
From The Pastor 
Dump Your Cup: 

Faith in action during the season of Lent 

   There was a mom who was busy putting groceries away 

after going to the store. Her child came up to her and 

started tugging at her pants, saying, “Milk! Milk!” The 

mom looks down to see her child holding up a cup.  So the 

Mom puts down the groceries, opens the fridge, pulls out 

the milk, pours it into the cup, and then quickly gets back 

to unloading the groceries again. As she is working she 

hears her child spit the milk all over the kitchen floor. She 

looks at her daughter and sees her standing there with 

liquid on the floor all around her and a completely        

disgusted look on her face. About to get angry she walks 

over to the daughter, but then she notices the color of 

the liquid on the ground… it’s not white like milk should 

be. It’s a milky orange color. She picks up the cup from 

the child’s hand, smells the cup, and she immediately  

realizes her mistake. She had poured perfectly good and 

fresh milk into a cup that was already half-full of orange 

juice. She should have dumped the cup before adding the 

milk. The juice spoiled the perfectly good milk—the milk 

was totally ruined. 

   Throughout the centuries Christians around the world 

have used the season of Lent (the weeks leading up to 

Easter Sunday) as a time of reflecting on the fallen human 

condition, and praying for God’s guidance and the Holy 

Spirit’s power to lead self-sacrificial lives like Christ. So 

many of us try so hard to grow closer to God during Lent, 

only to fail just days after Lent begins. I think this happens 

because we have our priorities switched. We try so hard 

to fill ourselves up, but we ignore all the dumping that 

needs to happen first. Just like the mom who didn’t dump 

out the orange juice, if we don’t allow the Holy Spirit to 

clean us from all of the sour stuff in our lives, then the 

fresh milk, the very love of Christ, can not ever fully      

satisfy us because it will always be tainted—always be 

spoiled—by the fallen, sinful lives that we cling to so 

closely. 

   So during this season of Lent we are going to humble 

ourselves as an entire church. We are going to humble 

ourselves before God and say, “Turn us over and dump us 

out! Dump us, so that you can then fill us with your Holy 

Love!” We’re going to be dumped out and filled up 

through daily scripture reading and prayer. We’re going to 

be dumped out and filled up through the weekly fasting, 

and sharing of the bread and cup of Holy Communion.  

We’re going to be dumped out and filled up by answering 

God’s call to worship him each Sunday as we sing praises 

boldly before the throne, and hear his word read and  

proclaimed. And finally we are going to be dumped and 

filled up by walking along with Christ during that most 

Holy of weeks, the seven days leading up to Easter       

Sunday. For more information turn to page 4. 

   The Spirit of God wants to dump you out first, and then 

fill you up. Will you let him? Will you let God cleanse you, 

so that you may be made holy as he is holy? Join us in this 

journey as God dumps our cups in order to fill them up! 

Kelly 

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop 

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning ‘thanksgiving,’ so 

please join us each Wednesday to give thanks to God for 

his love and mercy through the broken body and shed 

blood of Christ. As one body we will experience the real 

and present Spirit of Christ amongst us and in us, and be 

nourished to go forth to be faithful witnesses of God’s 

love and grace in the world. We have been gathering from 

12:10-12:30pm each Wednesday, but during the season 

of Lent we will move the Eucharist Service to the evening, 

meeting from 5:30-6:00 pm. This will begin on February 

17th and continue through Holy Week with our last     

evening Eucharist on Wednesday, March 23rd. 

February 2016  
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Hilltop Administrative Council 
Minutes from January Ad Council  
Thursday, January 14, 2016, 7:30 pm    

Present:  Pastor Kelly McCuaig, Jeff Adams, Paulette 

Booker, Bob Berg, Herb Fast, Aaron Daby, John Phelps, 

Kerry Rausch, EJ Lee, Kari Juni, Don Putzier, Dan Rivers, 

Holly Aasen, Michelle Behsman. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jeff  

Adams. Jeff opened the meeting with prayer. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of   

December 17, 2015, were available for review. A motion 

was made by Paulette Booker to approve the minutes as       

presented. Bob Berg seconded. The motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kelly shared with council that 

Hilltop began the year with an average of 182 in       

worship and closed 2015 with that average at 191. 

