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FROM THE PASTOR

Putting on Jesus Like a Pair of Leather
Pants

| bet that title got your attention, didn’t it!? | promise, it’ll
make sense by the end of this article.

Just a few weeks ago Shannon and | went to the incredi-
ble U2 concert in Minneapolis. U2 is one of the most
popular and influential rock bands of the past 30 years,
and they’ve been a favorite of mine since high school. It's
been part of my bucket list to see them live, and it finally
happened!

It was pretty clear from the beginning of the concert that
this wasn’t just any rock concert. This was something
different. This wasn’t just entertainment. It wasn’t just
thousands of people seeking pleasure from music they
love. Bono (U2’s frontman) wasn’t just there to perform.
Something bigger than all that was happening... Bono was
leading a worship service. Bono was being a pastor.

It's no secret that Bono is a devout Christian. Growing up
during the tense and violent times of the Irish conflicts
between Catholic and Protestant traditions, Bono could
have left the faith, jaded and wanting nothing to do with
Christianity ever again. But that’s not what happened.
Bono sought more from Jesus. Bono opened himself up to
the possibility that maybe this whole Jesus thing was
more than just what can “my group” (be it Catholic,
Protestant, old, young, rich, poor, black, white, etc.) get
from Jesus. And because of Bono’s openness to the
Spirit’'s movement to “the other,” he has led his band to
be one of the most socially conscious musical groups in
history, has personally donated and raised millions of
dollars for the needs of others, and has inspired and
recruited millions of others to do the same.

Back to the concert...

Like | said, this was more than a concert, it was a worship
experience led by a rock-star/pastor. Bono realized that

our nation is in a critical place, and he realized that there
would be thousands of people in that room needing hope,
promise, love, and faith restored, and he did that by sing-
ing through his list of powerful, anthemic songs—many of
which have deeply religious and Christian themes. At one
point Bono was clearly praying to God, and did so not
caring one bit what anyone else thought.

As you’ll see this month, and in coming months, we are
entering into our 150" anniversary as a church. Our
founders of 1868 saw the same thing Bono saw—a world
in need of hope and faith. We are now called to boldly
live out our faith so that we might continue that legacy
for the next 150 years.

When asked how he’s able to be such an incredible
singer/songwriter/showman/activist, Bono responds with,
“You put on the leather pants and the pants start telling
you what to do.” Rev. Dan Johnson, the Twin Cities
District Superintendent, reminds us that following Jesus is
no different, “You just put on Jesus and Jesus starts
telling us what to do.”

Church, let each of us make a commitment to put on
Jesus as we enter into our 150" year. Let’s realize more
than ever that the world needs Jesus, and as we commit
to putting on Jesus, let’s humble ourselves to simply let
Jesus tell us what to do.

In Christ,

Pastor Kelly

Harvest Home Dinner

Plan to attend our thanksgiving style dinner at Hilltop on

October 29th at 11:30 am. This dinner is our gift to thank

you for your faithful generosity in this past year, and to

celebrate your 2018 pledge. There is no need to make a
reservation — your red envelope
containing your 2018 commitment
card is your ticket!



HILLTOP ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

Hilltop United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 22, 2017 at 6:35 p.m.

Present: Jeff Adams, Allison Bass, Shannon McCuaig, Terry
Berg, Paulette Booker, Bob Berg, Kent Bass, Kari Juni, Kerry
Rausch, Judy Argetsinger, Karen Frydendall, Stacy Vander-
werf, Margaret Beaty, Michelle Behsman.

Jeff Adams called the meeting to order and opened with a
devotional and prayer. Jeff called for a motion to affirm
the vision of the founders of Hilltop and the United
Methodist Church. The statement of affirmation is as
follows: The Administrative Council of Hilltop United
Methodist Church affirms the vision of the Founders of our
congregation, as reflected in the mission statement of the
General Conference of the United Methodist Church, that
it is the purpose of Hilltop United Methodist Church to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. Kerry Rausch made a motion to adopt the affirma-
tion. Kari Juni seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Approval of Minutes: After reviewing the minutes Bob
Berg made a motion to approve the minutes and Karen
Frydendall seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Committee Reports

Upward Team: Paulette Booker reported that the team
will meet Sunday, Oct. 1*" after the 10:30 worship service.
She praised the artistic illustration team for the awesome
job they did creating a photo booth for confirmation.

