HILLTOP ECH/'ES

‘ United Methodist Church

www.mankatohilltop.org

facebook: hilltop united methodist church

July 2016

office@mankatohilltop.orf_g

FROM THE PASTOR
Are You Ready!?

I've been thinking a lot about change lately. | watch my
children change each day. | sit outside and | see the
weather change from hot to cool, from sunny to cloudy,
from calm to windy. | watch myself change... sometimes
fast, sometimes slow. Change is all around us and we
accept it as a fact of life, but there is one place where
many of us just simply don’t think change should belong...

the church.

I'll be the first to admit that there’s a particular way of
doing church that I’'m comfortable with, that | like best,
that | could easily sit down in and be “satisfied” for years
on end. But that’s not the kind of church we’re supposed
to be. Nowhere in scripture or in church history do we see
a vibrant, growing, healthy, and fruitful congregation of
believers get to that point because they hunkered-down
and refused to change.

Change in the church often leads to expansive growth and
fruit. Leaders in the early church made the huge decision
to start eating foods that they normally wouldn’t have
eaten (Acts 10), as well as decided to include people who
hadn’t been circumcised into the church (Acts 15). These
were monumental, potentially earth-shattering changes
that didn’t destroy the church, but actually saw the
church grow by leaps and bounds!

Hilltop UMC is no different. This church has a rich
tradition of accepting and embracing change for the sake
of making disciples. In 1917, after almost 50 years of
being an exclusively German speaking congregation, we
made the radical decision to be an English speaking
church. Imagine just how drastic a change that was!

In 1968, after 50 more years in a beautiful church building
downtown, we made the exciting decision to sell that
property and move up here on the hill to be able to grow
and reach an entirely new group of people in Mankato.
Imagine just picking up and moving now...what courage

and determination that took!

We are a church that exists today because we have been
a church unafraid of change, and | wonder what changes
are coming next. How is the Lord calling us to change?
How is he calling us to adapt and evolve so that we may
be bolder disciples of Christ so that others, those outside
our walls, may come to know God’s love and grace?

The Church is the only institution in the entire history of
the world that exists for those who are not yet a part of
it! Did you catch that!? We don’t exist for us; we exist for
them—those who don’t yet know Christ—and as the
world outside our walls changes we must change as well.
Be it in how we worship, or how we do small groups;
maybe it’s in the way | preach, or maybe in how we use
our building; perhaps it’s in the way we do confirmation,
or something no one has even thought about yet. Change
is coming. | don’t know how it’s coming, but | am praying
for change to happen, and drastic change at that. | can’t
help but see in my reading of Scripture and looking at the
movement of God throughout history, that God’s Church
always grows in the midst of change that’s led by the Holy
Spirit. So yes, | am praying for change, I'm praying that we
might be a church that makes radical, risky changes for
the sake of his Kingdom, and that we would want nothing
more than to be a part of his life transforming life -
changing movement in this world.

So are you ready for change? | know | am!

Pastor Kelly
What ' s Kelly Readi

One of the books I'm reading right now is Impossible Love,
by Medine and Craig Keener. This thrilling and inspiring
true love story is about a dedicated biblical scholar and a
refugee from the war-torn Congo, and the ways in which
God brings these two amazing people together will
absolutely take your breath away. God’s grace is written
all over the pages, and | highly recommend it!
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Minutes from June Ad Council

Thursday, June 16, 2016, 7:30 pm

Present: Paulette Adams, Jeff Adams, Pastor Kelly
McCuaig, Herb Fast, Kerry Rausch, Paulette Booker, Bob
Berg, Jean Jackson, Michelle Behsman, Aaron Daby, Don
Putzier.

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Adams. Jeff
opened the meeting with prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of
May 19, 2016 were available for review. A motion was
made by Bob Berg to approve the minutes as presented.
Paulette Booker seconded. The motion carried.

Pastor: Pastor Kelly reviewed the concept of simple
church reminding leadership that their primary role is
that of being a “Discipleship Designer”. He encouraged
them to continue thinking about a process for making
disciples — we are builders, and builders need a blue-
print. Do we currently have a clearly defined process for
building disciples at Hilltop? What kind of disciples do
we want to build? And how do we go about building
these disciples? After considering these questions, next
steps will be to define the process (purpose=process)
and illustrate it. Is the process simple, can you explain it
easily by drawing a picture on a napkin? We should be
able to measure and quantify our process of building
disciples so that we know whether the process is
effective. Does the process move people smoothly and
intentionally towards the goal of being a disciple of
Christ? We must also continue discussing the process in
order to increase our own and others understanding of
the process. Can we measure the extent to which
individuals understand the process? There was brief
discussion about our current process identifying Alpha
and Walk to Emmaus as programs for building disciples.
It was noted that invitations to participate in these
programs may not have clearly stated the purpose of
participation. Kelly encouraged leadership to continue
thinking about our process for building disciples.