Pastor Kelly is planning for council members to attend 

the Southern Prairie District Day, to be held in Windom     

Saturday, February 27th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., as a   

leadership retreat. He is also encouraging all Hilltop 

members to attend.  

Pastor Kelly will be at Asbury Theological Seminary next 

week for a class, departing January 19th and returning 

on the 27th. He has lined up a pastor to be on call     

during this time in case of an emergency. He also noted 

that there will now be child care available on Ad Council 

meeting nights. 

Pastor Kelly then began a visioning exercise by asking 

council members, “What are we known for?” and the 

answers were written down and collected. Kelly shared 

a powerpoint presentation that explained a culture shift 

towards simplicity, using several examples of successful 

businesses like Apple, Google, Southwest Airlines, Papa 

John’s Pizza, and Real Simple magazine. Churches have 

also caught on to the simple revolution and a recent 

study of 400 churches by Rainer & Geiger found a very 

high statistical correlation between the simplicity of a 

church and it’s vibrancy. Churches with a simple process 

of reaching and maturing people in faith are the same 

churches that are growing. The researchers stated, 

“Many of our churches have become  cluttered. So   

cluttered that people have a difficult time encountering 

the simple and powerful message of Christ. So cluttered 

that many people are busy doing church instead of    

being the church.” Kelly added that simplicity and clarity 

is biblical, that Jesus brought simplicity to the 613       

commandments that grew out of Mosaic Law by naming 

just two commandments—as told in book of Matthew, 

“…one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 

greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first command-

ment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” Jesus also states in 

Matthew 11: 30 that, “...my yoke is easy and my burden 

is light.” Kelly explained that the only thing that simple 

churches are concerned with is making disciples. He said 

this does not mean changing doctrine or conviction, but 

rather simplifying the process of discipleship. He      

challenged the Ad Council to be “Discipleship Design-

ers”; to design a clear, simple process for moving people 

to a mature faith in Jesus Christ, a process that is fully 

integrated in the life of Hilltop church. 

Nominations: Pastor Kelly reported that Mark Oachs 

would like to remain on the Trustees although his term 

ended in 2015. He asked for a motion to add Mark to 

this committee. The motion was made by Kerry Rausch. 

Bob Berg seconded. The motion carried. 

Trustee’s Report: Bob Berg reported that the Trustee’s 

were holding off on a couple of projects until the 

weather warms up.   

Finance Report: Kerry Rausch reported that all Christ-

mas Festival proceeds had been transferred to the    

designated funds as follows: $500.00 to Mary Martha 

Circle, $500 to OCC Shoeboxes, $5035.00 to Backpack 

Food Program, $1,722.0 to 2016 Festival Fund, and 

$4,655.00 to Technology fund. She also noted that the 

$6,784.54 in the Pork Feed fund offsets the parsonage 

maintenance overage of $5,599.09 leaving a balance of  

$1,185.45 for 2016 Pork Feed expenses. Remaining    

balances in budgeted initiatives for future maintenance 

and increase fund have been transferred to savings   

accounts and all mission dollars collected in 2015 had 

been paid out to respective charities by year end. We 

currently have a working balance of $57,000. Kerry said 

that the finance committee discussed memorial giving 

and the need to write a letter to the families acknowl-

edging  receipt of a monetary gift. 

Missions Report: Aaron Daby reported that the         

Missions team will focus their work on Acts 1:8, “But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

Staff Parish Relations Report: Kari Juni reported that 



the committee will be meeting Feb. 4, 2016 to discuss 

performance reviews and job descriptions for the     

campus ministry position and the office assistant. 

Worship Report: Paulette Booker reported that the 

Worship Team will be meeting to discuss future worship 

services. 

