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FROM THE PASTOR
The Best Part About Vacation

Getting away from it all, eating great food, seeing great
sights, visiting with old friends and beloved family, sleep-
ing in, not going into the office...These are all things that |
loved about our recent vacation to New Mexico and
Texas. It was exactly what our family needed during this
time in our lives. But you want to know the best part
about vacation? It’s not any of the things listed above.
It’s this... coming back home!

Rest is good. Rest is necessary. God himself rested after
creating this amazing universe. Yet, we rest so that we
can do the work that God has blessed us with. From the
very beginning of creation, before sin ever crept into the
world, God created us to work: “The LORD God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it” (Genesis 2:15). God has called Shannon and | to
Mankato to do the good work of spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and that was the best part about vacation,
knowing that we were coming back to do this work!

But this isn’t just the work that Shannon and | have been
given. It's the work that each of you, all of our Hilltop
family are blessed to do. There is a calling to ministry on
each and every one of your lives. As believers in Jesus
Christ we are a transformed people. We are ambassadors
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and as such we represent and
work for that Kingdom here on earth.

So as this season of vacation draws to a close, as the
summer months quickly start to wrap up, ask yourself,
“Am | ready to come home? Am | ready to get back to
work?” The work of the Lord that we’ve been given is
holy, sacred work, and it is work that we should be
chomping at the bit to do! The calling on our lives to get
up each day and to work to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ is the most amazing calling in all the world,
and you must know that you wake up with that call each
and every day.

Come home to the Kingdom and work. Work by joining
your brothers and sisters in Christ each week in worship.
We need that time together to be strengthened and
transformed so that we can then go out and be Christ’s
disciples to a world that does not know him. Come home
and work by joining a Connect Group. We need that time
of connecting deeper with God and with others so that
the Holy Spirit can mold and shape us to grow deeper in
our love of others and our love of him. Come home and
work by getting involved in serving the world and being a
light to the nations.

So go forth, and do good work! Know that you are at
home in the Kingdom of Heaven, and from that home we
can declare God’s goodness and glory to the nations.
We're not created to stay on vacation. We're not created
to continually separate ourselves from our home and
from our work. We’re created to reach out, grab God'’s
hand, and walk alongside him in his mission to spread his
love and grace to all people.

Pastor Kelly

What's Kel l v PRPead.i

You Are What
by James K. A. Smith

You Love,

This book is absolutely rocking
my world! Smith is saying that

we are, at our very core, people YOU ARE

who love. But our love is not WHAT YOU LOVE

always directed to where God

THE SPIRITUAL POWER of HABIT

has created us to love. Listen to

JAMES K. A. SMITH

this: “To be human is to have a
heart. You can’t not love. So the question isn’t whether
you will love something as ultimate; the question is what
you will love as ultimate. And you are what you love.”
God is asking me through this book, “Kelly, where is your
love? Is it on me, or is it on something else entirely?”

ng?
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Minutes from July Ad Council

Thursday, July 28, 2016, 7:30 pm

Present: Paulette Adams, Jeff Adams, Pastor Kelly
McCuaig, Herb Fast, Kerry Rausch, Paulette Booker (via
Skype), Bob Berg, Michelle Behsman, Stacy Vanderwerf,
Judy Argetsinger, Karen Frydendall.

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Adams. Jeff
opened the meeting with prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of June
16, 2016 were available for review. A motion was made
by Bob Berg to approve the minutes as presented. Kerry
Rausch seconded. The motion carried.

Pastor: Pastor Kelly opted to postpone his Simple
Church teaching session until next month due to time
constraints. He said it was good to be home from vaca-
tion and is excited for the work ahead. He announced
that he is finishing his last class at Asbury and will have
some conference leadership workshops this fall.

Nominations: Pastor Kelly did not have anything to
report from nominations but there was discussion about
Terry Berg’s role on Ad Council now that fellowship has
been disbanded. Since this particular committee is not
mandated by the Book of Discipline it was generally
decided that Terry would no longer be on Ad Council
unless she wanted to serve “at large”.

