
From The Pastor 
Easter Isn’t Just a Day 

Just like we do with Christmas, we Christians have a bad 

habit of turning Easter into just something we do one day 

out of the year.  Just as Christmas is actually 12 days of 

celebration that starts on December 25th, Easter is        

actually a seven-week long celebration that starts on 

Easter Sunday. 

As long as that sounds to us, Easter is something that we 

should celebrate even longer than seven weeks… Easter is 

something we should live out on a daily basis!  But I      

realize that is easier said than done.  We look at the world 

and we’re overcome with the evil, the suffering, the pain, 

and the destruction.  We experience suffering in our own 

lives and we just can’t fathom how we're to live lives of 

Easter joy each and every day. 

While our minds say that this is impossible, our God says 

it is indeed possible!  So for the month of April we’re   

going to focus on what it means to live a Resurrection Life 

in a Dead World.  We’ll not only focus on this during our 

weekly worship, but we’ll also join together as a body to 

share this Easter joy with the world! 

The way we’re doing this is by   

making our partnership with ECHO 

Food Shelf even stronger than ever.  

That’s how we live out and practice 

Easter joy, by feeding those who 

have no food.  We’re not only going 

to raise money for ECHO through our Annual Pork Feed, 

but we’ll also begin a monthly mission initiative that we 

are incredibly excited about. 

Starting this month we’ll be collecting food monthly for 

ECHO, and this is how we’re going to do it.  It’s going to 

be CRAZY EASY!  The 3rd Sunday of each month we’re   

going to have reusable grocery bags available for you.  

They’re going to be bright lime green and they’ll have our 

Hilltop logo on them.  We’ll call these our Green Bag 

Days.  Each bag will have a grocery list in it of that months 

most pressing needs at ECHO.  We’ll ask each family to 

simply take one bag home, fill it up with the requested 

groceries, and bring it back to church the next Sunday 

(the 4th Sunday of the month).  And that’s it… it’s that 

easy! 

And we’ll do this each month.  Each month we’ll be in 

mission as a family.  Each month we’ll be reminded of the 

need of the hungry, and also reminded of the power of 

Christ within us to feed them.  This is just one glimpse of 

the ways we as Christians can live Easter lives throughout 

the year.  There will be many other ways that we will look 

at and explore in the coming months, but for now get       

excited about our Green Bag Days, the days we gather as 

a church and proclaim the truth of Easter to the world—

that he has come to bring peace, and comfort, and relief 

to the world! 

Place Your Life Before God 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take 

your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-

to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before 

God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is 

the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-

adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 

thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be 

changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he 

wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the   

culture around you, always dragging you down to its level 

of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops 

well-formed maturity in you. Romans 12:2 (MSG) 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and     

perfect. Romans 12:2 (NRSV) 

April 2016  
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Hilltop Administrative Council 
Minutes from March Ad Council  
Thursday, March 17, 2016, 7:30 pm    

Present:  Pastor Kelly McCuaig, Jeff Adams, Bob Berg, 

Jocelin Reynolds, Paulette Booker, Herb Fast, Kerry 

Rausch, EJ Lee, Don Putzier, Michelle Behsman, Stacy 

Vanderwerf. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jeff  

Adams. Jeff opened the meeting with prayer.  

Don Putzier led a brief training session on the Auto-

mated External Defibrillator. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting of  

February 18, 2016 were available for review. A motion 

was made by Kerry Rausch to approve the minutes as 

presented. Paulette Booker seconded. The motion    

carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Being St. Patrick’s Day, Pastor Kelly 

shared a brief biography of St. Patrick who had been 

kidnapped from Britain as a teen-ager and enslaved in 

Ireland for six years. He escaped to his homeland and 

began to study for the ministry. He heard a voice calling 

for him to return to the pagan Ireland and while he 

struggled with the idea of ministering to people who 

had enslaved him, he heeded God’s call. In Patrick’s 29 

years of ministry in Ireland he planted 200 churches and 

baptized over 100,000 people. Kelly noted that we are, 

like Ireland was at that time, currently seen as an un-

christian nation, where other countries are actually 

sending missionaries to the United States. Kelly asked 

council to consider how much Hilltop can do to reach 

people for Christ, with 200 worshipping members, in 

light of St. Patrick’s ministry. 

Pastor Kelly then asked for council members to reflect 

on their experience at District Day, asking two          

questions: 1) What excited or challenged you? And 2) 

What’s the most important thing for HUMC? Common 

themes involved ideas from Bishop Ough’s sermon in 

which he used the illustration of a prairie burn as the 

impetus for new life. In our here and now it is Jesus who 

gives us an opportunity to begin anew with a fresh start. 