Youth Report:  EJ reported that the youth were halfway 

through reading the book, Crazy Love. Once finished 

they plan work through a booklet on emotional purity. 

EJ plans to attend the Youth Leaders Summit in          

February. Kari added that EJ was doing a wonderful job 

communicating with the parents, keeping them           

informed about events and activities. 

Education Report: Michelle read Jocelin’s report. Jocelin 

provided an overview of the Kids Kinection lessons and 

praised the teachers she has the privilege to work with 

asking that they be lifted up in prayer as they are a 

blessing to Hilltop: Tammy Milbrandt, Kari Juni, Jan 

Lange, Connie Baumgartner, Aaron Daby, Sarah    

Schroeder and shepherds: Rose Adams, Lacy Kietzer,  

Angie Marble, Ella Gavin, Cheryl Emery, and Dan Rivers. 

Jocelin shared that she has been praying and asking God 

how she might expand and build the program in 2016. 

Technology Report:  Don Putzier reported that Sim 

Sound assessed camera one and determined that there 

was electrical interference affecting the signal. It was 

also discovered that both high and low voltage lines 

were running in the same conduits and we should     

consult with an electrician as this is not up to current 

code. Also a new microphone earpiece connection for 

one of the wireless microphones was purchased to    

replace an old one that was producing static. 

The technology team met with Pastor Kelly January 5th 

to discuss the technology upgrades. Kelly emphasized 

that it is important for us to utilize the church spaces we 

have and technology will help with this. It was also 

noted that the current technology is nine years old and 

has become outdated and is prone to more failure in 

the near future. Possible upgrades include (1) tech 

booth upgrade, (2) narthex video display and speaker 

upgrade, (3) confidence monitor/projector in back of 

sanctuary, (4) fellowship hall projector and sound      

system, (5) add’l narthex video displays, (6) new HD 

cameras in sanctuary, (7) new HD projector and screen 

in sanctuary, (8) other minor upgrades. These are high 

ticket items with costs of $30,600.00 for upgrades (1), 

(2), and (3), and additional cost of up to $58,000.00   

depending on what other upgrades are selected.  

The technology team would like Ad Council to ponder 

these necessary upgrades over the next few months, 

anticipating active fundraising in the spring with plans 

to move ahead with items (1), (2), and (3) as initial    

upgrades. Don stressed that he does not want fundrais-

ing for technology to detract from other Hilltop         

missions, especially support for the campus ministry, 

but he feels that Hilltop has always risen to the          

challenge when needs arise. The team also discussed 

gradually adding to a technology fund anticipating     

future technology needs as this is an important ongoing 

ministry as we seek to reach our community. 

New Business: Jo Breckenridge requested the use of the 

sanctuary and fellowship hall for a piano recital on May 

14-15, 2016. A motion was made by Bob Berg to        

approve the request. Kari Juni seconded. The motion 

carried. 

Adjournment/Next Meeting:  Dan Rivers closed the 

meeting with prayer. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday,    

February 18, 2016. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michelle Behsman 

Hilltop Administrative Council 2016 
Chairperson Jeff Adams 

Vice Chair Dan Rivers 

Rec. Secretary Michelle Behsman 

Lay Leader Paulette Adams 

Lay Del. to AC Andrew Bittner  

Finance Chair Kerry Rausch 

Finance Sec. Adela Scherer 

Trustee Chair Eric Mundt 

SPRC Chair Kari Juni  

Youth Dir. E.J. Lee 

Youth Rep Kari Juni  

Young Adult Rep. Matthew Lee 

S.S. Chair Jocelin Reynolds  

Fellowship Chair   Terry Berg 

Missions Chair Aaron Daby  

Worship Chair Paulette Booker 

Discipleship Chair Stacy Vanderwerf  

Parish Nurse Judy Argetsinger 

Steward. Chair Jeanette Phillips 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig  

Members at large: JoAnn Hutchinson, Herb Fast,  

Karen Frydendall, Holly Aasen 
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Hilltop News 
Faith in Action: 

Growing Together in Christ During Lent 

The season of Lent is a time for us as a church to        

prepare for Christ’s act of self-sacrifice during Holy 

Week, and Christ’s glorious resurrection on Easter     

Sunday. It is a time when we can gather together as one 

body and commit ourselves to each other and to God 

that we are going to journey with him as he guides us 

into a deeper love for him, for each other, and for the 

world.   