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that the trustees were
working on the 2017 budget and would have it submit-
ted by the end of August as requested by Finance. They
approved spending for three projects: boiler installation
in the parsonage, parsonage garage updates which in-
clude insulating of west wall and addition of electric
outlets and lighting, and a portion of the Blue Heron
Landscaping plan for the area by the church entrance.
The crabapple tree would be removed by the trustees
and Blue Heron will install a paver patio, decorative
fence, and sitting stone. They would like to do the
sculpture at some point and will add the plants next
spring as they felt it will be too late in the growing
season to add plants. Another issue discussed at their
meeting was that Michelle had reported doors being
found unlocked on Monday mornings and windows be-
ing left open. They agreed that we needed to be more

vigilant ensuring that the building is locked up after
worship and evening meetings. It was also reported that
the fellowship hall thermostat had been set very low
and that it was not programmable as some of the others
in the building. With utility bills rising they felt that this
should be addressed.

Finance: Kerry Rausch presented the June finance
report noting a general fund balance of approximately
$80,000. The month’s income was about $6,000 more
than then the month’s expenses. Kerry reported that
Michelle had recently transferred approx. $25,000 from
general to savings: $17,000 to the Increase Fund, $645
to Memorial and $7,500 to the Building Fund. Judy
Harrington made a motion to approve the finance
report and Paulette Adams seconded. The motion
carried.

Discipleship: Stacy Vanderwerf reported that she is
planning for Fall Connect Groups. Over the summer
there has been a “test group” for class meetings. Karen
Frydendall asked what this was and Stacy further
explained that class meetings were very Wesleyan and
are historically a Methodist tradition. Individuals meet
weekly to check in with their group—to ask how it is
with their spiritual life. Herb Fast asked if this would
replace Connect Groups to which Stacy responded that
she always saw Connect Groups as transitional. She said
that Class Meeting is an option for the future and differs
from Connect Groups which function as learning
opportunities whereas Class Meetings are opportunities
to engage in conversation about your soul. Stacy said
she planned to run Class Meeting as a Connect Group
group this Fall.

SPRC: Paulette Adams reported that SPRC was planning
to interview a couple of applicants for the
campus/youth minister position in the next couple of
weeks. She also reported that an opportunity has
presented itself to add a worship leader to the staff. She
stated one of the outcomes of the worship planning
meeting held a couple of months ago was identifying
the need for someone to lead worship, to play
guitar/piano and lead the singing. Kelly shared that it
was through Fred that an introduction had been made
with a MNSU professor of music who expressed their
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calling to this type of ministry. Paulette passed out
copies of the Worship Leader job description, which was
a joint effort of the Worship committee and SPRC. Karen
Frydendall asked which came first—the individual who
expressed interest in leading worship or the job descrip-
tion. Paulette said that work on the job description was
expedited due to the presentation of this excellent
candidate. She said that they considered the needs of
Hilltop without knowledge of this individual. Stacy
added that Hilltop has musicians and singers but that
we need someone to pull it all together, someone who
can encourage and utilize people’s musical gifts.
Paulette Booker used the “Make a Joyful Noise” group
as an example stating that they have had four guitarists
and that the group has a thirst for music from different
genres. She said there is a need for a worship leader,
someone who can develop the musicians that we have.
Paulette Adams stated that the SPRC and Worship were
seeking approval from Ad Council to add this staff posi-
tion. Bob asked about the salary range of this position
to which Kelly responded that this type of position is
roughly 20 hours a week and pays $15-20,000 annually.
He added that there was sufficient dollars in the
Increase Fund, which was set aside for future staffing
needs. Kelly clarified that it was the role of the Ad
Council to approve additional staff positions but that
SPRC has the authority to set the salary, interview and
hire. Bob mentioned that the addition of a worship
leader may impact the future technology needs and
suggested that Technology consult with the worship
leader should we choose to hire one. Stacy made a
motion to approve the addition of this position and Judy
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Education: Kelly reported that he will be meeting with
Jocelin next week about Kids’ Kinection, which will begin
on Sunday, Sept. 11th. Bob told Kelly to remind Jocelin
that background checks need to be completed for any
new teachers or helpers.

Worship: Paulette Booker sent an email report and
attended the meeting via Skype. The Worship Team met
on July 10, 2016, to review the proposed job description
for the Worship Leader. Members present, and others
via e-mail, approved the content with a few changes,

which were forwarded to Pastor Kelly and Kari Juni
(SPRC). The Team also visited briefly about changing out
the sanctuary decor and how best to illustrate the
upcoming creation sermon series.