We need to let go of what’s good to experience God’s 

great. From Fred Vanderwerf’s message council      

members were challenged to have clarity of mission – 

Do the one thing you must do. Fred called on laity to 

trust their pastor to lead and pastors to follow the    

missional vision. We must eliminate the things that 

don’t allow us to meet our mission. We must learn to be 

comfortable with people not liking or approving of us 

and be bold and clear in adversity. We need to be the 

kind of church community that blesses those who are 

here and beckons to those around us. 

Nominations: Paulette Booker presented Shane & 

Mandy Gerhardt as nominees for the Worship           

Committee. A motion was made by Pastor Kelly to     

accept the nomination. Stacy Vanderwerf seconded. 

The motion carried. 

Trustee’s Report: Bob Berg made contact with our    

insurance company and they will add a 5% discount to 

our premium due to the addition of the metal roof. Brad 

Nelson Electric has replaced fluorescent lighting in the 

kitchen and the store room. Saturday, April 16th has 

been set as cleanup day with breakfast being served at 

8:00am. Matt and Jean met with Rebecca from Blue 

Heron Landscaping to discuss future work, particularly 

to the East side of the sanctuary. Some of the ideas   

included a prayer garden concept with a barrier to block 

view of parking lot and removal of the current lamp-

posts. The trustees plan to work on the parsonage     

garage in May and in early summer begin the boiler 

work. Trustees also had conversation about the $11,000 

set aside for AC units in the west classrooms and fire-

side room, questioning whether they were using the 

money to benefit the most people. In particular they 

saw that the technology updates impact a larger        

audience than the AC units would and may be of more 

importance at this time. Kelly suggested that members 

commit this to prayer this month. Jeff responded that 

the use of these funds would be tabled until a future 

meeting. Bob also mentioned a recent incident with the 

YMCA Stride program in which the sidelight office door 

was cracked. It has been replaced and Bob is following 

up with the Stride director to get reimbursed for the 

cost of replacing the glass. 

   



Finance Report: Kerry Rausch reported that year to date 

income is $7,217.00 under budget and the expenses 

were also under budget by $19,358, resulting in overall 

revenue of $12,140 over expenses. The checking        

account balance as of 2/29/16 is $79,613, which leaves 

a working general fund balance of $56,382 less desig-

nated funds. A motion was made by Paulette Booker to 

approve the Finance report. Jocelin Reynolds seconded. 

The motion carried.   

Endowment: Pastor Kelly shared John Phelps’ report: As 

of 2/29/16 year to date both the Education and       

Property funds are down 3.3%. Life to date the          

Education Fund is up 1.2% and the Property Fund is up 

1.5%. 

Discipleship Report: Stacy Vanderwerf reported that 

the Discipleship team had a fun meeting talking about 

what discipleship is and they discussed Summer        

Connect Groups. Jeff applauded Connect Groups as    

being a successful multi-generational discipleship effort 

having seen and experienced the Epic of Eden group, in 

which all ages are represented and engaging in great 

discussion. 

Staff Parish Relations Report: Pastor Kelly, Kari Juni and 

John Phelps will be meeting on March 22nd to discuss a 

job offer for the Admin Assistant position, the Campus 

Ministry position and other possible future staffing 

needs. They also plan to discuss an employee handbook 

and the Hilltop vision for 2016. 

Education Report: Jocelin met with Kelly to discuss the 

future of Kids Kinection – what it could look like. The 

Education team will be setting guidelines that             

preschoolers need to be 3 years of age by time of fall 

registration and will need to be potty trained before 

attending Kids Kinection. 

Worship Report: Paulette Booker reported that the 

Worship Team discussed upcoming worship services; 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter. They have      

something special planned involving the children. 

Youth Report:  EJ Lee reported that several from Hilltop 

attended the Project for Teens seminar on Risks of    

Social Media on Monday, March 14th. The event         

featured a panel of educators, youth, parents, public 

safety officer, and lawyer talking about their perspec-

tives of social media risks and dangers. They stressed 

the importance of parents setting boundaries on their 

youth’s use of social media. The student on the panel 

shared their perspective of wanting open conversation 

with parent rather than strict rules. EJ said that the 

youth had almost completed the emotional purity book-

let and planned to create a “message in a bottle” for 

themselves to open when they are in the start of a     

relationship. EJ said that the youth will also be reading 

scripture at the Easter worship service and will help hide 

Easter eggs.  