Nominations: Pastor Kelly reported that the General
Conference amendments to the Book of Discipline
prohibit spouses of appointed clergy from serving on

the finance committee, as financial secretary, or as a
counter. A motion was made by Kelly to remove
Shannon McCuaig from the finance committee. Kerry
Rausch seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that the trustees were
negotiating bids for a new boiler for the parsonage. He
said that they have not set a date to start work on bring-
ing the garage up to code. Bob asked Jean Jackson to
give an update on landscaping the area by the front
entrance. Before sharing the design, Jean stated the
importance of having a long-term plan for the church
property. She asked whether the trustees were solely
responsible for making decisions concerned with the
use of the church property and shared that the trustees
were somewhat uncomfortable with making these
decisions and thought that more input was needed from
either Ad Council or an appointed committee. Jean
reviewed the landscape design provided by Blue Heron
Landscaping, showing picture examples of some of the
elements like a water feature, sculpture, and statue.
The existing tree and lamp post would be removed and
a paver area would be added along with a 36” decora-
tive fence. The area would blend with the newly land-
scaped area on the south side. Jeff Adams asked for an
incremental budget plan so that work could begin even
if the total cost is outside of the current Hilltop budget
for landscaping. To address Jean’s question about future
planning, Kelly mentioned that at a recent finance
meeting with John Mitchem the group learned that a
church should have a capital campaign every 10-12
years. He encouraged trustees and all committees to
spend time brainstorming and dreaming of what they
would like to see accomplished at Hilltop. Jeff suggested
that an ad hoc committee be formed to work with Jean
in formulating a landscape vision for Hilltop. Paulette
Booker made a motion to affirm the trustees decision to
form an ad hoc task force for landscape visioning. Herb
Fast seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Finance: Kerry Rausch presented the May finance
report noting a general fund balance of $53,033.38,
with year to date income of $109,610.00 and YTD
expenses of $109,227.00. Kerry reported that due to
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auto tithing income fluctuates less overall and is
especially helpful during the summer months. Kerry
asked Aaron for clarification on the current mission
focus and plans for the third quarter so that funds
received for mission can be designated accurately.
Paulette Adams made a motion to approve the finance
report and Bob Berg seconded. The motion carried.

Mission: Aaron Daby reported that the mission focus is
still Echo Food shelf and in addition to the Green Bag
Days he identified other ways that individuals can
support Echo. The mission team had flyers available on
Sunday that list volunteer opportunities: helping clients
shop for groceries, sorting incoming items and stocking
shelves, and delivering groceries to home bound clients.
He reported that Steph was looking to schedule another
Salvation Army noon meal for this fall. Aaron also
reported that the missions team was thinking about a
regional and world focus for missions. They would like
to work with a prison ministry in our region and are
considering support of a missionary(ies) for the world
focus.

SPRC: Pastor Kelly shared a report by Kari Juni. SPRC is
discussing the finance secretary position and working on
an employee handbook. They have had several good
applicants for the campus/youth ministry position and
interviewed one individual. They didn’t get the opportu-
nity to interview a few because those individuals
accepted other employment. The deadline has been
extended to September 1, 2016 and they are hopeful
that they will find an excellent candidate. EJ and Pastor
Kelly have talked about plans for the youth during the
interim.

Worship: Paulette Booker reported that she had been
meeting with Kelly, but the worship team did not meet.
Kelly talked about the family worship service at 10:30
am reporting attendance of 50 the first week, 67 the
second and 80 last week. He said that it was exciting to
be a part of a church that tries something new. He said
the service was fun and rambunctious and ministers to
children. He thought it was a good change of pace for
summer when there is no Kids’ Kinection. Paulette

reported that Sue Anderson had been creating some art
to work with the worship and sermon. She also reported
that the team needed to recruit communion stewards.
On a side note she said that the Make a Joyful Noise
connect group had met a couple of times and were
working on the 7 biblical reasons that music matters
and were having great fun expressing themselves
musically.