Youth: Pastor Kelly reported that he would be meeting
with the youth group on Wednesday nights beginning
August 3rd. They will be watching The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe and doing a bible study based on the
story. Stacy Vanderwerf asked if there would be confir-
mation classes this fall to which Kelly responded, “Yes.”
He said that he would like to expand on the age range,
possibly including 5th and 6th grade students. There
was some discussion about grouping youth from 6-12th
grade. Kelly did say that the youth group this fall should
include 6th grade since the school district includes these
students at the new middle school.

Parish Nurse: Judy Argetsinger reported that 37 pints of
blood were donated at the recent Bloodmobile. The Red
Cross will visit again on October 6th. She also said that
she will be restocking the first aid kit and replacing the
battery on the AED machine.

Pastoral Care: Kelly provided an update - Jim Johnson’s
funeral is on Monday. Sandy Cooper’s hip surgery went
well. JoAnn Hutchinson is experiencing issues with her
vision. There was discussion about whether JoAnn’s
needs were being met and there were a few who said
that they had assisted with rides.

Stewardship: Kelly reported that he and Jeanette had
chosen a date for Harvest Home Dinner - it will be the
second Sunday before Thanksgiving.

New Business: Michelle read Andrew Bittner’s scholar-
ship application detailing Andrew’s plan to pursue the
deacon track with the UMC. Karen made a motion to
approve the application and Paulette Adams seconded
the motion. The motion carried.

The meeting was closed as the council prayed for JoAnn
Hutchinson. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. The next
meeting will be August 18, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Behsman
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Summer Mission Focus

The Hilltop Mission Team is asking that you consider the
Midwest Mission Distribution Center and the Backpack
Food Program as you do your back to school shopping.
The MMDC is a United Methodist disaster relief facility
located on near Springfield, lllinois. They put together
school supply bags for students and teachers, in
addition to other outreach projects. Please bring your
school supply donations to church by the last week in
September. Some of these supplies may also be
distributed to Mankato area schools.

MMDC needs:

Spiral Notebooks

Stick Pens (blue, black, red)
Unsharpened Pencils

Blunt Scissors

Filler Paper

Boxes of White Chalk
Chalkboard Erasers
Boxes of paper clips
Rubber Bands

Magic Markers

Pencil Sharpeners
Pencil Erasers

12” Rulers

24 Box of Crayons
6” Protractors
You can support the Backpack Food Program by making
a monetary donation during August or September (write
BackPack Food Program on the memo line) or you can
donate any of the food items listed below. Donations

can be brought to Hilltop by September 25, 2016 and
placed in designated box at the Welcome Center.

Maruchan Instant Lunch (2.25 oz any variety, cups only)
Kraft Easy Mac packets

Chef Boyardee Microwave Pasta Bowl or Rice Bowl
(must be meat variety i.e. Spaghetti with Meatballs or
Chicken with Rice)

Instant Oatmeal packets (fun kid varieties, other than
maple and brown sugar)

100% juice boxes (6 0z)

Apple sauce cups (4 oz, any variety i.e. Strawberry, peach)
Fruit cups in light syrup (4 0z)

Peanut Butter Snack Cracker Packs (1.38 0z)

Nabisco Teddy Grahams (.5 - 1.0 oz ind. packaged)
Granola Bars (1 oz any variety)

Pudding Cups (3.5 oz non-refrigerated, fun flavors)

Gluten Free Snacks (1 oz ind. packaged i.e. raisins,
craisins, gluten free crispy rice bars)

Green Bag Day!

The third Sunday of each

month we commit together as

a church to provide food for

the hungry. On July 17th please

pick up a green bag on your way out of worship—inside
you'll find a grocery list of items most needed at the
Echo Food Shelf. Fill up your bag and bring it back the
following Sunday so we can give thanks for God’s provi-
sion, and praise him inviting us to be the hands and feet
of Christ. In May we gave 689 pounds of food! If you are
not able to visit the grocery store but would like to
contribute, you can also put a check in the offering plate
(write Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

Salvation Army Dinner

Hilltop is blessed with the opportunity to serve the
Sunday Noon Meal at the Salvation Army on Sunday,
August 14th from 11:00-1:30 p.m. Please sign up at the
Welcome Center to donate food and/or help serve our
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Art in Worship