So we’ve made this plan to help each of us, both       

families and individuals, in this journey to the cross and 

to the empty tomb. May the Spirit of God act in our 

lives, growing our faith, so that we may act more and 

more in spreading his love and grace with the world.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 10th, and we’ll 

gather at 6:30 pm that evening to worship, and humble 

ourselves before God, and allow him to prepare our 

hearts for this holy season. 

DAILY ACTION 

For youth and adults, we’re going to be devotional  

reading through SeedBed’s “Daily Text.” The “Daily Text” 

are daily devotional posts that go online every morning 

at dailytext.seedbed.com, and pairs a scripture passage 

with relevant commentary. After reading the devotional 

we’ll then interact on our Facebook group about how 

God is speaking to us from the daily reading. You’ll be 

able to do this on your computer, your phones, and you 

can even sign up to have the daily text sent to your 

email each day (we can help you do that at church). 

For families we’re going to grow together through daily 

reading of scripture as well. We strongly encourage 

families to read through scripture together, which is 

why we are giving out 40 copies of The Jesus Storybook 

Bible this year to families who may not yet have a copy 

of this fantastic bible. This book has been transforma-

tional in the lives of families for several years now, and 

we’re so excited to offer it to you this year. It really is 

one of the best bibles out there period, and we          

encourage everyone (even adults) to read it. Along with 

the bible you’ll also get a daily reading guide for you to 

read the passages with your families each day leading 

up to Holy Week and Easter Sunday.  

WEEKLY ACTION 

Each week we will have the opportunity to fast           

together, to receive the Lord’s Supper together, and to 

worship together as one body. Fasting isn’t done by very 

many Christians today, and we feel a lot of that has to 

do with people simply not understanding it very well.  

For the Christian, fasting is best understood when it is 

paired with feasting. So, to better explain the fast, let’s 

start with the feast… 

Lenten Eucharist—as a church we’ve been eating the 

Lord’s Supper together each week during the lunch hour 

on Wednesdays, but during Lent we’ll be moving that to 

5:30 pm in the evenings. This short service will be open 

to everyone of all ages, and will include times of       

worship, scripture reading from The Jesus Storybook 

Bible, prayer, and culminating with the Bread and Cup 

of Christ. This meal will be the feast we use to break our 

day-long fast. 

Fasting—Starting after the evening meal on Tuesday 

nights we’re going to fast all day on Wednesday leading 

up to our Lenten Eucharist service at 5:30 pm on 

Wednesday nights. During this day of fasting we will 

consider our own frailty, we’ll understand better our 

own need for God’s holy provision in our lives, and our 

desire for the Bread and Cup of Christ will be made 

stronger than ever before! (more information on fasting 

and health concerns will be made available) 

Sunday Worship—Our worship on Sundays during this 

season will be focused on action words related to our 

faith in Christ (such as: give, listen, love, watch, risk, go).  

The sermon series is Faith in Action, and each sermon 

will focus on one of these actions words related to the 

life of Christ and the life we’re called to live as his       

disciples. There are also going to be some special       

surprises that we’re bringing into worship during Lent, 

so you’ll want to be sure to join us each Sunday during 

this holy time. God is going to to some amazing things, 

and we want you all to be there for it! 



Faith in Action continued… 

The Bottom line… God never intended for us to grow as 

Christians alone. All along he has wanted us to do this as 

a single body, one church. As Christians we grow 

stronger in God’s Spirit by pursuing him together, by 

loving him together, and in doing so we grow in our love 

for each other and for the world. So join us this Lenten 

season as we grow together, and prepare for Christ’s 

death and resurrection.   