Technology Report:  Don Putzier reported that an     

electrician inspected the sanctuary wiring conduits. 

When the next equipment upgrade takes place, we will 

have high voltage and low voltage lines rewired as 

needed. The electrician temporarily disabled one high 

voltage line until the permanent upgrade occurs. Don 

encouraged Ad Council to continue discussing the tech-

nology upgrades and their importance to others in the 

congregation, as minor problems are developing with 

our aging technology. Don is hoping to begin phase one 

of the technology upgrade in June. 

New Business: The brochure rack outside of the Pastor’s 

office has been moved to the office to be used as     

mailboxes for various committees. There are boxes for 

the Pastor, Office, Youth Director, Worship & Music, 

Discipleship, Mission, Christian Education, Congrega-

tional Care, and Finance. We will no longer be using the 

boxes that had been in the storage room. Those boxes 

will be removed and recycled. 

Adjournment/Next Meeting:  Jeff closed the meeting 

with an inspirational message inspired by the culture of 

heavy metal thrash music. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 

p.m. The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 

April 21, 2016. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michelle Behsman 
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Hilltop News 
Youth Opportunities during 2016 Annual 
Conference Session June 21-23rd 

Camp Minnesota Fun 

Children who have completed kindergarten through 6th 

grade are invited to day camp with field trips and fun! 

This camp is based at the Holiday Inn. Staff from Koronis 

Ministries and Northern Pines Camp will lead three days 

of activities in and around St. Cloud, including day trips 

to area attractions and a trip to Koronis for swimming, 

canoeing, archery, and camp exploration. Plus, there 

will be plenty of time to enjoy the awesome facilities at 

the St. Cloud Holiday Inn. The focus of this camp will be 

safety and sharing Christ, community, and creation. 

Tuesday, June 21: Recreation Center with field trip  

                            7:30 - 10:30 AM Drop-off 

                            5:00 - 5:30 PM Pick-up 

Wednesday, June 22: Camp Day! at Koronis 

                            7:30 - 8:00 AM Drop-off 

                            5:00 - 5:30 PM Pick-up 

Thursday, June 23: Recreation Center with field trip  

                            7:30 - 8:00 AM Drop-off 

                            5:00 - 5:30 PM Pick-up 

Drop-off/Pick-up is at the Recreation Center at the St. 

Cloud Holiday Inn. 

Participants will need to bring a swimsuit and towel. 

Lunch and snacks will be provided. Register children as 

you register for conference. * Participants are expected 

to be guests of the St. Cloud Holiday Inn. Contact Gail 

Johnson  if this is a concern.  

STORM the Conference 

Using the STORM Camp model, youth who have       

completed grades 7-12 will engage in hands-on mission 

projects in and around St. Cloud and participate in     

several key sessions at annual conference. The cost is 

$95, which includes lodging at St. Cloud State University 

dorms, meals, and programming. Register participants 

individually. Adult leaders are needed for a one to five 

ratio and will be asked to transport participants. 

You can learn more about these opportunities at: 

http://www.minnesotaumc.org/conferencesession 

Camp Minnesota 

An incredible experience is waiting for children, youth, 

adults, and families this summer through Camp Minne-

sota, at one of our three sites: Kowakan Adventures, 

Koronis Ministries, or Northern Pines Camp. 

Whether you stay for a day or a week, time spent at 

camp will positively impact your life! No matter which 

camp site or specific camp you choose, you’ll experience 

all of the traditional “must-have" summer camp favor-

ites, like singing around the campfire, roasting marsh-

mallows, hiking in beautiful pine forests, and swimming 

in cool blue lakes. Most importantly, all campers will 

experience Christ, creation, and community in the pow-

erful and unique setting that only camp can provide. 

Camp Minnesota welcomes United Methodists and non-

United Methodists, alike. To learn more visit: 

http://www.campminnesota.org/ 

Annual Pork Feed 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 from 4:00 - 7:00 pm we will 

serve a buffet style pork dinner including: Prairie Pride 

pulled pork, dressing, mashed potatoes & gravy, carrots, 

applesauce and homemade cake for dessert. Pray for 

the many who faithfully support our Hilltop ministries 

by attending this event, and pray for those who will  

experience Hilltop hospitality for the very first time.  

The proceeds from the Pork Feed will benefit ECHO food 

shelf and the technology fund. 

When you come, invite a neighbor, a co-worker, a new 

friend to join you at the table. Use this pork feed as a 

way to extend and expand your own hospitality. Buy the 

ticket & come with the person you invite. 

