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FROM THE PASTOR

“Can We Have Some Water?”

For the past year I've been making friends with our local
Muslim refugee population, especially the boys who walk
through our property on almost a daily basis, and often
play soccer in our yard. | love that they feel comfortable
on our church property. | love that our physical presence
in their lives is simply a daily thing for them. They are
literally coming to us; how can mission get any easier than
that!?

All of my interaction so far has mostly been when I've
seen them outside and gone out to greet them and hang
out with them for a little bit. But something new and
really exciting happened recently. One day we got a knock
on the parsonage door, and when Shannon answered it
there were 3 of our Muslim neighbor boys! They asked,
“Is the owner of the church here!” To which Shannon
hollered upstairs, “Kelly!”

After explaining to them that I'm a pastor and not the
owner of the church, they then smiled and laughed a little
at the innocent mistake they made, and then they did
something so beautiful and wonderful—they asked for
some water. That’s all they wanted. They knocked on our
door for a drink of cold, refreshing water, and they
trusted that we would be able to give them some. So we
gladly sat with them for a few minutes while they drank
their ice-water, and then they continued on their way.
What blessed me so much that day is that these boys
were comfortable enough with me, familiar enough with
me, and felt welcomed enough by me to knock on our
door and ask for water.

Hilltop Church, that is the sort of thing we should long
and dream for in our own life as a church, that people
would feel welcomed, greeted, familiar, and at ease with
coming to our door and asking for water. But the water
that we have is something even greater than the ice-
water | gave to those boys. The water that we have to
give is the very water of the living Christ! This is the same

water that Jesus spoke of to the Samaritan woman at the
well when he said that “whoever drinks of the water that |
will give them will never be thirsty again” (John 4:13).

But there is one key thing we all have to understand first.
They only came and asked for water because | first had
put in a year of going out to them! | would look out my
window and when | saw them outside our house or out-
side my office window | would stop what | was doing and
go to them! And after a year of this, they then came to
me to ask for water.

Church, are you going out to those people in your lives
that don’t know Jesus? Are you willing to drop everything
you’re doing to go forth and build relationships with the
people in the world who don’t have a relationship with
God? Are you pursuing relationships with people who
aren’t Christian?

And then, are we as a church willing and able to warmly
welcome them into our lives. | could have very easily
slammed the door shut or refused to give them water. |
could have just gone half-way and given them lukewarm
water that makes you want to just spit it out. But | didn't,
| gave them exactly what they needed, and more so! Are
we as a church willing to do the same. Are we willing to
be warm and hospitable and welcoming to those who
have never stepped foot in a church ever before? The way
we do church—from our worship to our small groups,
from our daily activities to our mission efforts—do these
things say “welcome”? Those are the questions that we
need to ask, and we are indeed asking them.

So in the meantime, as | ask for your prayers for our
entire church as we discover what it means to be more
hospitable and welcoming, first remember that you have
to go out. You have to open your door, step outside, and
meet the other person. It starts with you, and by the
grace and power of the Holy Spirit | have great hope that
we all can do it—that we can truly give the water of Jesus

Christ to a very thirsty world.
Pastor Kelly
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Minutes from August Ad Council
Thursday, August 18, 2016, 7:30 pm

Present: Paulette Adams, Jeff Adams, Pastor Kelly
McCuaig, Kari Juni, Kerry Rausch, Judy Argetsinger, Herb
Fast, Stacy Vanderwerf, Bill Scherer, Aaron Daby, Don
Putzier, Beverly Cox, Michelle Behsman and Paulette
Booker.

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Adams. Jeff
opened the meeting with prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of July
28, 2016 were available for review. A motion was made
by Kerry Rausch to approve the minutes as presented.
Judy Argetsinger seconded. The motion carried.

Pastor: Pastor Kelly provided a brief overview of his
upcoming schedule. At the end of August he will be
traveling to the World Methodist conference in
Houston. At the end of September, he will be attending
the New Room Conference in Tennessee. He mentioned
that he will also be busy with nominations, the 2017
budget, and preparing for the annual church confer-
ence.