Inward Team: Stacy Vanderwerf reported that registration
has begun for fall Connect Groups and the Connect Acad-
emy.

Outward Team: Shannon McCuaig reported that the team
is working on narrowing their focus to fewer mission
organizations in order to invest more heavily in those
needs. The team delivered school supplies to Kennedy
Elementary and the school was very grateful for our
support. Shannon also mentioned that Hilltop will be
serving the Salvation Army noon meal on Sunday, Oct. 1%

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that the trustees have
completed several projects in the last month: installing
automatic sprinkler system in the garden by the entryway,
radon remediation at the parsonage, installing a projection
screen in the conference room, ordered 50 more padded
folding chairs, and had the carpets cleaned (sanctuary,
narthex, fellowship hall, and Sunday school room). They
plan to install air conditioners in the west rooms next
spring. They are looking for volunteers to help remove a
dead tree at the parsonage.

Finance: Kerry presented the August finance report — the
year to date revenue is $266,825.11 and year-to-date
expenses are $251,715.04 with an ending checking
balance of $60,304.14. Working general fund balance is
$30,979.61. Kerry reported that she and Kelly had met to
discuss allocation of the increase funds that have been set
aside for staffing. It is recommended that staffing be no
more than 50% of the budget and currently Hilltop’s
budget for staffing is 60% of the total budget. Kelly
suggested that the 10% difference be supplemented with
dollars from the increase fund and finance felt that this
was a responsible use of the funds. Paulette Booker
moved to accept the finance report and Bob Berg
seconded. Motion carried.

SPRC: Kari Juni reported that the SPRC interviewed a
candidate for Children’s Ministry/Nursery Coordinator last
week and they have another interview scheduled next
week. SPRC is also planning for annual staff and pastor
evaluation.

Parish Nurse: Judy Argetsinger reported that the first aid
kit has been stocked and the AED battery replaced. She
has scheduled a blood drive for Thursday, October 5,

Endowment: Jeff Adams shared a report sent by John
Phelps. The Education and Leadership Development
Endowment is currently valued at $32,455.90. The fund
started at $23,644.57 in 2014. The Property Endowment is
currently valued at $17,568.05. The fund started at
$15,000 in 2014.

Technology: Jeff Adams read Don Putzier’s report. The
new version of Easy Worship is now being used and Don
asks for patience as people learn the new software. In the
future, we may still move to Proclaim. Last month, Ad
Council approved an audio upgrade with the total cost of
the project $17,398.23. Donations to the tech fund are
welcome, and another option which Pastor Kelly
suggested was to provide people with a special tech fund
option combined in the 2018 pledge drive. This would also
allow for gradual accumulation in an ongoing tech fund as
outlined in the technology proposed budget. Don is hoping
we can still receive enough donations (50% of the cost of
the project) in the next 30 days to allow us to move ahead
with scheduling the audio upgrades.

New Business: Paulette Booker gave an overview of the
Higher Education Action Team grant that requests $3000
in funding for campus ministry programming. She shared
that there were other grants available for future funding
of campus ministry. Allison Bass made a motion to
approve the grant submission and Judy Argetsinger
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seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Karen Frydendall provided a member at large report. She
said that a contingent of members who worship at the
9:00 am service had gathered a week prior to share in
conversation their reactions and feelings concerning the
changes in the worship service. Karen summarized the
outcome of the meeting before sharing with the council a
signed letter from some of the members present at that
meeting. She said the benefit of the meeting was simply
getting together to talk and that the consensus was that
those gathered no longer felt that they were a part of
Hilltop — that they felt forgotten, ignored, disrespected,
and pushed aside. The letter requested that the first
service remain strictly traditional and include preferred
elements (familiar traditional hymns, organ, choir, special
music by members and the volunteer praise band) that the
group felt had been excluded. The letter also mentioned
that the noise and activity level in the narthex at the end
of the service was distracting and interfered with the
benediction. It was suggested that the worship service be
changed to 8:30 am or move fellowship to the fellowship
hall.