Technology: Don Putzier reported that the upgrade had
been scheduled with Sim Sound to begin on August 15t
with work being completed within that week. He also
stated that some training would be needed for the tech
staff.

Old Business: None

New Business: Paulette reported that Operation Christ-
mas Child had been scheduled for this November. Kelly
reported that finance would like to see proposed 2017
budgets for all committees by the August Ad Council
meeting and he encouraged the teams to think and
dream big. Aaron asked which committee was
responsible for the website stating that work needed to
be done. Kelly thought that the website fell under
evangelism. Jeff encouraged all leadership to attend the
commissioning service for Kelly taking place on
Wednesday evening at the St. Cloud Convention Center
at 7:00 pm. He also presented Kelly with a cash
donation from the congregation to be used for a clergy
robe. Kelly also called attention to another special event
— Don Putzier will be receiving the Denman Evangelism
Award Thursday morning at Annual Conference. Only
two of these awards are presented each year and Kelly
said it is a great honor and encouraged the council to be
there for the presentation if they are able.

The meeting was closed as the council prayed over
Pastor Kelly. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. The next
meeting will be July 21, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Behsman
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MUSIC

Hilltop MAD Camp
music warts odrama

Hilltop is hosting a Music, Art and Drama Camp this
summer, in place of the traditional VBS. This exciting,
week-long summer camp will blend fun with music and
choreography. There will be solo and group singing and
speaking roles in this musical based on scripture and the
kids will also use their creativity as they design the set
and make props and costumes. This camp is open to the
community and we will have an audition the week prior
to give kids a week to work on their speaking parts. Kids
who are not interested in a speaking or singing role are
still encouraged to attend the audition as well.

Audition For All: Monday, July 18th
6:30-8:00 pm

MAD Camp: Monday, July 25 - Friday July 29th
1:00-4:00 pm
Musical performance: Sunday, July 31st at 10:30 am.

Cost: $35 (includes snacks and camp t-shirt, scholarships
available, please don’t let cost hinder your participation)

Register: available soon at www.mankatohilltop.org

Questions: Call Michelle at 507-387-3877. If you would
like to assist with set design, costume creation or
snacks, please call or email office@mankatohilltop.org.

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop

Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning ‘thanksgiving,” so
please join us each Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:00
pm to give thanks to God for his love and mercy through
the broken body and shed blood of Christ. As one body
we will experience the real and present Spirit of Christ
amongst us and in us, and be nourished to go forth to
be faithful witnesses of God’s love and grace in the
world.

MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir

Hilltop is excited to welcome the MN Adult and Teen
Challenge Choir on Sunday, July 24, 2016 at both the
9:00 am and 10:30 am worship service. The MnTC Choir
is known statewide, having performed at nearly 200
churches in 2015. The choir’s contemporary Gospel and
Praise songs will be accompanied by inspiring client
stories of addiction recovery. Additionally, representa-
tives from the program will be available following the
service to answer questions about the programs of
MnTC. “This event is open to the public, and | encourage
. everyone to come. You
will be inspired by the
message of  hope
brought by the MnTC
Choir,” said Adam Pe-
Mn Adult & Teen Challenge derson, MnTC Director
of Strategic Partnerships. Since 1983, Minnesota Adult
& Teen Challenge has been restoring hope to people of
all ages struggling with drug and alcohol addiction. They
are one of the largest, most effective, and most afford-
able programs available with campuses in Minneapolis,
Brainerd, Duluth, Rochester and the newest center in
Buffalo, Minnesota. Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge
(formerly Mn Teen Challenge) offers both a long-term
faith based recovery program and a shorter-term
licensed treatment program called Life Renewal
allowing us to effectively serve individuals with a broad
spectrum of addiction issues; from those seeking
treatment for the first time, to those who have been
struggling with addiction for many years. Every Sunday,
groups of MnTC residents visit regional churches where
they share inspirational songs and personal stories of
their recovery from addiction. The choir provides a
unique learning environment and plays an integral part
in the recovery process as residents truly benefit from
giving vocal expression to the life change that they have
experienced. For additional information call Mark
Berggren at (612) 238-6185.
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| Gave Online

On May 29th, we introduced the “I GAVE ONLINE” cards
at worship. The cards can be found in the pews and are
to be used by those who give electronically by auto-
tithe, online giving or text to give. This not only allows
members an opportunity to put something in the offer-
ing plate to indicate a donation has been given, but also
serves as a visible sign to visitors that giving is taking
place.