Serve alongside others in our church family – see the 

sign up sheets in the narthex to set-up, serve, take-

down, or bake a cake. Contact John Harrington at 507-

327-0151 if you have any questions.  

Mission Potluck 

Our missions team is prayerfully considering our future 

mission focus and has decided to discontinue our      

mission potlucks for now.  



Walk to Emmaus—An Invitation 

The Walk to Emmaus is an opportunity for you to meet 

Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to you 

through other believers. It is an experience that begins 

with prayerful discernment, followed by attending a 

three-day experience of God’s grace. There are fifteen 

talks regarding various aspects of Christianity, small 

group discussions, communion, lots of food, and fellow-

ship during the weekend. Emmaus is a terrific part of 

our discipleship development at Hilltop. The purpose of 

Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders for the church. 

Walk to Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives 

to be lived and shared with others. 

Upcoming Spring Walks are April 21 to 24, 2016 for 

men, and April 28 to May 1, 2016 for women. These 

walks will be held at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, 

MN. Transportation to and from the walk will be taken 

care of, and scholarships are available to cover the cost 

of the walk. Over 50 members from this church have  

attended the Walk to Emmaus or another three-day or 

Fourth Day Christian event, such as Cursillo, Tres Dias, 

or Unidos en Cristo. If you are interested in attending a 

Walk, or if you want more information, please contact 

Barb Keith, Jeff Adams, Don Putzier, Adela Scherer, or 

Pastor Kelly for more details.   

Spring Clean Up and Pancakes! 

Many hands make light work! 

Our annual spring cleaning will 

take place Saturday, April 16th 

from 8:00 am—Noon. Come  

enjoy a breakfast of pancakes, 

eggs and sausage at 8:00 am, 

then find a fun task! We plan to 

wash windows, dust high and low in the sanctuary and 

fellowship hall, organize the storage closet and pick up 

outside.  

Hilltop Women’s Retreat 

 

 

The 2nd Annual Hilltop Women’s Retreat is scheduled 

for Friday, May 13, 2016 check in beginning at 4:30pm 

through Saturday, May 14th 4:00pm at Shalom Hill 

Farms in Windom, MN. This year we also offer the     

option to stay an additional night to soak in more of the 

atmosphere and join in worship Sunday morning on 

May 15, 2016. This will be a spiritually nourishing       

retreat in which you'll journey through the psalms of the 

Bible, studying the different kinds of songs, poems, and 

psalms that have inspired people for centuries. You’ll 

learn how the psalms help us share our feelings, disap-

pointments, celebrations, and doubts with a truly great 

listener: God. And you’ll leave with a fresh approach to 

prayer that will grow your faith throughout the months 

to come. Cost for this event is $70.00 for the 1 night 

which includes; all materials, your room, and supper 

Friday night, breakfast and lunch on Saturday. The total 

cost to stay both nights and 5 meals is $115.00. A 

$30.00 non-refundable deposit is required at the time of 

registration. Registration is limited to 30 people – so 

please register early. Register online at: 

www.mankatohilltop.com. If you have questions please 

contact: Kerry Rausch at 507-381-8877 or Jocelin      

Reynolds at 507-317-7474. 

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop 

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning ‘thanksgiving,’ so 

please join us each Wednesday to give thanks to God for 

his love and mercy through the broken body and shed 

blood of Christ. As one body we will experience the real 

and present Spirit of Christ amongst us and in us, and be 

nourished to go forth to be faithful witnesses of God’s 

love and grace in the world. We have been gathering 

from 5:30-6:00 pm each Wednesday during the season 

of Lent. We will not meet March 30th, but will continue 

meeting from 5:30-6:00 pm on Wednesday, April 6th. 
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Happy Anniversary! 
Allison & Kent Bass 4/02 

Christine Wilson-Winter/Rob Winter 4/02 

Carl & Sandra Kiewatt 4/08 

Joe & Marlys Marrs 4/13 

Don & Jenny Winters 4/18 

Aaron & Kendra Daby 4/20 

Dan & Kelly Rivers 4/20 

Lana & Ray Glynn 4/24 
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HappyBirthday! 
Cathy Andela-Ruth 4/01 

Kira Wall 4/03 

Mark Kraywinkel 4/03 

Randy Goebel 4/04 

Tony Wagner 4/04 

Jan Clobes 4/06 

John Written 4/06 

Bryan Pratt 4/09 

Deb Michalski 4/09 

Don Meyer 4/10 

Edie McCuaig 4/10 

Katie Medd 4/10 

Brecken Weerts 4/11 

Pam Saigh 4/11 

Sawyer Sellner 4/11 

Barb Reed 4/14 

James Zierdt 4/14 

Sarah Steinbauer 4/14 

Rusty Ruth 4/16 

Stacy Vanderwerf 4/16 

 