Trustees: Bill Scherer reported that the trustees would
like to move forward with landscaping around the entry-
way but that the idea of adding scripture verses to the
pavers may take more time to complete. The trustees
would like to use these honorary/memorial bricks as a
fundraiser to help cover the cost of the landscaping
project and they seek the approval of Ad Council.
Paulette Adams made a motion to approve of the
trustee’s plan to raise funds for landscaping by selling
engraved bricks to be used in the paving of the alcove.
Herb Fast seconded the motion. After further discussion
about the timing of the fundraiser, the motion was
amended by Paulette to state that the fundraiser would
begin after the first of the year (January 2017). The
motion carried as the Ad Council voted in support of the
fundraising project.

Bill also reported that the electrical work in the parson-
age was complete and next steps included insulating
and installing sheetrock in the garage and adding a stair-
way. He mentioned that the trustees did not yet
approve their 2017 budget proposal but expected to do
so via email and would forward their budget to the

finance team. Judy Argetsinger asked Bill about the west
wall and whether there were plans to fix the crumbling
concrete. Bill said that they still do not know what is
causing the moisture problem and they want to avoid
work that is primarily aesthetic. He said that there is
money set aside to repair the west wall but until they
determine the cause of the moisture they simply cannot
move forward.

Finance: Kerry Rausch reminded committee chairs to
turn in their proposed budgets by the end of August.
Kerry presented the July finance report noting a general
working fund balance of approximately $46,000. July
income was approximately $13,000 more than then July
expenses. The finance committee has looked at
reorganizing the budget in four categories: general
operating, upward (worship), inward (discipleship), and
outward (mission). The intent is to provide a cleaner
and easier to understand finance report. Kelly added
that by organizing our budget according to our mission
statement we can clearly see if we are accomplishing
our mission. Kerry also reported that finance is looking
at writing policies to determine how inactive line items
are handled in unbudgeted designated funds. Bill
Scherer made a motion to approve the finance report
and Paulette Booker seconded. The motion carried.

Discipleship: Stacy Vanderwerf reported that Hilltop will
partner with Ashley & Cody Swoboda of Lake
Crystal/Beauford to help them launch Connect Groups
in their congregations. This fall, they will host Epic of
Eden at Lake Crystal and it will be advertised in our
Connect Group brochure. She said that work would
begin on the fall brochure next week.

Mission: Aaron Daby reported that the Missions team
had been discussing their budget proposal. He also
mentioned that Echo Food Shelf was very excited about
the non-food items that were included in our donation
in July. Aaron will check with Echo before our next
Green Bag Day to see if there are some greatly needed
items and will include an updated list. Aaron also
reported that we served approximately 90 people at the
Salvation Army and we prepared 200 hotdogs.

SPRC: Kari Juni reported that SPRC has been busy with
interviews. She sadly reported that a candidate for the
campus ministry position, that was very well liked by
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both SPRC and Pastor Kelly, had declined an offer of
employment. In a follow-up meeting SPRC and Pastor
Kelly discussed restructuring this position and possibly
redefining the position as an associate pastor in order to
broaden the candidate pool. SPRC has also met several
times to gather feedback on the two worship services
that were led by Michael Olson. They also interviewed
Michael and planned to interview him again in the
coming week. A discussion followed about plans for
changing the worship music and Kelly shared that the
congregation wants to keep much tradition. He felt that
by blending new music, which are actually hymns but
sung in a new way, with a traditional style of worship,
Hilltop could have a more inclusive emphasis in worship.
Kelly stated that he and the worship team would be de-
liberate about planning and preparing the congregation
for change. SPRC expects to have a 3-month plan with
goals for how we gracefully, yet effectively, continue to
evolve in our worship. Kelly also mentioned that
through interviewing the candidate for campus ministry
he saw that it was fortuitous that Hilltop has this oppor-
tunity to hire a worship leader. He feels that a change in
the style of worship music will also help any future
campus/youth minister do their job more fruitfully.
Discussion moved back to the campus ministry position
and Kari said that SPRC wants to fill this position soon
and to ensure they have someone in place who wants to
be here and who will provide consistency with our
youth programming. Kerry Rausch mentioned that Kelly
and SPRC should not hesitate to ask for help with the
youth group. Paulette Booker added that she has faith
that the right person for the youth will come along in
God’s time.

