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FROM THE PASTOR
What If....?

| remember very clearly the thought | had when we first
moved to Mankato last Summer. It was one simple
thought: “What if | fail?” Looking back on that thought
now I'm beginning to realize just how often | ask “What
if...?"” And there’s one thing that’s consistent almost every
time | ask it; | ask it in fear.

Why is that? Why is it when we look to the future, when
we look into the unknown, when we think about all the
possibilities that await us, we so often do so with trepida-
tion? For me it’s simply because | lack faith. | lack the faith
to believe that God is really going to do what he says he’s
going to do. But what if God wants more for us than that
sort of life. What if it is exactly God’s intention to do for
us and for the world what he promises to do. And most
importantly, what would our lives look like as individuals
and as a church if we started acting like we actually
believed it!

Hilltop UMC, God has promised us that he will work in,
for, and through us to do things that we could never even
imagine, and he wants us to live, believe, and act like he
can indeed do such things. As we begin to look to God for
what he has in store for us in 2017, let us begin by
humbling ourselves before him and praying for God to
indeed do what he has promised to do. Let us begin by
seeking God first and foremost in our lives. Let us begin
by believing that God can and will do something extraor-
dinary through us. And let us begin by having faith that
God will indeed do exactly what he promises to do!

In the coming month you’ll each be given the opportunity
to do just that: dream big dreams, imagine impossible
things, and have faith that God will be able to take us on a
journey out of fear, but to a faith that confirms in our
hearts that everything is indeed possible with God. So
stay tuned, and begin to expect the impossible in your life
and in the life of this church...
than any of us can ask or imagine! (Eph 3:20)

for God can do far more

Pastor Kelly

What'’s Kelly Reading?

| just finished Revival Rising by Mark
Nysewander. It was a powerful re-
minder that the history of the church is
a history of revival—God pouring out
his Holy Spirit on his people in strong
and mighty waves, and propelling the

mission of God forward into new

nations and generations. But most
importantly it got me wanting revival in my own life, in
our own church, and in our own land. God is doing a
mighty thing in the people called Methodists, and | don’t
want to miss it. Get this book, prayerfully read it, and

then join me in prayer that God would awaken us all!

Keep Recognizing Jesus

.Peter ..wal ked on the wat
saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid...
—Matthew 14:29-30

The wind really was boisterous and the waves really were
high, but Peter didn’t see them at first. He didn’t consider
them at all; he simply recognized his Lord, stepped out in
recognition of Him, and “walked on the water.” Then he
began to take those things around him into account, and
instantly, down he went. Why couldn’t our Lord have
enabled him to walk at the bottom of the waves, as well as
on top of them? He could have, yet neither could be done
without Peter’s continuing recognition of the Lord Jesus.

We step right out with recognition of God in some things,
then self-consideration enters our lives and down we go.
If you are truly recognizing your Lord, you have no
business being concerned about how and where He
engineers your circumstances. The things surrounding you
are real, but when you look at them you are immediately
overwhelmed, and even unable to recognize Jesus. Then
comes His rebuke, “..why did you doubt?” (Matthew

14:31).

https://utmost.org/keep-recognizing-jesus/

er



HILLTOP ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

Minutes from September Ad Council

Thursday, September 15, 2016, 7:30 pm

Present: Paulette Adams, Pastor Kelly McCuaig, Herb
Fast, Karen Frydendall, Kerry Rausch, Judy Argetsinger,
Paulette Booker, Bob Berg, Don Putzier, Michelle
Behsman, Stacy Vanderwerf, and Holly Aasen.

The meeting was called to order by Paulette Adams.
Paulette opened the meeting with prayer.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting on
August 18, 2016 were available for review. A motion
was made by Kerry Rausch to approve the minutes as
presented. Judy Argetsinger seconded. The motion
carried.

Pastor: Pastor Kelly praised the Ad Council for their
support and leadership in transitioning to a new way to
worship. He said that the worship team will continue to
listen to concerns and make changes.

Kelly went on to share about his experience at the
World Methodist Council. First he gave some back-
ground on this Council, which has been meeting for the
past 100 years and involved 250 delegates from 82
Wesleyan denominations which represent 82 million
Methodists. Kelly will serve on the Evangelism team for
the next 5 years casting vision for world evangelism.