Kari Juni stated that she has relied on scripture to guide
her during this difficult time of transition and read from
James 1:19, “Know this, my dear brothers and sisters:
everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow
t o g r o wKarbatkigowlgtdged that the roll out of the
worship changes could have been better and she has
apologized for this several times and apologized once
again. She stressed the importance of practicing biblical
conversations as Jesus has instructed — that concerns
should first be discussed one on one with the person with
whom you have a disagreement. Kari has been discour-
aged to see hateful words being directed at leadership and
she stated that words should be used to build people up.
She is concerned to see negativity lingering and suggested
that individuals need to offer and seek forgiveness.

Jeff Adams expressed his disappointment that the reason
the 9:00 am worship had been restored to traditional was
solely because there had been one insult too many. He
shared that the leadership was in agreement that the
worship band should not be subjected to hostility. Jeff
called for a motion to make a formal apology to the
worship band. Karen Frydendall made the motion and
Judy Argetsinger seconded the motion. The motion
carried. There was more discussion about how to move
forward in healing and it was suggested that there be a
service of forgiveness.

Meeting was adjourned and Jeff closed in prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Behsman

Administrative Council Meeting

The Ad Council meets the third Thursday of each month.
The next meeting is Thursday, October 19th from 6:30-
8:00 pm with the Committee meetings following at 8:00
pm. The deadline for the October newsletter is Monday,
October 23, 2017 - submissions should be sent to Michelle
at office@mankatohilltop.org and include “NOVEMBER
NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.

Hilltop Administrative Council 2017

Chairperson Jeff Adams

Vice Chair Allison Bass

Rec. Secretary Michelle Behsman
Lay Leader Paulette Adams
Lay Del. to AC Andrew Bittner

Finance Chair Kerry Rausch

Finance Sec. Adela Scherer
Trustee Chair Bob Berg

SPRC Chair Kari Juni
UPWARD Paulette Booker
INWARD (Nom) Stacy Vanderwerf
OUTWARD Shannon McCuaig
Youth Rep Kari Juni

Young Adult Rep. Alexis McCall

S.S. Chair Jocelin Reynolds

Parish Nurse
Steward. Chair

Judy Argetsinger
Jeanette Phillips

Pastor Kelly McCuaig
Members at large: Karen Frydendall, Margaret Beaty,
Holly Aasen, Wayne Baumgartner, Karin Gavin
Worship Attendance Statistics
Year 2017 2016 2015
Service | 9:00 |10:30| Total | 8:15 |10:15| Total | 9:00
Sept 3 65 110 | 175 98 55 153 | 134
Sept10 | 85 102 | 187 52 172 | 224 | 125
Sept17 | 117 | 209 | 326 52 134 | 186 | 222
Sept24 | 73 82 155 49 142 | 191 | 192
Average| 85 | 125 | 210 | 62 | 125 | 188 | 168
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Operation Christmas Child

Week for
Operation Christmas Child will be
November 13th — November 20th.
You can pack your own boxes and

National  Collection

bring them to Hilltop during Collection week and there
will also be opportunities to pack boxes and to staff the
Collection Center at Hilltop. Watch for more information
and sign-up sheets later in October. If you would like to
donate items to be used for this project, or have extra
items from your boxes, you can leave them in the OCC
basket in the corner of the narthex. We are hoping to
pack over 100 Hilltop boxes!

Specific items we are looking for include:

|ll

17 “Wow” items — that special “main” gift that will be
surrounded by other, smaller items. A WOW gift
might be a deflated soccer ball (with pump), small
stuffed animals, sewing kits, dolls, shoes, smaller back

packs, etc.

7 Hygiene items — Dental floss, plastic toothbrush cases,
plastic bar soap containers, combs, small hairbrushes,
bars of soap (I like lvory because it floats), fingernail
clippers.

1 School supplies — pencil boxes (slider boxes are great),
school scissors.

1 Clothing items — plain color t-shirts, flip-flops,
boys/girls underwear, socks, baseball caps, hair clips,

barrettes, headbands, fun jewelry for girls, bandanas.

7 Small toys — such as balls, yo-yos, cars/trucks, har-
monicas, kazoos.

You can find also find a list of suggestions on the
Samaritan's Purse website at www.samaritanspurse.org,
or grab a handout from the OCC donation basket in the
narthex. You can also search OCC on Pinterest and find
many great ideas.