Walk to Emmaus—An Invitation 

The Walk to Emmaus is an opportunity for you to meet 

Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you 

through other believers. It is an experience that begins 

with prayerful discernment, followed by attending a 

three-day experience of God’s grace. There are fifteen 

talks regarding various aspects of Christianity, small 

group discussions, communion, lots of food, and fellow-

ship during the weekend. Emmaus is a terrific part of 

our discipleship development at Hilltop. The purpose of 

Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the church. 

Walk to Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives 

to be lived and shared with others. 

Upcoming Spring Walks are April 21 to 24, 2016 for 

men, and April 28 to May 1, 2016 for women. These 

walks will be held at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, 

MN. Transportation to and from the walk will be taken 

care of, and scholarships are available to cover the cost 

of the walk. Over 50 members from this church have  

attended the Walk to Emmaus or another three-day or 

Fourth Day Christian event, such as Cursillo, Tres Dias, 

or Unidos en Cristo. If you are interested in attending a 

Walk, or if you want more information, please contact 

Barb Keith, Jeff Adams, Don Putzier, Adela Scherer, or 

Pastor Kelly for more details.   

 

Hilltop Women’s Retreat 

 

 

The second annual Hilltop Women’s Retreat is       

scheduled for the evening of Friday, May 13, 

2016 through the late afternoon of Saturday, May 14th. 

This year we are also offer the option to stay an          

additional night to soak in more of the atmosphere and 

join in worship Sunday morning on May 15, 2016. Please 

mark your calendars now to save the weekend for this 

great opportunity for a Lavender Springs Spa. This will 

be a  spiritually nourishing retreat in which you'll jour-

ney through the psalms of the Bible, studying the differ-

ent kinds of songs, poems, and psalms that have in-

spired people for centuries. You’ll learn how the psalms 

help us share our feelings, disappointments, celebra-

tions, and doubts with a truly great listener: God. And 

you’ll leave with a fresh approach to prayer that will 

grow your faith throughout the months to come. Watch 

for details on how to register!  

Game Day  

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon of games and fellow-

ship on Sunday, February 21, 2016 from 11:30am to 

2:30pm. We will have board games, BINGO, shrink-wrap 

ball game, Dance Dance Revolution, cribbage and 500 

tournaments. Bring your favorite board game and/or 

deck of cards, and a snack to share. Fellowship         

committee will provide sloppy joes, buns, coffee, cocoa, 

and lemonade. Sign up sheets for snacks, the cribbage 

and 500 tournaments can be found at the Welcome 

Center. If you have any questions, you can contact 

Kendra Daby at 507-625-4611. This is sure to be a fun 

afternoon! Also: If you have a dance pad for the PS2 we 

can borrow, please let us know. 

Mission Potluck 

Please bring a dish to share and enjoy fellowship with 

Hilltop   families following the 10:30 am worship service 

on Sunday, February 7th. A freewill offering will be     

collected to benefit a local charity. 
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Online Giving 

Hilltop is excited to announce that you can now manage 

your giving online! Giving online is easy and allows you to 

set up a one-time or recurring gift and view your complete 

online giving history from anywhere you have access to 

the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

Visit the church website at: www.mankatohilltop.com, 

Click on the Give Now button, 

Click on the Create Profile button, then  

Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online 

profile and to schedule your contribution.  

Financial Giving Statements 

You will find a statement of your financial giving for 2015 

at the Welcome Center.   