Kelly shared some notes on a session he attended that
focused on discipleship/small group ministry. Small
groups were the cornerstone of the Methodist move-
ment as Wesley saw them as a way to reform the nation
and in particular the church. These groups became a
source for identifying societal problems and also a seed-
bed for evangelism. Wesley saw the grand stumbling
block to the spreading of the gospel was the lives of
Christians—he witnessed a crisis of solitary Christianity.
He noted that one of the reasons that faith was not
being shared with others was because Christians were
not sharing their faith with each other inside the church.

While Hilltop has been actively promoting small groups
with the introduction of Connect Groups a couple of
years ago, there are two small groups being launched
this Fall that are in the spirit of those early Wesleyan
small groups. Stacy launched a trial of The Class Meeting
this summer in which participants are asked one basic
question each week, “How have you seen God move in
your life this past week?” The goal is to add two more

Class Meetings in the spring and by next fall have all
members in a Class Meeting. Kelly also noted that the
decline of the Methodist church in the mid 1800’s
coincides with the removal of the requirement to be in a
class meeting.

Pastor Kelly will be traveling to the New Room Confer-
ence the third week of September. Last year he was the
only clergy from MN but this year he is joined by ten
other clergy from our district.

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that a group of about ten
people would be working on the parsonage garage on
September 17th, bringing it up to code. He and Bill were
prepping for the work day including adding insulation
on the west wall of the garage. The boiler has been
installed and is awaiting permanent electrical hook up.

Michelle Behsman presented to the trustees three bids
for a new copier to be shared with the district. The
trustees authorized Kelly and Michelle to purchase the
copier that best suited their needs.

Bob also reported that there was a leak in the roof
above the Fellowship Hall near the south hallway by the
office. Eric planned to look at the roof on Saturday to
see if the leak could be patched. Dan Held did look over
the roof and estimated the cost at $24-25,000, and he
stated that the flat roof over the Narthex needed
immediate attention. The trustees are expecting a bid
on the roof from Schwickert’s.

Finance: Kerry Rausch reported that expenses for
August were $24,111.19, revenue was $28,122.28, and
the general fund working balance was $42,346.48.

Budgets have been received from the worship, trustees,
and technology teams. Any other team’s budgets should
be submitted immediately to allow for the finance
committee to review and suggest any changes that may
need to be made. The final draft budget must be voted
on by Ad Council at the October meeting so that it can
be brought to the Charge Conference which is Novem-
ber 6th.

The finance committee presented a policy for handling
inactive designated funds which allows staff to
reallocate funds which have not been used in two years.
Eliminated fund categories can be re-established if and
when the need arises. After review by Ad Council a
motion was made by Bob Berg to approve the policy
with a second by Paulette Booker. The motion carried.
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Kerry met with Pastor Kelly, Michelle, and Shannon to
reclassify the budget into categories which reflect
Hilltop’s mission of Inward, Upward, and Outward, and
also general operating expenses. The goal is to simplify
the budget and provide a quick overview of how we are
allocating our resources. The finance committee
reviewed this reclassification tonight.

Stacy Vanderwerf made a motion to approve the
finance report and Paulette Booker seconded. The
motion carried.

Discipleship: Stacy Vanderwerf reported that registra-
tion for Connect Groups opened on Sept. 11" and closes
on Sept. 25™. She provided more information about
Class Meeting and encouraged all to sign up for this new
offering. After participating in Class Meeting this
summer she shared that she personally found this to be
a life-changing group in which she finally found a place
where she could openly share her heart with God on a
weekly basis.

SPRC: Pastor Kelly reported that SPRC was meeting a lot
discussing the campus/youth minister position and the
use of the increase fund for staffing. He said that Dan
Rivers has agreed to serve as interim youth director and
Shanna Blomquist will assist.

Kids Connection: There was no report but Bob Berg
mentioned that on Sunday the west classroom was
busting at the seams and he sees the need to plan for
growth. Kelly said that in three years Hilltop should plan
for a capital campaign. It was also mentioned that due
to increased Kids Connection attendance that the
opening was now being held in the Fellowship Hall. Bob
asked if there was a need for an additional projection
screen due to both of these rooms being used for Kids
Connection and he stated that the trustees had funds
and would purchase an additional screen.