/\

™~
forms: words, music, ' \
dance, and art. From ‘\“\ AW

Worship takes many

Michelangelo's Sistene
Chapel to the chapel

on Good Counsel Hill &2
to Hilltop’s stained glass windows, all are designed to
praise the Lord with our eyes. Are you an artist? A
painter, sculptor, interior decorator, graphic designer,
photographer, quilter, scrap-booker, etc., with ideas for
incorporating art into our worship? The Worship Team
invites all artists to share their ideas. All we need is your
contact information which you can give to Michelle at
office@mankatohilltop.org or by putting "Artist" (along
with your contact information) on the Connect card in
the pews and placing it in the offering plate. The Wor-
ship Team will contact you to gather your ideas. What a
glorious way to live out the Gospel...through our art!
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HIiLLTOP NEWS
Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop

Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning
‘thanksgiving,’ so please join us each
Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:00
pm to give thanks to God for his love
and mercy through the broken body
and shed blood of Christ. As one body
we will experience the real and pre-
sent Spirit of Christ amongst us and in
us, and be nourished to go forth to be
faithful witnesses of God’s love and
grace in the world.

| Gave Online

In the pews you will find “I GAVE ONLINE” cards. These
cards are to be used by those who give electronically by
auto-tithe, online giving or text to give. This not only
allows members an opportunity to put something in the
offering plate to indicate a donation has been given, but
also serves as a visible sign to visitors that giving is
taking place.

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help
our church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring
electronic contribution today. You won’t need to write
checks and prepare envelopes every week. And even
when vyou can’t attend services, your electronic
contributions will arrive without delay.

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time
or recurring gift and view your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.

Simply follow these easy steps:

1. Visit the church website at:
www.mankatohilltop.com,

2. Click on the Give Now button,

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow
the onscreen instructions to create an online
profile and to schedule your contribution.

Summer Sundays

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to fellowship at the
lake together one last time this Summer. On August 14"
we’ll head out to the North Shore Park at Madison Lake
right after our 10:30 service. Bring your lake gear, and
bring your own meat to grill and a side to share, or just
bring some sandwiches for your family... Whatever you
bring just be prepared to have fun with our Hilltop
Family at the lake.

Remember, let the beauty of the Summer call you to a
deeper sense of worship this summer. Let it draw us all
into greater community together, so that we can be
encouraged and nourished so that we can share God’s
love and grace with the world!

Summertime Youth

Starting on Wed., August 3rd
at 6:30 pm, the youth will start

WALT D1 3

a 5-week journey through The
Lion, The Witch, and the
Wardrobe.  This
movie (based on the classic
book) has the incredibly
powerful message of Jesus at

fantastic

it’s core. Each night we’ll make
our way through the movie,
and discover God’s amazing love for each of us.