Worship: Paulette Booker reported that the worship
team discussed that last two worship services that were
led by Michael and they met with individuals who had
concerns. She shared her personal experience with
being a member at a dying church and she did not want
to see that happen here at Hilltop. She said that trans-
formational worship reaches across generations and
was essential to welcoming a younger demographic.
There was discussion about a number of instances in
which kids were singing at the last two worship services
and shared comments by parents who were overjoyed

at seeing their kids enjoy the worship service. Paulette
said that the Worship Team’s role is to support transfor-
mational worship and stressed that compromise was
vitally important to making a change to the worship
style. She shared feedback from the musicians who
worked with Michael and they said that he had a very
gentle approach. He has high standards but he helps
them get to that level. It was also said that he helped
the musicians to be excellent.

Bev Cox commented that the volume of the music was
upsetting to her due to migraines. She said she did like
the lively music, but that it was too loud. She was also
concerned that Hilltop might lose members if the
volume stays that loud. Jeff Adams addressed the issue
of volume and he said that they did use a decibel meter
following the first service and they made adjustments.
He said that Michael is dedicated to getting the sound
right.

Kelly added that introduction of newer-sounding music
may cause some to fear that worship would become
nothing more than a show of loud music, strobe lights
and an absence of liturgy. That is not at all Kelly’s plan -
he loves scripture, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer and he promised that these elements of worship
will not go away. Kelly added that worship should
change as it has always changed through 2000 years of
church history. The world has changed - we change not
to adapt to the world, but rather we change in response
to it.

Youth: Pastor Kelly reported that he and the youth
group had been watching portions of The Lion, The
Witch, and the Wardrobe followed by study of a related
scripture passage. He said that he is having fun and the
youth have enjoyed it also.

Tech: Don Putzier said the team has reviewed their
budget and not much has changed since they received a
proposal in the spring from Sim Sound. He asked for
suggestions on the depth of their budget request. Kelly
suggested that all teams should prayerfully dream big.

Jeff closed with a devotional and prayer. Meeting
adjourned at 8:50 p.m. Next meeting is Sept. 15, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Behsman
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HiLLTOP NEWS
Worship Time Change

Beginning September 11™ our fall worship schedule
resumes. We are pleased to continue two opportunities
for worship at 8:30 am and 10:30 am. Between services
starting at 9:30 am, we invite you to attend Sunday
Adult Connect Groups, Youth Class, Kids’ Kinection, or
join us for coffee at the welcome center.

ids’ 4
necjion

day of Kids’ Kinection! Our rotational style curriculum

Kids’ Kinection

Please join us Sunday,
September 11th for rally

for preschool - 6th grade has four stations: Mario
Kart (Cooking), DS (Technology-ipads), Artari (Art),
and PS (Play & Pray). Each station compliments the
others to help God’s word become real to kids. Kids’
Kinection meets every Sunday 9:30-10:30 am. You can
register online at www.mankatohilltop.com or in
person on Sept. 11th.

Hilltop Choir

Time to re-establish our choir connections and begin
rehearsals for the fall worship services! First choir
rehearsal of the season will be held on Wednesday,
August 31st at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Interested
singers are always welcome, and we love to have new
vocalists join us! For more information, contact Paulette
Adams at pauletteredman.adams@gmail.com or 507-
345-6097.