Worship: Paulette Booker reported that the team did
not meet but that they had begun to discuss plans for
the Harvest Home dinner, Advent, and Christmas. Karen
Frydendall had concerns about worship and mentioned
that she found it difficult to follow along with the hymns
when they are sung in a different tune and she couldn’t
follow along in the hymnal. Karen asked that the older
generation not be forgotten. Stacy shared that there
was talk initially of having a contemporary and a tradi-
tional worship service, but that both Kelly and Michael

did not want to separate the congregation by genera-
tion as they valued the older generation. Kelly
expressed his appreciation for Karen’s comments about
worship and encouraged her to continue talking to the
worship team. Kelly said that it was the goal of the
worship team to have familiar music for everyone at
each worship service. Paulette Adams added that Hilltop
has a very music literate congregation and that many
members like to read music as they sing. Don
mentioned that there are forty musical numbers that
Michael is gradually introducing to the congregation and
that soon these would become familiar. Kelly added
that one parent shared with him that their daughter
looked up a worship song on Youtube after hearing in
worship so she could listen to it again. He also noted
that there were college kids in worship and that this
new way of worshipping fits with our calling to reach
students on campus.

Parish Nurse: Judy Argetsinger reported that the Red
Cross would be here on Thursday, Oct. 6™ for a blood
drive and that participants could sign up online and also
speed up the registration process by reading informa-
tion sheets online by using the RapidPass on the Red
Cross website.

Pastoral Care: Michelle Behsman mentioned that there
was a signup created on Take Them a Meal to provide a
couple of meals each week for JoAnn Hutchinson as she
is recovering from surgery and her mobility is limited.

Technology: Don reported that the Sim Sound upgrade
would begin on Monday. He mentioned that camera 2
had malfunctioned and they would take a look at it. He
said that Michael would like to purchase ear monitors
for the singers, the cost would be $1,300.

New Business: There was discussion about the prayer
chain and whether there was an opportunity for people
to be added to this list. There was also concern that
some individuals did not have email but would like to be
on the list. Kelly said that there was discussion of using a
text program to send out prayer requests as many do
not check their email regularly.

Paulette closed with prayer and the meeting was
adjourned at 9:20 p.m. Next meeting is Oct. 20, 2016.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Behsman



HILLTOP NEWS

Evening with the Pastor

Please join us here at the church on Sunday, Oct. 23rd
at 6:00 pm for coffee and tea as you spend time with
Pastor Kelly hearing about the mission and vision of
Hilltop UMC. If you are new to the church, this is a great
opportunity to ask Kelly any question you want about
the ministry of this church and how to be in ministry
with us.

Green Bag Day!

The third Sunday of each month we commit together as
a church to provide food for the hungry. On October
16th please pick up a green bag on your way out of
worship—inside you’ll find a grocery list of items most
needed at the Echo Food Shelf. Fill up your bag and
bring it back the following Sunday so we can give thanks
for God’s provision, and praise him inviting us to be the
hands and feet of Christ. We have provided over 2000
pounds of food in the last 4 months! If you are not able
to visit the grocery store but would like to contribute,
you can also put a check in the offering plate (write
Echo Food Shelf on the memo line).

Walk to Emmaus

Meet Jesus Christ in a
new way as He is re-

vealed to you through ®
other believers. Emmaus is a terrific part of our disciple-
ship development at Hilltop. Upcoming Fall Walks are
October 27-30, 2016 for men, and November 3-6, 2016
for women. These walks will be held at Koronis
Ministries near Paynesville, MN. If you are interested in
attending a Walk, please contact Barb Keith, Jeff Adams,
Don Putzier, or Pastor Kelly for more details. There are
also more details at the Welcome Center.

£ Mary Martha Circle
# Date: October 12th
**l’f“ Time: 1:30 pm

}‘\% Hostess: Judy Argetsinger

Devotions: Terry Berg
Project: Samaritans Purse

®
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%
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Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop

Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning
‘thanksgiving,” so please join us each
Wednesday evening from 5:30-6:00
pm to give thanks to God for his love
and mercy through the broken body
and shed blood of Christ. As one body
we will experience the real and pre-
sent Spirit of Christ amongst us and in
us, and be nourished to go forth to be
faithful witnesses of God’s love and
grace in the world.

Confirmation Parent Meeting

All parents/guardians of current 5th graders and older
who have not yet been through confirmation are invited
to join us on Sunday, October 9th at 5:00 pm. This will
be an informational meeting where you will learn more
about the confirmation process at Hilltop UMC, as well
as receive a schedule for those wanting to participate in
confirmation.