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help
our church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring
electronic contribution today. You won’t need to write
checks and prepare envelopes every week. And even
when you can’t attend services, your electronic
contributions will arrive without delay.

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time
or recurring gift and view your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.

Simply follow these easy steps:

1. Visit the church website at:
www.mankatohilltop.com,

2. Click on the Give Now button,

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow
the onscreen instructions to create an online
profile and to schedule your contribution.

Green Bag Day!

The third Sunday of each

month we commit together

as a church to provide food

for the hungry. On July 17th

please pick up a green bag on your way out of worship -
inside you'll find a grocery list of items most needed at
the Echo Food Shelf. Fill up your bag and bring it back
the following Sunday so we can give thanks for God'’s
provision, and praise him inviting us to be the hands and
feet of Christ. In May we gave 689 pounds of food! If
you are not able to visit the grocery store but would like
to contribute, you can also put a check in the offering
plate (write Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

Art in Worship

Worship takes many

/*v..

dance, and art. From ' - \
Michelangelo's Sistene \\“ A#

forms: words, music,

Chapel to the Sisters of
Notre Dame Good
Counsel Hill chapel to K2
Hilltop United Methodist's stained glass windows,
outdoor signage, and hanging garden. All designed to
praise the Lord with our eyes. Are you an artist? A
painter, sculptor, interior decorator, graphic designer,
photographer, quilter, scrap-booker, etc., with ideas for
incorporating art into our worship? The Worship Team
invites all artists to share their ideas. All we need is your
contact information which you can give to Michelle at
office@mankatohilltop.org or by putting "Artist" (along
with your contact information) on the Connect card in
the pews and placing it in the offering plate. The
Worship Team will contact you to gather your
ideas. What a glorious way to live out the Gos-
pel...through our art!

Summer Sundays

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to fellowship at the
Lake together this Summer. On July 10" and August
14™ we’ll head out to the North Shore Park at Madison
Lake right after our 10:30 service. Bring your lake gear,
and bring your own meat to grill and a side to share, or
just bring some sandwiches for your family... Whatever
you bring just be prepared to have fun with our Hilltop
Family at the lake.

Remember, let the beauty of the Summer call you to a
deeper sense of worship this summer. Let it draw us all
into greater community together, so that we can be
encouraged and nourished so that we can and share
God’s love and grace with the world!
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Faith Night with the MoonDogs

The Mankato MoonDogs (16-10)
face the Waterloo Bucks (17-8)
on Sunday, July 31st at 6:05pm.
Don’t miss the fun and action at
Franklin Rogers Park. Tickets are

only $5.00 — you must reserve
your ticket in advance for this special church pricing.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center and give your
ticket money to John Harrington (checks should be made
payable to the Mankato Moondogs).

Hilltop Office

During the summer months, if you have questions for
Michelle you can find her in the office Monday—Friday
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. The office will not be staffed
Monday, July 4th through Monday, July 11th due to staff
vacations. If you have a pastoral emergency, please
contact Neil Westby at 507-461-4598 or Art Keith at

Shannon McCuaig is now managing our membership
database. If you have a change in contact information,
please email her at shannon@mankatohilltop.org.

Sign ups for all events can now be found on our website.
If you need a sign up created for an event, please contact
the office.

Newsletter Submissions

The deadline for the July newsletter is Monday, July 25,
2016. There is a submission form on the shelf by the
copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and
include “AUGUST NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.

Mary Martha Circle

Mary Martha will not meet during June, July, and August.
Ongoing Mary Martha Mission Projects:
Red Bird Mission—Campbell Soup Labels
SPRTC—toiletries (motel size)

Congratulations!

Michele Paegel and Tim Bednar were married June 9,
2016 in Irvine Park St. Paul, MN.

HappyBirthday!

Rick Johnson 7/3 Alan Roseberry 7/21
Sam Rausch 7/3 KarilJuni 7/21
Erin Anderson 7/4 Alison Nelson 7/22
Rolly Utzinger 7/6 Will Jesseman 7/22
Gabriella Otero 7/9 Brayden Savage 7/23
Paul Simonett 7/9 Sarah Jesseman 7/23
Clare Rivers 7/10 Austin Beaty 7/25
Dan Swanson 7/10 Ty Johnson 7/25
Karin Gavin 7/13  Gloria Hubmer 7/27
Amy Daufenbach 7/14 Marilyn Norrthamer  7/27
Ira Zierdt 7/14 Ethan McDonough 7/28
John Phelps 7/14 Craig Zimmerman 7/28
Katelyn Wilmes 7/15 Joy Rowen 7/30
Joyce Bosard 7/17  Kelly Vandermuss 7/30
Rose Adams 7/19  Kaitlyn Juni 7/31
Bob Berg 7/20 Paula Peterson 7/31
Scott Petersen 7/20
Happy Anniversary! @
Scott & Kim Johnson 7/9
Dewey & Jan Marble 7/10
Chuck & Joy Rowen 7/17
Marj & Ron Blommel 7/18
Bob & Deborah Jesseman 7/28
James & Ira Zierdt 7/30
Scott & Judy Petersen 7/30
Worship Attendance Statistics
Sundays: 2016 2015 2014
May 29 152 181 135
June 5 183 239 167