 
Char Kraywinkel 4/18 

Julie Cole 4/18 

Calin Lassonde 4/19 

Mandy Gerhart 4/19 

Jill Brink 4/21 

Norm Gullickson 4/22 

Megan Juni 4/23 

Russ Flowers 4/24 

Shirley Courrier 4/24 

Dee Mattox 4/25 

Kristin Andrews 4/25 

Selena Janzen 4/25 

Alyssa George 4/26 

Beverly Cox 4/26 

Kevin Held 4/26 

Paul Young 4/26 

Brock Johnson 4/27 

Matt Lassonde 4/27 

Duane Hubmer 4/29 

Zoey Morgan 4/29 

New Administrative Assistant 

We are pleased to announce an addition to our staff at 

Hilltop! Shannon McCuaig will be working in the office 

ten hours a week primarily managing the membership 

database but also assisting with other administrative 

tasks. 

Online Giving 

Hilltop is excited to announce that you can now manage 

your giving online! Giving online is easy and allows you 

to set up a one-time or recurring gift and view your com-

plete online giving history from anywhere you have ac-

cess to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

Visit the church website at: 

www.mankatohilltop.com, 

Click on the Give Now button, 

Click on the Create Profile button, then  

Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online 

profile and to schedule your contribution.  

Newsletter Submissions 

The deadline for the May newsletter is Monday, April 

25, 2016. There is a submission form on the shelf by the 

copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and     

include “MAY NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.  

Office Mailboxes 

There are new mailboxes located in the church office for 

the Pastor, Office, Youth Director, Worship & Music,  

Discipleship, Mission, Christian Education, Congrega-

tional Care, and Finance.  

Mary Martha Circle  
 

Date:  Wednesday, April 13th 
Time: 1:30 pm 

Hostess:  Betty Goebel 
Devotions:  Lucy Lamphear 

Project: Kid’s birthday gift bags 

For ECHO Food Shelf 

Worship Attendance Statistics 

Sundays: 2016 2015 2014 

February 28 192 192 158 

March 6 191 202 236 

March 13 173 189 228 

March 20 213 217 221 

Average 192 200 210 
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www.mankatohilltop.org 
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justice issues; an opportunity to engage with and bless the     
community; and a celebration in the park. Youth can also 
be a part of “STORM the Conference,” where they go out 
each day and serve in the community, or a Camp Minne-
sota experience that takes them to various activities in 
and around St. Cloud. We believe young people who    
attend conference will go home with expanded horizons, 
with renewed excitement about what God is doing in our 
midst, and with new momentum to positively impact their 
churches communities. 

 Now, we need your help. Tell the young people you know 
that we want them to help us create a church in which 
they are not just participants, but leaders. Invite them to 
come to annual conference and join in the dialogue about 
who God is calling us to be. Our theme, “Living Gener-
ously—Unleashing God’s Gifts,” is about  investing in the 
next generation, not simply because they are the future, 
but because the mission of God will never be fulfilled until 
we embrace the gifts of all of God’s people and all of 
God’s creation. That starts NOW and with YOU! 

 We’ll see you in June. 

Bruce R. Ough 
Resident Bishop, Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area 
Learn more about 2016 Conference Session at: 
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/conferencesession 

2016 Annual Conference Session 

Churches often talk about wanting more young adults and 
young families to be involved. But it’s difficult for many to 
answer the question: “What are you prepared to do differ-
ently?” In talking with young adults, it's clear they care 
about the future. They want to be part of causes that are 
working for good. They are seeking to be engaged in 
movements that are radically inclusive, open to robust 
dialogue and questions, and willing to make room for 
them. And they are deeply spiritual, even as they are   
wondering about church as they have known it. 

As we designed annual conference session this year, we 
knew we needed to change things up to make room for 
new voices and new ways of doing things. If we want more 
young people to join the movement, then we need to   
invite them to the table as co-collaborators. Millennials in 
particular value collaboration, participation, and authen-
ticity. If we want a church that is relevant and engaging to 
young people, we need to be willing do things differently. 

We worked hard to create an annual conference that’s 
different. The gathering was pushed back to June this year 
so that youth and young adults would be out of school and 
could come. The first day is participatory and will include 
small-group conversations to discuss pressing social      

Minnesota Annual Conference                            