Piano Recital

All members of Hilltop are cordially
invited to a Piano Recital featuring Jo
Breckenridge on Sunday, October 16 at
2:00 pm here at Hilltop. She will be
performing a Chopin recital of waltzes,
nocturnes, etudes, and a polonaise.

Prayer of St. Columbia, 521-597

Alone with none but you, my God, | journey on my way.
What need | fear, when you are near O king of night and
day? More safe am | within your hand than if a host did
round me stand. Amen.

Tweet the Bible by @officialseedbed

RUTH.....Participation in God’s kingdom is

y decided not by blood/birth but by conformity
of one’s life to the will of God through faith.
@katieheckel



HILLTOP NEWS
Christmas Festival 2016

The Christmas Festival will be held Saturday, December
3rd from 9 am - 12pm. We will be selling peanut brittle,
crafts, cookies, candies, baked goods, breakfast, and
more. There will also be a Kids Corner with face painting
and make & take ornaments. Half of the proceeds will
benefit the BackPack Food Program.

There will be information in the Narthex regarding the
Festival: Sign up for making cookies, sign up to help
make peanut brittle; ideas for making baskets for silent
auction; price list guidelines for your crafts and baked
goods later this month. Donations can be placed in the
offering plate; please write Christmas Festival in the
Memo Portion of your check. Drop off times for baked
goods, crafts, cookies, etc. will be Friday Dec. 2nd from
8am -8 pm.

Anyone interested in being a part of the Christmas
Festival should come to the planning meeting on
Tuesday, October 4th, at 6:00 p.m. at the church. If you
have any questions or want to volunteer for a task,
please feel free to contact Terry Berg at 625-1865 or
bergtb1356@yahoo.com or Kendra Daby at 507-382-
5202 or kensdaby@gmail.com

Operation Christmas
Child

Collection Week for Operation
Christmas Child will be November
14th — November 21st. There will be opportunities to
pack boxes and to volunteer to staff the Collection
Center. Watch for more information and sign-up sheets
later in October. If you want to start shopping for those
special gifts now, suggestions include small toys, school
supplies, non-liquid hygiene items, accessories, a
personal note and a photo. Include at least one really
great toy, or “wow” item, like a soccer ball or doll and
build your shoebox from there. You can find a list of
suggestions on the Samaritan’s Purse website at
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ. If you have questions
regarding Operation Christmas Child, contact Paulette
Adams at pauletteredman.adams@gmail.com.

Peanut Brittle Connection

Every fall for the past 38 years Hilltop members have
met at our church to make peanut brittle. We are
always looking for new faces to join in the fun - 14
people are needed each session. We will be selling the
peanut brittle at the Christmas Festival on December 3,
2016.

There will be six sessions, four afternoon and two eve-
ning. The dates this year are:

Tuesday, Oct. 25th at 12:30 pm
Friday, Oct. 28th at 12:30 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 1st at 5:30 pm
Thursday, Nov. 3rd at 12:30 pm
Monday, Nov. 7th at 12:30 pm
Thursday, Nov. 10th at 5:30 pm

Please sign up at the welcome center. For more
information call Deb Oachs 381-3802, Patti Cole 345-
5855, or Sandy Cooper 382-1185.

Bloodmobile at Hilltop

. Jesus gave His blood for us.

American _ . :
Red Cross Will you give one pint of
blood to help your

. 5 .

Together, we can save a life neighbor? The American
Red Cross Bloodmobile will
be at Hilltop UMC on Thursday, October 6th from
12:00pm - 6:00pm. If you are not able to donate blood,
please consider helping with set-up, take-down,
Registration or Canteen (sign up at the Welcome
Center). Any questions may be directed to Judy

Argetsinger 507-382-1065.
Prayer Shawl Group

Mondays at 1:00 pm beginning Oct. 3rd, there will be a
group meeting in the Fireside Room to knit and
crochet prayer shawls. No experience required — all
are welcome! Contact Terry Berg at 625-1865 if you
have questions.


mailto:bergtb1356@yahoo.com
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Update on Sunday Worship
(and CALLING ALL MUSICIANS!)

HappyBirthday!