Evening with the Pastor

Please join us here at the church on Sunday, Sept. 25th
at 6:00 pm for coffee and tea as you spend time with
Pastor Kelly hearing about the mission and vision of
Hilltop UMC. If you are new to the church, this is a
great opportunity to ask Kelly any question you want
about the ministry of this church and how to be in
ministry with us.

1 TIMOTHY.....Pray. Teach. Honor. Order
your Life. Pursue righteousness. Hope in God.

y Tweet the Bible by @officialseedbed

@bishopkencarter

Connect Groups

Have you tried a Connect Group yet? Here’s your
chance to meet new people. make new friends, and find
real answers to life’s questions...all in the process of
growing in your love of God. Most classes begin the first
week of October and will run from 4-13 weeks.
Information about individual courses will be available at
the Welcome Center soon. Find a class or two that inter-
ests you and register online at www.mankatobhilltop.org
or stop at the welcome center following worship
service. Someone will be there every Sunday in Septem-
ber to answer your questions and help you register.
Registration deadline is September 25th.

Walk to Emmaus

Meet Jesus Christ in a
new way as He s

revealed to you through ®
other believers. Emmaus is a terrific part of our
discipleship development at Hilltop. Upcoming Fall
Walks are October 27-30, 2016 for men, and
November 3-6, 2016 for women. These walks will be
held at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, MN. If you
are interested in attending a Walk, please contact Barb
Keith, Jeff Adams, Don Putzier, or Pastor Kelly for more
details. There are also more details at the Welcome
Center.

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop

Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning
‘thanksgiving,” so please join us each
Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:00
pm to give thanks to God for his love
and mercy through the broken body
and shed blood of Christ. As one body
we will experience the real and pre-
sent Spirit of Christ amongst us and in
us, and be nourished to go forth to be
faithful witnesses of God’s love and
grace in the world.
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Summer Mission Focus

The Hilltop Mission Team is asking that you consider the
Midwest Mission Distribution Center and the Backpack
Food Program as you do your back to school shopping.
The MMDC is a United Methodist disaster relief facility
located on near Springfield, lllinois. They put together
school supply bags for students and teachers, in
addition to other outreach projects. Please bring your
school supply donations to church by the last week in
September. Some of these supplies may also be
distributed to Mankato area schools.

MMDC needs:

Spiral Notebooks

Stick Pens (blue, black, red)
Unsharpened Pencils

Blunt Scissors

Filler Paper

Boxes of White Chalk
Chalkboard Erasers
Boxes of paper clips
Rubber Bands

Magic Markers

Pencil Sharpeners
Pencil Erasers
12” Rulers

24 Box of Crayons
6” Protractors

You can support the Backpack Food Program by making
a monetary donation during August or September (write
BackPack Food Program on the memo line) or you can
donate any of the food items listed below. Donations
can be brought to Hilltop by September 25, 2016 and
placed in designated box at the Welcome Center.

Maruchan Instant Lunch (2.25 oz any variety, cups only)
Kraft Easy Mac packets

Chef Boyardee Microwave Pasta Bowl or Rice Bowl
(must be meat variety i.e. Spaghetti with Meatballs or
Chicken with Rice)

Instant Oatmeal packets (fun kid varieties, other than
maple and brown sugar)

100% juice boxes (6 0z)

Apple sauce cups (4 oz, any variety i.e. Strawberry, peach)
Fruit cups in light syrup (4 oz)

Peanut Butter Snack Cracker Packs (1.38 0z)

Nabisco Teddy Grahams (.5 - 1.0 oz ind. packaged)
Granola Bars (1 oz any variety)

Pudding Cups (3.5 oz non-refrigerated, fun flavors)

Gluten Free Snacks (1 oz ind. packaged i.e. raisins,
craisins, gluten free crispy rice bars)

Green Bag Day!