One big change this year -- we are no longer allowed to
pack any type of candy, gum or toothpaste.
If you have questions, email Paulette Adams, OCC Drop

Off Center Coordinator, at:
pauletteredman.adams@gmail.com.

Christmas Festival 2017

The Christmas Festival will be held Saturday, December
2nd from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. We will be selling peanut
brittle, crafts, cookies, candies, baked goods, breakfast,
and more. The contribution of your time and talents to
this fundraiser have resulted in donations of just over
$5000 to the BackPack Food Program each year.

There will be information in the Narthex regarding the
Festival: sign up for making cookies, sign up to help make
peanut brittle; ideas for making baskets for silent auction;
and price list guidelines for your crafts and baked goods
later this month. Donations can be placed in the offering
plate (please write Christmas Festival in the Memo
Portion of your check). Drop off times for baked goods,
crafts, cookies, etc. will be Friday Dec. 1st from 8 am - 8
pm.

If you have any questions or want to get involved in this
fun and festive event, please contact Kendra Daby at
kensdaby@gmail.com or 507-382-5202.

Peanut Brittle Connection

Every fall for the past 39 years Hilltop members have met
at our church to make peanut brittle. We are always look-
ing for new faces to join in the fun - about 14 people are
needed each session. The sessions this year are:

Monday, Oct. 23rd at 12:30 pm
Friday, Oct. 27th at 12:30 pm
Monday, Oct. 30th at 5:30 pm
Friday, Nov. 3rd at 12:30 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 7th at 5:30 pm

We will be selling the peanut brittle at the Christmas
Festival on December 2, 2017. Please sign up at the
welcome center. For more information call Deb Oachs

Mary Martha Circle

Date: Wednesday, October 11th

Time: 1:30 pm
Hostess: Wanda Alleven
Devotions: Shirley Courrier

Project: Operation Christmas Child
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Walk to Emmaus - An Invitation

The Walk to Emmaus is an
opportunity for you to
meet Jesus Christ in a new
way as He is revealed to ®
you through other believers. It is an experience that
begins with prayerful discernment, followed by attend-
ing a three-day experience of God’s grace.

There are fifteen talks regarding various aspects of
Christianity, small group discussions, communion, lots of
food, and fellowship during the weekend. Following the
three days, you are encouraged to participate in small
groups, connect groups, and class meetings. You can
continue to share in God’s grace in a variety of ways,
while supporting others in our ongoing walks with
Christ. Emmaus is a terrific part of our discipleship devel-
opment at Hilltop.

The purpose of Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders
for the church and inspire, challenge, and equip

participants for Christian action in their homes,
churches, and places of work. Walk to Emmaus lifts up a
way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with

others.

Upcoming Fall Walks are November 9-12, 2017 for men,
and November 16-19, 2017 for women. These walks will
be held at Good Counsel here in town this fall! Transpor-
tation to and from the walk will be taken care of, and
scholarships are available to cover the cost of the walk.
Over 60 members from this church have attended the
Walk to Emmaus or another three-day or Fourth Day
Christian event, such as Cursillo, Tres Dias, or Unidos en
Cristo. If you are interested in attending a Walk, or if you
want more information, please contact Barb Keith, Jeff
Adams, Adela Scherer, Don Putzier, or Pastor Kelly for
more details. They can put you in touch with other
members from this church who have also attended a
Walk.

Cost: The cost of the Walk is $200.00 for the entire
weekend, which includes meals and lodging. The local
Emmaus Community and Hilltop have scholarships
available should the cost be a barrier to participation.

Youth Ministry

On Wednesday, September 13th we kicked off our long-
awaited Youth Group for students grades six through
twelve... and it's a work-in-progress but God is most
certainly on the move! If you have teens, grand-teens,
cousins, or nieces and nephews who would benefit from
experiencing the love of God through the Hilltop
community, then Youth Group is a great entry point!
We hope you'll be in prayer for God's Spirit to pour out
blessings on this weekly gathering so that we might truly
be disciples who make disciples to transform this world.
Please pick up a brochure at the Welcome Center for
more information about upcoming events and activities.