Evening with the Pastor

Join us at 6:00 pm here at the church on Sunday,
August 28th for coffee and tea as you spend time
with Pastor Kelly hearing about the mission and vision
of Hilltop UMC. Ask him any question you want about
the ministry of this church and how to be in ministry
with us. From first-time guests to long-time members,
all are invited!
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Happy Anniversary! @ HappyBlrthday!
Shane & Mandy Gerhart 8/01 Deb Birr 8/02
Kent & Allison Bass 8/04 Michael Kraywinkel 8/02 Wendy Pearson 8/22
Colin & Abbie Weerts 8/06 Jackson Maday 8/03 Christina Ross 8/23
Dan & Heather Gowanlock 8/06 Shirley Ashpole 8/03 Fiona Swanson 8/23
Del & Betty Goebel 8/06 Taylor Wacholz 8/03 Dale Ashpole 8/24
Sandy & Wendy Allen 8/06 Karla Lassonde 8/04 Joyce Long 8/24
Scott & Chriss Page 8/11 Wanda Alleven 8/04 Leslie Putzier 8/24
Merrill & Karen Frydendall 8/16 Becky Steinbauer 8/05 Jack Larson 8/25
Todd & Karin Gavin 8/18 Carolyn Allen 8/05 Sasha Jakovich 8/25
Dennis Ward & Karin Ambros-Ward 8/20 Maggie Steinbauer 8/05 Chriss Page 8/26
David & Christina Ross 8/21 Chris Flesner 8/07 Deb Oachs 8/26
Kevin & Shari Schroeder 8/21 Sandy Allen 8/07 Jamison Daby 8/27
Herb & Marci Fast 8/24 Bill Warmack 8/08 Karen Warmack 8/27
Mike & Kari Juni 8/26 Josh Adams 8/08 Patti Cole 8/27
Jim & Kerry Rausch 8/27 Bill Scherer 8/13 Debra Burns 8/28
Debra & Will Michalski 8/28 Harry Argetsinger 8/13 Jan Marble 8/28
Dan & Lana Held 8/30 Sydney Maday 8/16 Kerry Rausch 8/28
John & Peggy Phelps 8/31 Jorie Mundt 8/18 Thomas Drake 8/28
Jenny Winters 8/19 Bradley Mundt 8/29
Mary Martha Circle Jenna Aasen 8/20 Arlene Wilson 8/30
Mary Martha will not meet in August, but will gather Peggy Phelps 8/22 Jack Olinger 8/30
together again on September 14th at 1:30 pm hosted by
Judy Argetsinger with devotions led by JoAnn Hutchin- Worship Attendance Statistics
son. Sundays: 2016 2015 2014
Ongoing Mary Martha Mission Projects: July 3 116 134 107
Red Bird Mission—Campbell Soup Labels
SPRTC—toiletries (moteFI) size) i L 123 126 206
July 17 113 148 146
Newsletter Submissions
July 24 193 137 142
The deadline for the September newsletter is Monday, Average 136 136 150

Aug. 22, 2016. There is a submission form on the shelf by
the copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and
include “SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.

y Tweet the Bible by @officialseedbed

JUDGES.....Devoted, disobedient, desperate,
delivered. Repeat as many times as necessary.

@pmitchell82
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
1:30p Women’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  [9a-12p Organist Practice
5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Youth Group 12:30p KTV Broadcast 9a Seven Men
9:00p KTV Broadcast
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00a Worship 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Prayer & Share  |6:30p Youth Group 12:30p KTV Broadcast
7:00p Broken and Blessed |6:30p Make a Joyful Noise
9:00p KTV Broadcast
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00a Worship 1:30p Women’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Prayer & Share  |6:30p Youth Group 6:30p Comm. Meetings |12:30p KTV Broadcast
11:30ish Lake Day at 6:30p Make a Joyful Noise |7:30p Ad Council
North Shore Park
Madison Lake
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00a Worship 8:00a Newsletter 1:30p Women's Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Deadline 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Youth Group 12:30p KTV Broadcast
7:00p Broken and Blessed |6:30p Make a Joyful Noise
9:00p KTV Broadcast
28 29 30 31
9:00a s\oa:_m 1:30p Women's Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist
10:30a Worship
6:00pm Evening with 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Youth Group
9:00p KTV Broadcast

the Pastor
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

United Methodist Day 2016 at the Twins
START DATE / TIME: August 23 at 7:10
p.m. vs. Detroit Tigers

LOCATION: Target Field, 353 N. 5th St.,
Minneapolis, MN 55403

REGISTER BY: August 9, 2016

COST: $31 (The Deck); $16 (Home Run Porch View), $3
from every ticket purchased will benefit Imagine No
Malaria.

Join other United Methodists for an evening of big-league
action and fun as the Twins play the Detroit Tigers at
Target Field. Bishop Bruce Ough will throw out the
honorary first pitch before the game and will lead the 7th
inning stretch. A portion of each ticket will go to support
Imagine No Malaria. Place orders by Aug. 9. Due to high
demand for seats to this special promotion, all orders will
be filled on a first-come, first-served basis only. This
event is expected to sell out.

How to Order:

1. Call 1-800-33-TWINS (hit “0” to speak to an attendant)

- Phone lines are open during business hours and
most evenings/weekends during Twins games.

2. At the START of your call, be sure to reference the
United Methodist Day promotion.

3. VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, and AMERICAN
EXPRESS are accepted. A S5 service/handling fee will
be added to each order.

4. Your tickets will be mailed.

No exchanges or refunds; offer not valid with any other
discounts or promotions. Tickets must be purchased by
Tuesday, August 9, 2016. Game date and time subject to

change.