The third Sunday of each

month we commit together

as a church to provide food

for the hungry. On September

18th please pick up a green bag on your way out of
worship—inside you’ll find a grocery list of items most
needed at the Echo Food Shelf. Fill up your bag and
bring it back the following Sunday so we can give thanks
for God’s provision, and praise him inviting us to be the
hands and feet of Christ. We have provided over 2000
pounds of food in the last 4 months! If you are not able
to visit the grocery store but would like to contribute,
you can also put a check in the offering plate (write
Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

What'’s Kelly Reading?

I’'m on a Charles Wesley reading spree lately. I've loved
the great hymns of the church all of my life, but sadly
we as Methodists have only skimmed the surface of one
of the Church’s greatest hymn writers, John Wesley's
brother, Charles. The Wesleys were extraordinary hymn
writers, especially Charles, writing over 6,500 hymns
(that we know of). I'm just beginning to work my way
through them, and it will take years! But along with that
I'm also reading Assist Me To Pro-
claim: The Life and Hymns of Charles
Wesley, by John R. Tyson. This is said
to be one of the best biographies of
Charles, and it beautifully weaves in
many of his hymns throughout the

biography. One thing I’'m learning is
onen this, we’ve got to sing more of his
hymns. For decades the Methodist church passed on
our faith through Wesley's hymns, and we’ve lost that.
I’'m excited and hopeful that we as a church can be the
sort of church that rediscovers these hymns and reintro-
duces them to a church and a world in a way that both
respects their amazing depth and reverence towards
God, but also in a way that is welcoming and relevant to
the world outside our walls, something that John and
Charles would have wanted us to do.
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Thank You

To my church family - Thank you to all who sent me
cards, and came to see me. Love to all of you and bless-
ingstoall. - Anita Riese

The Mission Team would like to thank those who
donated food and/or helped serve at the Salvation Army
on August 14th. More than 90 guests were served. The
also thank you for your donations to the Green Bag Day
effort. Keep up the good work for God’s Kingdom!

Rally Sunday Picnic

Church
Pngnm

After the 10:30 am
worship on Sunday,
September 11th we
will gather together

for a picnic to cele-
brate the start of the
Bring

= school year.
your favorite dish to
share! We will grill
hamburgers and hotdogs. There will be games for the
kids and you can bring your own lawn games, like bean

bag toss, ladder golf., etc.

f‘;,g ‘g‘ Mary Martha Circle
&~ Date: September 14th
Kﬂ‘ f*ff‘ )
ﬁ& g Time: 1:30 pm
Eﬁ/ Hostess: Judy Argetsinger
E., Devotions: JoAnn Hutchinson

Project: School Supplies

Worship Attendance Statistics

Sundays: 2016 2015 2014
July 31 137 202 156
August 7 200 167 154
August 14 135 156 92
August 21 158 167 111
Average 157 173 156

HappyBirthday!

Amie Reed 9/1  Jim Mehrman

Lois Meschke 9/1  Aaron Wall

Alexis Galinat 9/3  Brennen Andersen
Dan Flowers 9/3 Randy Born

Joe Daufenbach 9/4  Howard Friesen
Todd Andersen 9/4  Mariah Brown
Jean Jackson 9/6 Carlee Emery
Marlys Johnson 9/6  Arlene Hewett
Joe Marrs 9/7  Kevin Schroeder
Robert Anderson 9/7 Makenna Andrews
Christian Brown 9/8  Mackenzie Weber
Lorraine Currie 9/9  Arlene Larson

Stef Morgan 9/9  Richard Turtle
Jackie Dittrich 9/12  Aaron Adams
Shannon Andersen  9/13  Phyllis Roseberry
Kim Johnson 9/14  Eleanor McDonough
Zander Morgan 9/14  Judy Harrington
Catherine Bittner 9/15 Kenyon Brown
Sam Daufenbach 9/15 Madeline Beaty
Charles Burns 9/16  Jack Prosser
Happy Anniversary! @
Tony & Tara Wagner