When: Wednesdays from 6-8:15pm
Where: Hilltop fellowship hall

What: Dinner (FREE) followed by Games, Worship,
Christ-centered Teaching and Small Group Discussion

College Ministry

This month, we're launching Hilltop's first ever Class
Meeting style weekly gathering specifically intended for
young adults (twenty-somethings). Every Thursday
night, the group will gather at Hilltop for dinner,
worship, and small group discussion focusing on the
pressing topics of their lives... all the while seeking to
see God's hand in working all things together for good.
But we need your help! Would you consider signing up
to help with the provision of our weekly meal? Wendy
Allen is helping coordinate a meal schedule so that you
know exactly what elements are needed each week.
Contact Ashley today at ashley@mankatohilltop.org if
you'd like to participate in the work of blessing our

young adults with the gift of physical nourishment!
When: Thursdays from 7-9:00pm
Where: Hilltop fellowship hall

What: Dinner followed by Worship and Small Group
Discussion

As always, know that you are loved dearly by me and
even more so by our God.

In Christ,

Pastor Ashley
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Salvation Army Noon Meal

Another way to bless the hungry and less
fortunate souls in our community is by
serving the noon meal at the Salvation
Army. Our next opportunity to serve

is Sunday, October 1st, from 11:00 am —
1:30 pm. Sign up at the Welcome Center to serve and/or
donate food.

Bloodmobile at Hilltop

Jesus gave His blood for us. Will you give one pint of
blood to help your neighbor? The American Red Cross
Bloodmobile will be at Hilltop UMC on Thursday, October
5th from 12:00pm - 6:00pm. Walk-ins are welcome but
you can also sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org.

If you are not able to donate blood, please consider help-
ing with set-up, take-down, Registration or Canteen (sign
up at the Welcome Center). Any questions may be
directed to Judy Argetsinger 507-382-1065.

Green Bag Day

Hilltoppers continue to bless the
hungry by donating generously to the W

0w\
ECHO Food Shelf each month. Watch ~“==ww

foo’;z'—;/‘oe{f

the following Sunday with nonperishable donations to

for the green bags the third Sunday of
each month, and bring them back filled

ECHO. If you are not able to visit the grocery store but
would like to contribute, you can also put a check in the
offering plate (write Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

Chris Tomlin Concert

The Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher concert is quickly
approaching and it's sure to be a rockin' good time. If
you, your family, or your friends are wanting to go,
than
October 3rd! Also, please let Ashley know if you'd like

email ashley@mankatohilltop.org no later
to drive yourselves, caravan together, or contribute to

the rental cost of a 15-passenger van.

When: Friday, October 13 at 7:00 pm
Where: Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul
Cost: $32.50/person

HappyBirthday!

Kevin Phillips 10/01 Linda Flowers
Laurie Drake 10/02 Celia Pratt

Zada Utzinger 10/03 Deb Findley
Dianne Daby 10/04 Haley Goebel
Mark Oachs 10/06 Chelsey Zimmerli
Scott Foss 10/06 Onalee Green
Alexa Prosser 10/07 Bob Kraywinkel
Bob Jesseman 10/07 Terri Goebel
Shane Sellner 10/07 August McCuaig
Kari Weber 10/08 Norma Preston
Sandra Kiewatt 10/08 Wendy Allen

Jim Reed 10/09 Kody Wall

Sandy Cooper 10/09 Terry Berg

Susan Larson 10/09 Alec Scherer
Louis Allen 10/10 Angie Marble
Paulette Adams 10/10 Teri Clark

Karen Young 10/12 Levi Vanderwerf
John Beaty 10/14 Michelle Harmon
De Born 10/16 Deb Young

Chris Aasen 10/17 Bob Nelson
Happy Anniversary! @

Norm & Darlene Gullickson
Bruce & Joyce Long

Russ & Linda Flowers

De & Randy Born

JJ & Stef Morgan

Karla & Matt Lassonde
Bryan & Kari Pratt

Chris & Carina Eckert

Pam & Marty Saigh

Bob & Alison Nelson
Meghan & Shane Moore
Ramsey & Jennifer Turner
Ken & Onalee Green
Chris & Sarah Schroeder
Bill & Wanda Alleven

Kari & Kevin Weber

Jim & Barb Reed

10/19
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/24
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30

10/01
10/02
10/02
10/03
10/05
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/09
10/17
10/18
10/23
10/24
10/24
10/29
10/29
10/30



October Calendar at T____.—..OU Details for calendar events can be found at http://mankatohilltop.org/calendar/

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00a s\oa:i 1:30p Glory Days 6:00-8:15p Youth Group  |12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Class Meeting 9a-12p Organist Practice
Ho”wON <<oar.__u 5:30p Class Meeting 6:30p Choir 12:00p Red Cross 11:30p Community Group
12:00p Salvation Army 6:30p Connect Academy Bloodmobile 12:30p KTV Broadcast
Noon Meal .