June 12 152 197 148

June 19 142 110 173

June 26 137 156 147

Average 153 176 154
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10:30a Worship

5:30p Prayer & Share

5:30p Eucharist
9:00p KTV Broadcast

12:30p KTV Broadcast

Hilltop Office closed—Staff vacation

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
12:30p KTV Broadcast 93 Seven Men
3 4 Independence Day 5 6 7 8 9
9:00a Worship 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |12-6pm BLOODMOBILE 7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice

9a Seven Men

31

w/Musical

6p Moondogs

Hilltop MAD Camp Mon.-Fri. 1:00-4:00pm -

Performance on Sunday, July 31st at 10:30am

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00a Worship 8:15p Men'’s softball [1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Hilltop v. New Creation  |5:30p Prayer & Share  |6:30p Make a Joyful Noise 12:30p KTV Broadcast  |9a Seven Men
11:30ish Lake Day at @ Caswell 3 9:00p KTV Broadcast
North Shore Park
Madison Lake
Office Closed
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00a Worship 6:30-8:30 Audition for  |1:30p Women's Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship Hilltop MAD Camp |5:30p Prayer & Share 9:00p KTV Broadcast 6:30p Comm. Meetings [12:30p KTV Broadcast |9a Seven Men
7:30p Ad Council
oo 2d25 26 27 28 29 30
HomwoM EMHM:"W 8:00a Newsletter 1:30p Women's Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
9a Worship Deadline 5:30p Prayer & Share 6:30p Make a Joyful Noise 12:30p KTV Broadcast |93 Seven Men
10:30a Worsh] 7:00p Broken and Blessed |9:00p KTV Broadcast
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Laity Session: Telling our stories, reaching
new people by Christa Meland

Minnesota United Methodists are good at healing a
broken world. Give us a missional goal, and we exceed it
like we did with Imagine No Malaria and the meals we
packed for hungry children through our “Million Meals
Marathon.” But ask us to reach new people, and we hope
someone else will do it. Even the word “evangelism”
makes many of us uncomfortable. Yet, evangelism and
reaching new people have been identified as vital
elements to the future growth of our churches, our
conference, and our denomination, conference Co-Lay
Leader Bob Kutter said at the 2016 Laity Session.

Co-Lay Leader Janet Beard pointed out that one of the
dictionary definitions of “evangelist” is “an enthusiastic
advocate.” She said she and her husband recently bought
a camper and they are enthusiastic about camping.
Kutter, meanwhile, is so enthusiastic about gardening
and providing healthy food choices that he started a
farmer’s market in his small community. Surely everyone
has something they are enthusiastic about. The challenge
is to be outwardly enthusiastic about our faith as well—
and that takes preparation and practice, Beard said.

The first step is to put words to our faith. Referencing
advice from author, Rev. Bob Farr, Kutter suggested
beginning by answering these questions: Why God? Why
church? Why this church? Other questions that can help
us put words to our faith: Where have | seen the Holy
Spirit at work in my life? How is God working in the lives
of those around me? “We may know the answers to all of
these questions in our hearts, which blesses us,” said
Kutter. “When we share the answers out loud, however,
we bless others.”

Do we believe that church is important? Do we believe
that faith provides meaningful answers to the questions
of life? Do we believe Christ calls us as disciples to “go”?
Beard asked laity. “If we believe these things, we need to
start talking about them!” she said. “And as we go to out
to tell our stories, nothing should keep us from seeing
others as God’s children. Nothing should stand in the way
of our living fully into who God has called us to be.
Nothing should hold us back from sharing the best of our
lives with those we love and then those we don’t know.
Nothing should keep us from sharing our stories of faith.”

Catch all the highlights of the 2016 Conference Session at:
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/news