Kevin Phillips 10/01 Chris Aasen 10/17
On behalf of the Worship Committee, SPRC, and the Laurie Drake 10/02  Linda Flowers 10/19
Administrative Council, | want to thank everyone for Brooke Hartman 10/03 Celia Pratt 10/20
their patience, encouragement, constructive feedback, Zada Utzinger 10/03 Deb Findley 10/20
and prayers as we’ve ventured into a fresh expression of Dianne Daby 10/04 Haley Goebel 10/20
Sunday worship here at Hilltop. We’ve seen much fruit Shaelyn Wilmes 10/05 Bob Kraywinkel 10/22
from the past month of worship, and we’re excited Mark Oachs 10/06 Terri Goebel 10/22
about what the future holds. Remember that we still Scott Foss 10/06 August McCuaig 10/24
want to hear from our musicians in the church, so if Alexa Swindell 10/07 Norma Preston 10/24
you’re feeling called to participate in the music ministry Bob Jesseman 10/07 Wendy Allen 10/24
of the church please contact Michael Olson Shane Sellner 10/07 Carissa Lick 10/25
(m@michaeljamesolson.com). Also, please continue to Kari Weber 10/08 Kody Wall 10/25
keep us all in your prayers as we continue to explore and Linda O'Malley 10/08 Terry Berg 10/25
experiment with what this fresh expression of worship Sandra Kiewatt 10/08 Alec Scherer 10/26
looks like for us. Throughout history the Church has seen Jim Reed 10/09 Angie Marble 10/26
shifts and changes in the way the body of Christ Sandy Cooper 10/09 Teri Clark 10/26
worships, and we’re finding ourselves in one of those Susan Larson 10/09 Levi Vanderwerf 10/27
waves of change today along with many other churches Louis Allen 10/10 Emily Lee 10/28
around the nation and world. For almost 150 years Paulette Adams 10/10 Michelle Harmon 10/28
Hilltop church has followed the Spirit’s guidance in Karen Young 10/12 Deb Young 10/29
evolving to be a more powerful witness of God’s love John Beaty 10/14 Bob Nelson 10/30
and grace to the world, and with the work that God is De Born 10/16
doing through us today we’re confident that we will be
able to see 150+ more years of fruitful ministry ahead of Happy Anniversary! V‘PA\Q
us. - Pastor Kelly Norm & Darlene Gullickson t/\/ 10/01
G2 2NAKAL) GKS [2NR AYy (KSBrgel®iogylBng NJ 2F | A& K2t Ay®AAT
GNBYOtS 0ST2NE IPdaMhBe:9l f f RisK&Lindd FloM@rsK & ¢ 10/02
De & Randy Born 10/03
Worship Attendance Statistics JJ & Stef Morgan 10/05
Karla & Matt Lassonde 10/07
Sundays: 2016 2015 2014 Bryan & Kari Pratt 10/08
August 28 153 134 119 Chris & Carina Eckert 10/09
Sept. 4 200 195 236 Pam & Marty Saigh 10/09
Bob & Alison Nelson 10/17
Sept. 11 224 222 212 Ramsey & Jennifer Turner 10/23
Sept. 18 186 197 199 Rick & Mary Gaskins 10/23
Chris & Sarah Schroeder 10/24
Sept. 25 191 192 180 Bill & Wanda Alleven 10/29
Average 190 () 189 Kari & Kevin Weber 10/29
Jim & Barb Reed 10/30




October Calendar at T_m__.—..OU Details for calendar events can be found at http://mankatohilltop.org/calendar/

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 | 5 6 7 1
8:30a Worship 1.00p Praver Shawl  |o'0a MeMsBbieStudy 1,405 sring 5:45p Girls on the Run | 7a Men’s Morning Risers 1-4p Organist
9:30a Kids Connection |. :30p Women s Bible study| : . : 12:30p KTV Broad Practice

) . 3:00p STRIDE 5:30p Prayer & Share 5:30p Eucharist 6:30p Class Meeting -20p roadcast
9:30a This s\m. Believe! 6:30p Class Meeting ~ |5:45p Girls on the Run 6:30p Youth Group 6:30p Seven Women 1-4p Organist
10:30a Worship 6:30p Staying in Love wmwou mn_n oﬁ mmms s 6:30p Hope for the Weary Mom Practice