4:00p The Problem of 9:00p KTV Broadcast 1:30p Prayer

God 7:00p College Night
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00a Worship 1:30p Glory Days 1:30p Mary Martha Circle |12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Class Meeting 9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Class Meeting 6:00-8:15p Youth Group  |1:30p Prayer 11:30p Community Group
4:00p The Problem of 6:30p Choir 7:00p College Night 12:30p KTV Broadcast

God 6:30p Connect Academy 7:00p Chris Tomlin & Matt

9:00p KTV Broadcast Maher Concert

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00a <<o_‘m:6 1:30p Glory Days 6:00-8:15p Youth Group  |12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Class Meeting 9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Class Meeting 6:30p Choir 1:30p Prayer 11:30p Community Group
4:00p The Problem of 6:30p Connect Academy  |6:30p Ad Council 12:30p KTV Broadcast

God 9:00p KTV Broadcast 7:00p College Night

8:00p Committee Mtgs.

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00a Worship 8:00a Newsletter 1:30p Glory Days 6:00-8:15p Youth Group  |12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Class Meeting 9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Deadline 5:30p Class Meeting 6:30p Choir 1:30p Prayer 11:30p Community Group
4:00p The Problem of |12:30p Peanut Brittle 6:30p Bishop’s Conversa- |6:30p Connect Academy  |7:00p College Night 12:30p Peanut Brittle

God tions on a Way Forward  {9:00p KTV Broadcast 12:30p KTV Broadcast

at Belgrade Avenue UMC
(see back page for info)
mN%u Worshi 30 31 Connect m-.OCUm Have you tried a Connect Group yet? Here’s your chance to meet
N a yrorship 5:30p Peanut Brittle 1:30p Glory Days new people, make new friends, and find real answers to life’s questions...all in the process

10:30a Worship 5:30p Class Meeting

11:30a Harvest Home
Dinner
4:00p The Problem of
God

of growing in your love of God. Most classes begin the first week of October and will run
from 4-13 weeks. Sign up at www.mankatohilltop.com or contact our Adult Discipleship
Coordinator, Stacy Vanderwerf, at stacy@mankatohilltop.org. All Connect Groups are

highlighted on the calendar.
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Bishop's Conversations on a Way Forward

The 2016 General Conference called upon the Council of
Bishops to guide The United Methodist Church in finding
a “way forward” through the four-decade-long divide we
have had on the matter of homosexuality. As a result, the
Council formed a Commission on a Way Forward to assist
the bishops with this task. The Commission will make its
final report to the Council of Bishops in May, 2018 and
the Council, in turn, will make its recommendation to a
called session of the General Conference in February,
2019.

This Fall (Sept. — Nov.), Bishop Bruce Ough will be hosting
15 regional conversations across the Dakotas-Minnesota
Area regarding the Commission’s work. He is eager to (1)
keep you informed about their deliberations and progress
and, more significantly (2) gather your thoughts about a
way forward. He is interested, among other things, to
dialogue about how you see The United Methodist
Church remaining united in the presence of significant
cultural, regional and theological differences.

You are encouraged to pre-register for the regional
gathering you would like to attend. Your pre-registration
will assist the host congregations to prepare appropriate
meeting space and hospitality. You can register for any
regional gathering that is convenient for you. Each gather-
ing will last approximately 2 hours. Please register on-line
at: https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/Bishop71

There will be a Conversation held at Belgrade Avenue
UMC in North Mankato on Tuesday, October 24th, 6:30 -
8:30 pm.

A complete listing of all meeting dates, times and
locations can be found on the registration site. If you have
any questions, please contact your district superinten-
dent, Fred Vanderwerf at fredv@mnumc.org or Sheilah
Kyburz at sheilah.kyburz@dkmnareaumc.org or 612-870-
4007.
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