Happy Anniversary!  
Jim & Arlene Hewett 2/2 

Dan & Clare Rivers 2/2 
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Hilltop News 

HappyBirthday! 
Dan Gowanlock 2/1 

Heather Gowanlock 2/1 

Jennifer Turner 2/3 

Kim Beaty 2/4 

Mady Sellner 2/4 

Kendra Daby 2/5 

Marco Jakovich 2/6 

Harper Bass 2/8 

Heather Olinger 2/9 

Jackson Wagner 2/10 

Jocelin Reynolds 2/10 

Danika Grunloh 2/11 

Johnalyn Grunloh 2/11 

Finley Ortberg 2/12 

Anita Riese 2/13 

 

 

Virgil Juliar 2/14 

Steph Putzier 2/15 

Abbie Page 2/16 

Carina Eckert 2/16 

Jim Hewett 2/16 

Audrey Key 2/19 

Margaret Beaty 2/19 

Larry Morales 2/21 

Marci Fast 2/21 

Donna Wagner 2/24 

Lenny Written 2/24 

Ann Velazquez 2/27 

Rhonda Friesen 2/27 

Sarah Schroeder 2/28 

Todd Gavin 2/28 

Youth Group - A Word from EJ 

Youth Group is finishing up their book Crazy Love, by 

Francis Chan. This book has been hugely beneficial to us. 

We have had some of our best discussions because of 

this book and I can see the youth growing greatly         

because of this study. If anyone in the church would like 

to read this book for themselves, I have a few extra    

copies. You can just grab one and return once you've 

finished reading it!  

Next, we will tackle emotional purity. I am very excited 

for this study and think that it is of the utmost               

importance for our youth. I can't wait for the discussions 

and to see how the youth grow from our next study!  

I will be attending the Youth Leaders Summit on Friday, 

February 12th at 10:00am until Saturday at 2:30pm in 

Lakeland, MN. I attended this conference last year and 

got a lot out of it. This year, they had a generous donor 

pay for all entry fees. If you are interested in attending 

this event with me, just let me know. It would be free 

and great to have you!   -EJ 

Youth Events coming up:  

Faith and Family Night with the Wolves 

Join us Saturday, February 20th as the Timberwolves 

take on the New York Knicks at 7:00pm and stay after 

the game for a concert with The Afters (including their 

native Minnesotan bass player, Dan!).  Don’t miss your 

chance to encourage your family with an uplifting night 

together. It’s also Ricky Rubio Bobble Head night! 

Third Day Lead Us Back Tour  

Third Day Presents the “Lead Us Back” tour–an evening 

of worship with special guests Brandon Heath and Jason 

Barton on Saturday, March 12th from 7:00 pm-10:00 pm. 

Mary Martha Circle  
 

Date:  Wednesday, February 10th 
Time: 1:30 pm 

Hostess:  Anita Riese 
Devotions:  Wanda Alleven 

Project: Valentines 
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Registration Info: 
  

Date: Saturday, February 27, 2016 

Time: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Where: First United Methodist Church 

              947 6th Street 

              Windom, MN 56101 

Cost: $15 per person (includes workshops, materials, and 

lunch) 

Deadline: February 19, 2016 

Register online at: www.minnesotaumc.org 

Contact person: 

Michelle Behsman 
507-387-3877 
michelle.behsman@minnesotaumc.org 

www.mankatohilltop.org 

 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig 

pastor@mankatohilltop.org 

 

108 S. Manitou Drive 

Mankato, MN 56001 

(507) 387-3877  

office@mankatohilltop.org 

 

 find us on facebook: 

 Hilltop United Methodist Church 

Southern Prairie District Day! 
  
   One of the many fantastic blessings of the United     

Methodist Church is our strong spiritual connection with 

other churches worldwide. Methodist churches have been 

working together for more than 200 years to make         

disciples of the nations, and our Methodist churches in 

Southern Minnesota are no different. 

   This is going to be a really powerful time of gathering 

together with other churches in our area as we worship, 

pray, and learn more about how to be the disciples of 

Christ that we're each called to be. We'll hear inspiring 

messages from both Bishop Bruce R. Ough and District 

Superintendent, Fred Vanderwerf, we'll worship together, 

and we'll have the opportunity to choose from several 

breakthrough workshops on the “whys and hows” of    

creating Small Group Ministries, Discipleship Plans, Giving 

Strategies, and more. There will also be info booths and 

morale events to help connect you to resources that will 

help to unlock your church to reach its fullest potential.  

 

Minnesota Annual Conference                            