00p Epic of Eden-lsaia 9:00p KTV Broadcast 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:30a Worship 1:00p Prayer Shawl 6:45a Men’s wa_m.me% 1:30p Mary Martha Circle 5:45p Girlsonthe Run  |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice
9:30a Kids Connection |3:00p STRIDE 1:30p Women’s Bible Study 3:00p STRIDE 6:30p Class Meeting 12:30p KTV Broadcast
9:30a This We Believe! mwo_o Class _/\_mmﬂjm MMMU Mﬂm_<m_. & Mrﬂ.m mwo_o Eucharist mwOU Seven Women
10:30a Worship 6:300 Staving in L #4op Girls on the Run - 16:30p Youth Group
5:00p Confirmation =>UpStayiNg INLOVE 16:30p Epic of Eden 6:30p Hope for the Weary Mom
Parents Mtg. 7:00p Epic of Eden-Isaiah  {9:00p KTV Broadcast
16 [ 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30a Worship i 8:00a Newsletter Deadline - |6:45a Men'’s _we_m.mE% 3:00p STRIDE 5:45p Girlson the Run  |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice
9:30a Kids Connection W”%v M.ﬂ.ﬂ,ﬂmm:ms\_ 1:30p Women’s Bible Study 5:30p Eucharist 6:30p Class Meeting 12:30p KTV Broadcast
9:30a This We Believe! m”wow Class Meeting wuwmc Mwmﬂ:@%wﬂm: 6:30p Youth Group 6:30p Seven Women
10:30a Worship 6:30p Staving in L ” P . 6:30p Hope for the Weary Mom |6:30p Comm. Meetings
2:00p Piano Recital :30p StayinginLove  |6:30p Epic of Eden ]
-oup 7:00p Epic of Eden-Isaiah 9:00p KTV Broadcast 7:30p Ad Council
s ot 24 25 26 27 28 29
” @ .%a P . |1:00p Prayer Shawl 6:45a Men'’s Bible Study 3:00p STRIDE 5:45p Girlsonthe Run  |7a Men’s Morning Risers  |1-4p Organist Practice

9:30a Kids Connection | 1:30p Women’s Bible Study| ... . 6:300 Class Meeti 12:30p KTV Broadcast
9:30a This We Believe! |3:00p STRIDE 5:30p Prayer & Share 5:30p Eucharist :30p Class Meeting 2Up
10:30a Worship 6:30p Class Meeting m”hmu Girls on the Run 6:30p Youth Group 6:30p Seven Women
6:00pm Evening with |6:30p Stayinginlove | 350 £oic of Eden Mwwu _.__%@m_waﬁ N“dm Weary Mom

the Pastor 7:00p Epic of Eden-Isaiah  [>""P roadcast

30

8:30a Worship

9:30a Kids Connection
9:30a This We Believe!
10:30a Worship

31

1:00p Prayer Shawl
3:00p STRIDE

Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. God picks you from the patch,

brings you in and washes all the dirt off of you. Next, He cuts off the top

and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of doubt, hate,

and greed. Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of

you to shine for all the world to see.
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MINNESOTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Turning to God amid recent violence
Bishop Bruce R. Ough

The past several days my morning prayers return to the
same despairing and desperate lament: It's too much!
Violence upon violence has overrun grace upon grace. |
can’t deal with all the terror and violence. How much
longer, O God. It’s just too much! My heart echoes the
psalmist’s cry: “O God, do not keep silence; do not hold
your peace or be still, O God!” (Psalm 83:1)

The last few days have been overwhelming, nearly
incomprehensible. The terrorist attacks in St. Cloud and
New York/New Jersey; the police shootings of African-
American men in Tulsa and Charlotte; the relentless,
numbing homicides in Chicago (and increasingly Minnea-
polis) city streets boiling over with angry protesters and
rioters—all add to the narrative of death and fear
reported daily throughout our nation. It is too much!

God in the midst of the violent chaos. And God’s saving,
reconciling narrative remains unwavering in the midst of

hopelessness and despair.

So, | urge you to turn to God in prayer. Pray for all those
who suffer as a result of violent and terror-inducing acts.
Pray that God will comfort families and friends of the
victims. Pray for the first responders and those, including
the police, who work to protect public safety. Pray for all
those feeling vulnerable, isolated, insecure, and fearful.
Pray for peace.

So, | urge you to engage in the difficult but necessary and
urgent public debate about gun control and the growing
prominence of violence in our culture. Engage in the
debate about policing our communities. Acknowledge the
persistent, debilitating, institutionalized reality of racism
and racial/religious violence and injustice. Racial/religious
justice is ultimately about the restoration of right,
respectful, and equitable relationships. Seek and build
restorative relationships. Become a peacemaker.

http://www.minnesotaumc.org/blogdetail/turning-to-god
-amid-recent-violence-6106039



