairperson Jeff Adams

Vice Chair Allison Bass

Rec. Secretary Michelle Behsman
Lay Leader Paulette Adams
Lay Del. to AC Andrew Bittner

Finance Chair Kerry Rausch

Finance Sec. Adela Scherer
Trustee Chair Bob Berg

SPRC Chair Kari Juni
UPWARD Paulette Booker
INWARD (Nom) Stacy Vanderwerf
OUTWARD Shannon McCuaig
Youth Rep Kari Juni

Young Adult Rep. Alexis McCall

S.S. Chair Jocelin Reynolds

Parish Nurse Judy Argetsinger

Steward. Chair Jeanette Phillips

Pastor Kelly McCuaig

Members at large: Karen Frydendall, Margaret Beaty,

Holly Aasen, Wayne Baumgartner, Karin Gavin
Wednesday Eucharist Service

We are discontinuing the Wednesday evening Eucharist
Service, as we are planning for future ministry activities
on Wednesday evenings. The last service will be April
12th.

HappyBirthday!

Cathy Andela-Ruth
Kira Wall

Mark Kraywinkel
Randy Goebel
Tony Wagner
Bret Beilke

Jan Clobes

Bryan Pratt

Deb Michalski
Don Meyer

Edie McCuaig
Katie Medd
Brecken Weerts
Pam Saigh
Sawyer Sellner
Shanna Blomquist
Kaylee Savage
Barb Reed

James Zierdt
Sarah Steinbauer

Rusty Ruth

4/01
4/03
4/03
4/04
4/04
4/05
4/06
4/09
4/09
4/10
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/14
4/14
4/14
4/16

Stacy Vanderwerf
Char Kraywinkel
Julie Cole

Calin Lassonde
Mandy Gerhart
Norm Gullickson
Megan Juni
Russ Flowers
Shirley Courrier
Dee Mattox
Kristin Andrews
Selena Janzen
Alyssa George
Beverly Cox
Kevin Held

Paul Young
Brock Johnson
Matt Lassonde
Duane Hubmer

Zoey Morgan

Happy Annlversarylb&_/

Allison & Kent Bass

Christine Wilson-Winter/Rob Winter

Carl & Sandra Kiewatt
Joe & Marlys Marrs

Don & Jenny Winters
Aaron & Kendra Daby

Dan & Kelly Rivers
Lana & Ray Glynn
Peter & Erin Shore

4/16
4/18
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/25
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29

4/02
4/02
4/08
4/13
4/18
4/20
4/20
4/24
4/25



April Calendar at Hilltop

Details to each calendar event can be found at http://mankatohilltop.org/calendar/ by clicking on the event.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
1-4p Organist Practice
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30a éoﬂmj_u . 6:30p Class Meeting 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 5:30p Lenten mcnrm:.ﬂ 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers | 1-4p Organist Practice
9:30a Kids Kinection 1:30p Women's Bible Study |6:30p Choir practice 6:30p Worship Band  |12:30p KTV Broadcast  (4-7p Pork Feed
9:30a 7 Min. Seminary 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Confirmation
10:30a Worship ~:000 Eoic of Eden 6:30p Jesus Upper Room
LOpEp 9:00p KTV Broadcast
9 Paim Sunday 10 11 12 13 Maudy Thursday 14 Good Friday 15
8:30a Worship 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 1:30p Mary Martha Circle |12.00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Momning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice
anmm M_m\ﬂ.xﬁmnz.o: 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study N_wmv _%d:ﬁ.m: mcﬂdm:mﬁ 6:30p Manudy Thursday |12:30p KTV Broadcast
:30a in. Seminary ) :30p Choir practice Prayer Vigil 7:30p Good Frid
10:30 Worship 5:30p v«.m,\mﬂm,mrmqm 6:30p Confirmation yervig P nmoﬁmms: ay
7:00p Epic of Eden 6:30p Jesus Upper Room
9:00p KTV Broadcast
16 Easter Sunday |17 18 19 20 21 22 Earth Day
8:30a Worship 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 6:30p Choir practice 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |8am-12p Spring Clean Up
9:30a Fellowship/Egg Hunt 1:30p Women’s Bible Study |6:30p Confirmation 6:30p Worship Band  |12:30p KTV Broadcast  |1-4p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Prayer & Share | 2-00P KTV Broadcast 6:30p Ad Council
7:00p Epic of Eden 8:00p Comm. Meetings
23 8302 Worship|24 25 26 27 28 29
3302 _A_M_.mwwwsw.n_,ﬁ\__w:: 8:00a Newsletter 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 6:30p Choir practice 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice
308 <<oa:_m Deadline 1:30p Women’s Bible Study |6:30p Confirmation 6:30p Worship Band  |12:30p KTV Broadcast
. ; 5:30p Prayer & Share 9:00p KTV Broadcast
8:30a Worship )
9:30a Kids Kinection 7:00p Epic of Eden

30 10:30a Worship
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

New Earthkeepers program aims to

commission 500 for creation care work
By: Christa Meland

Almost every time Rev. Pat Watkins introduces himself as
a missionary for the care of God’s creation—an official
designation through The United Methodist Church’s
Global Ministries—it piques people’s interest. Many have
even asked him, “How can | do that?” This widespread
passion around environmental issues prompted the devel-
opment of a new program that aims to commission 500
people across the U.S. for creation care work within the
next seven years. Called Earthkeepers, the program is the
brainchild of Watkins,
Mullin, and Dan Joranko, a professor at Vanderbilt Divinity

Minnesota deacon Rev. Susan

School who specializes in community organizing.

Mullin, who used to be a professional geologist, said, “We
see more and more signs that there are really significant
problems with climate change, with the extinction of
species, with what’s happening with the oceans. They are
a wake-up call. This isn’t a side issue; it’s a central issue.

The way we're living isn’t aligned with God’s will for

creation.” She describes Earthkeepers as United Method-
ists who are aware of the ecological challenges in our
world today and feel called to be part of a movement to
transform the world. They can be laity or clergy, students,
part-time or full-time workers, or retirees. (Earthkeepers
aren’t paid, although some may have a paid job that allows
them to work on creation care projects.)

Earthkeepers will participate in four days of intensive
training in creation care theology and community organiz-
ing, and then commit to 10 hours per month of providing
leadership for a community project or advocacy campaign.
Each Earthkeeper would select his or her own project or
focus area.

They could include efforts like creating

community gardens in urban “food deserts,” advocating
for renewable energy policies, working for environmental
justice by cleaning up toxic waste sites, or creating a green
team within an annual conference. Applications for the
first group of Earthkeepers will be accepted through June

30, and the goal is to have the first 40 selected by this fall.

Learn more: www.minnesotaumc.org
(Search Earthkeepers)