Paul & Deb Young

Eric & Cori Mundt

Brandon & Tara Swalve

Bill & Terri Goebel

Don & Darlene Meyer

Neil & Debby Westby

Todd & Shannon Andersen

Kevin & Jeanette Phillips

Cheryl & Ed Emery

Chris & Holly Aasen

9/16
9/17
9/17
9/17
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/27
9/29
9/29
9/29
9/29
9/30

9/3

9/8
9/13
9/15
9/19
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/25
9/27
9/28
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |9a-12p Organist Practice
12:30p KTV Broadcast
4 5 Labor Day 6 7 8 9 10
9:00a Worship 1:30p Women’s Bible Study |5:30p Eucharist 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers |1-4p Organist Practice
10:30a Worship 5:30p Prayer & Share  |6:30p Youth Group 12:30p KTV Broadcast
6:30p Make a Joyful Noise
9:00p KTV Broadcast
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30a Worship 1:30p Women'’s Bible Study |1:30p Mary Martha Circle 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  [8a-2p Multiple Blessings
9:30a Kids Kinection 5:30p Prayer & Share ~ |5:30p Eucharist 6:30p Comm. Meetings |12:30p KTV Broadcast Garage Sale
10:30a Worship 6:30p Youth Group 7:30p Ad Council 4-7:30p Set up Multiple |1-4p Organist Practice
11:30a Rally Sunday 9:00p KTV Broadcast Blessings Garage Sale
Picnic
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30a Worship 8:00a Newsletter 1:30p Women's Bible Study |3:00p STRIDE 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice
9:30a Kids Kinection Deadline 5:30p Prayer&Share  |5:30p Eucharist 12:30p KTV Broadcast
10:30a Worship 3:00p STRIDE 6:30p Youth Group
R@ 9:00p KTV Broadcast
25 Bible Sunday (7g 27 28 29 30
8:30a Worship . . . ) Lo
9:30a Kids Kinection 3:00p STRIDE 1:30p Women's Bible Study |3:00p STRIDE 12:00p Bulletin Deadline |7a Men’s Morning Risers
10:302 Worship 5:30p Prayer&Share  [5:30p Eucharist 12:30p KTV Broadcast
6:00pm Evening with 6:30p Connect Group-  |6:30p Youth Group
the Pastor Epic of Eden 9:00p KTV Broadcast
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Love Offering to Help Local Refugees
Secure Housing by Christa Meland

Minnesota will welcome roughly 2,500 refugees in
2016—about 450 of whom will receive assistance from
Refugee Services, a program of the Minnesota Council of
Churches, which the Minnesota Conference is part
of. The ministry provides support to refugees through
case management, immigration, employment, and educa-
tion. Refugees receive assistance for everything from
finding housing and accessing public benefits to finding
jobs and registering kids for school.

Refugee Services recently got a huge boost in the form of
a $31,000 check from the Minnesota Conference’s 2016
Love Offering for missions. The Love Offering is collected
annually within Minnesota United Methodist churches
and delivered to annual conference session, although
additional donations come in throughout the remainder
of each calendar year. Forty percent of this year’s Love
Offering, which has surpassed $90,000, was designated

to Refugee Services. “This amazing gift blew us away,”
said Walen. The money will be used to start a housing
fund to supplement current sources used to help refugees
find a place to live.

Walen said that the majority of refugees coming to
Minnesota have been at a refugee camp for decades.
Although the U.S. refugee resettlement program has been
a mainstay within the country for years, anti-immigration
rhetoric in recent years has fueled some controversy.

“Despite claims of people who say refugees are a risk to
the community, people coming here have gone through
years of vetting,” said Walen. “Refugees are the most
vetted group of immigrants there are.” For all the negativ-
ity surrounding refugees, there’s also been an outpouring
of support from churches and individuals who want
refugees to know they are welcome here, Walen said.

To read the whole article and learn how you can help,
visit:  http://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/love-
offering-to-help-local-refugees-secure-housing-5663678


http://www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering

